Wisconsin

Registration Deadline
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Wisconsin has several “safe harbor” deadlines: forms should be

received or postmarked by the second Wednesday before an election

(13 days for a federal general election). However, municipal clerks
may accept late-filed forms as long as the registration lists can be
revised to accommodate the applicant before Election Day. On showing proof of
residence or filing a corroborating affidavit signed by another voter with proof of
residence, an applicant may also register in person at the clerk’s office through the day
before Election Day, to receive a certificate allowing her to vote. Finally, an applicant
may also register at the polls on Election Day.!

Database Implementation Status

Wisconsin is currently constructing a top-down, centralized voter registration system, in
which municipal clerks will have direct access to a statewide database. Wisconsin’s
vendozr, Accenture, was not able to complete the construction of the system by January 1,
2006.

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? Municipal clerks generally review and enter
information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into the statewide system.

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies?
Because it offers Election Day registration, Wisconsin need not accept registration forms
at various state agencies under the National VVoter Registration Act of 1993. The
Wisconsin Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) does not accept voter registration
forms. Any forms received by the state will be forwarded to the appropriate municipality
for review and entry.

How are most forms submitted? In the Election Assistance Commission’s 2004 survey,

Wisconsin did not report the distribution of how its voter registration forms were
submitted.?

Voter Registration Form
The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.
Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? Wisconsin has no stated policy.
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How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? The application is
considered “pending.” If uncorrected (see below), the applicant will have to re-register
on Election Day.

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be considered
registered.

Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor vehicle
or Social Security records? Identifying number, name, date of birth.

How precise is the match standard? Wisconsin uses a “substantial match” standard.

How much human intervention is involved in determining whether information is
matched? The system will first return a list of records with an exact match of the
identifying number; the municipal clerk has the discretion to determine whether a likely
match exists among the possible matches returned. If no record is found with a matching
identifying number, the municipal clerk will access the system manually to seek a
substantially matching name and date of birth.

Description of matching process: When an applicant’s information is submitted, the
system will attempt to return a list of records with an exact match of the identifying
number; the municipal clerk then has the discretion to determine whether a likely match
exists among the possible matches returned. If no record is found with a matching
identifying number, the municipal clerk will access the system manually to seek a
substantially matching name and date of birth. 1f an incomplete identifying number is
submitted, and the municipal clerk finds a substantially matching name and date of birth,
the clerk will affirmatively enter the appropriate identifying number in the voter
registration record.

Wisconsin will also mail each registrant a registration notice. If the notice is returned as
undeliverable, the registration will be rejected.*

What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match ? If the applicant is otherwise
eligible, she will be considered registered, but will have to show identification at the
polls.

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying
number, without submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may correct missing or
incomplete information at any point before Election Day, or she may re-register on
Election Day by submitting a new form.
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Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match, without submitting a
new form? Yes. The applicant may submit information to resolve a failed match at any
point before Election Day, or she may re-register on Election Day by submitting a new

form.

If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration
deadline, is the correction timely? Yes. The applicant may correct information at any
point before Election Day.

Description of notice and correction process: The municipal clerk will attempt to notify
by mail an applicant whose identifying number is missing, incomplete, illegible, or
unverified. The notification will inform the applicant that she must provide the clerk’s
office with proof of residency before Election Day or at the polls. The applicant may
attempt to resolve the error at any point before Election Day by phone, mail, or in person.
The applicant may also re-register at the polls on Election Day.

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must prow_de |dent|f|ca_t|on f_';lt t_he Forms of ID:
polls? An applicant whose identifying
number was not verified and who has 1st-time voters current and valid photo ID
. . . - . registering by mail current utility bill w/ name, address
not previously submitted identification, or voter without bank statement w/ name, address
a first-time voter registering by mail verified number: paycheck w/ name, address
. . . b other gov’t document w/ name, address
and any applicant registering on Election
Day must provide identification 5 Election Day proof of name and residence
! ) registrant: affidavit by corroborating voter

What forms of identification are accepted? An applicant whose identifying number was
not verified and who has not previously submitted identification, and a first-time voter
registering by mail, must provide a current and valid photo 1D, or a copy of a utility bill,
bank statement, paycheck, or other government document with a current name and
address.® A voter registering on Election Day must provide proof of residence —
including a current and complete name and residential address — or file a corroborating
affidavit signed by another voter with proof of residence. ’

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The applicant may vote a
“ballot under s. 6.97, stats.”® This ballot will be counted if the municipal clerk or
executive director of the municipal board of election commissioners determines that the
vote was qualified to vote in the appropriate election district.’

Statutes and Regulations

WiIs. STAT. ANN. ch. 6 generally concerns registration. Wis. STAT. ANN. § 6.36 directs
the state elections board to establish and maintain a statewide voter registration system.
There are no applicable regulations.
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End Notes

' Wis. STAT. 88 6.28, 6.29, 6.54, 6.55.

2 electionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration Databases Under HAVA,
June 2005, available at http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf, at 24;
electionline.org, Statewide Voter Registration Database Status, at
http://www.electionline.org/Default.aspx?tabid=288; Ryan J. Foley, Election Board
Mulls Contractor Penalties, Wis. STATE J., Sept. 29, 2005, at B1; John McCormick,
Illinois to Miss Deadline for Voter Rolls Law, CHI. TRiB., Dec. 30, 2005, at 6.

% Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA_table 2.html. Due to
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.

*Wis. STAT. § 6.32(4).

> Id. §8 6.36(2)(c)(2), 6.55.

®|d. §§ 5.02(6m), 6.36(2)(c)(2).

" Id. § 6.55(7). Proof of residence includes: a state driver’s license or ID card, any other
government or employer ID (but not business cards), a credit card, a library card, a
check-cashing or merchant courtesy card, a real estate tax bill or receipt for the current or
prior year, a residential lease for the period including Election Day, a college fee or ID
card, a pilot’s license, or a utility bill from the last 90 days. Id. § 6.55(7)(c).

®1d. § 6.79(2)(d).

®1d. § 6.97.
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QO Submitted by Mail
(Office Use Only)
(Office Use Only)

If you are registering to vote in Wisconsin for the first time and submitting this application by mail, you must provide
identification with this application. If you do not provide identification with this application, you will be asked for identification
the first time that you vote. Please see reverse side for a list of acceptable forms of identification.

O New WI Voter
O Name Change

ID nor a Somal
t Four Digits (if no license/ID number) X1 X Security Number.

| have neither a

10 Corroborating Witness/ X Corroborating Witness/
Assistant Signature Assistant Address
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If you
are registering to vote in Wisconsin for the first time and submitting this registration form by mail,
attach a copy of one of the following forms of identification:

« acopy of a current and valid photo identification; or,
« acopy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, pay check, or
government document that shows your complete name and address.

Provide a Driver License or other WI Department of Transportation (DOT)-issued identification number. If you have
not been issued a WI Driver License/WI DOT-issued identification card, provide the last four digits of your social
security number. If you have neither a driver’s license or other Wl DOT-issued identification number, nor a social
security number, indicate this by filling in the appropriate circle.

If you are completing this application on election day or in the office of the municipal clerk after the official close of
registration, you must provide acceptable proof of residence. If you are unable to do so, you may have any
qualified elector residing in your municipality act as a corroborating witness by signing and printing his/her address

in the space provided. That elector must provide acceptable proof of residence.

If you are unable to sign the application due to a physical disability, you may have another elector assist you. By
signing this form and filling in their address, the assisting elector certifies that the application was completed at your
request and authorization.
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