Washington

Registration Deadline
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Forms must be received 30 days before an election." A voter may also
register in person at the appropriate county auditor’s office up to 15
days before an election to vote absentee at that election.?

Database Implementation Status

With in-house staff and occasional technical consultation, Washington is currently
constructing a bottom-up statewide voter registration system, in which forms processed at
the county level are periodically uploaded to and reconciled with the central database.?

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? County auditors generally review and enter
information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into each county system,
which is periodically uploaded to the state.*

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies?
Forms received by the Department of Licensing (“DOL”) or another voter registration
agency are transferred to the appropriate county auditor for review and entry.

How are most applications submitted? Washington reported that in 2004, 43% of
applications were submitted by mail, 21% were submitted in person to election officials,
18% were submitted to the DOL, 2% were submitted to other voter registration agencies,
and 17% were submitted by other means.’

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? The applicant will be assigned a unique voter
registration number. If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be considered
registered, but if she applied by mail, she will have to show identification at the polls.®

How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? If uncorrected (see
below), the application will be rejected.’

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? If uncorrected (see below), the application will be rejected.?
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Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor vehicle
or Social Security records? Identifying number, first name, last name, and date of birth.’

How precise is the match standard? Washington has not yet set precise criteria for
matching information on applications with a driver’s license or state ID number, but
generally plans to use an exact match standard; this standard may allow for variations on
the applicant’s first name. Washington will use the standard AAMVA criteria to match
information on forms with Social Security digits: exact match of the SSN-4, first name,
last name, month of birth, and year of birth.

How much human intervention is involved in determining whether information is
matched? The matching process will be fully automated.

Description of matching process: Upon entry of a new registration, application
information is sent electronically to the state. For forms listing a driver’s license or state
ID number, the system will automatically return records from the DOL with an exact
match of the identifying number, last name, and date of birth; the standard may allow for
variations on the applicant’s first name.'® State officials will send unmatched application
information back to the county for follow-up.** Each county has the option to conduct a
second match attempt through a direct connection to the DOL by looking up the
identifying number directly in the DOL database, but no statewide rule mandates such a
second attempt.

Forms listing SSN digits will be automatically checked against the SSA database through
the standard AAMVA process: the county elections official will submit an entered record
to the DOL database, which will automatically submit the appropriate fields to the SSA
and return a code indicating whether the record was successfully matched or not.

Matches for forms with driver’s license or state ID numbers are completed within
minutes. The SSN match is completed within 24 hours, and often much more quickly.

What are the consequences of the state’s failure to find a match for a voter registration
application? An application with unverified information will be rejected.*?

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying
number, without submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may correct missing or
incomplete information at any point within 45 days of the day the application was
submitted."®

Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match, without submitting a
new form? Yes. The applicant may submit information to resolve a failed match at any
point within 45 days of the day the application was submitted.**
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If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration
deadline, is the correction timely? Yes, if the information is corrected within 45 days of
the day the application was submitted.™

Description of notice and correction process: The county election official will attempt to
notify by mail an applicant whose identifying number is missing, incomplete, illegible, or
unverified; county officials may also attempt to contact the applicant by phone. The
applicant will be sent a new postage-prepaid application form*® to submit, by mail or in
person, with a verifiable identifying number or a copy of acceptable identification; the
applicant may also resolve the problem by submitting a verifiable identifying number by
phone. If the applicant does not correct the problem within 45 days,'” the application will
be rejected.

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must provide identification at the Forms of ID:
polls? Every voter must show identification
at the polls,™ and voters registering by mail | Every voter: current and valid photo ID

; ; . county-issued voter 1D
without an identifying number must show current utility bill
identification when they next vote, whether ‘g’gg‘;ﬁﬁgmﬁeck
at the polls or otherwise.™ paycheck

other gov’t document

What forms of identification are accepted? Valid photo ID, a voter’s ID issued by the
county, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check,
or other government document.?

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The voter may cast a
provisional ballot. The ballot will be counted if the name, signature, and date of birth on
the provisional ballot envelope match a valid voter registration record; such records must
include a verified identifying number or an assessment that the voter has no such number,
unless the voter registered before 2006.%

Statutes and Regulations

WAsH. Rev. CoDE ch. 29A.08, as amended by Chapter 243, Laws of 2005, and Chapter
246, Laws of 2005, generally concerns registration. WASH. REv. CoDE § 29A.08.105
establishes that the centralized statewide voter registration list maintained by the
Secretary of State will be the official list. WAsSH. ADMIN. CODE tit. 434, ch. 253
comprises the applicable regulations.
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End Notes

' WAsH. REV. CoDE § 29A.08.140.
?1d. § 29A.08.145,
% Id. § 29A.08.125; electionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration
Databases Under HAVA, June 2005, available at
http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf, at 24.
* WASH. ADMIN. CODE §§ 434-324-010, 434-324-055; \oter Registration Database \oter
Registration Identity Verification Procedures -- DRAFT.
® Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA table 2.html. Due to
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.
® WasH. REV. CODE §§ 29A.08.010, 29A.08.113.
"Id. § 29A.08.107(3), 29A.08.210(16), 29A.08.775, 29A.08.140.
®1d. § 29A.08.107(3), 29A.08.210(16), 29A.08.775, 29A.08.140.
® Wash. Voter Registration Database Voter Registration Identity Verification Procedures
-- DRAFT.
91d. The system apparently contains some flexibility for matches of the first name, but
1t1 is unclear exactly how such matches will be found.

Id.
12 \WasH. REV. CoDE § 29A.08.107(3), 29A.08.210(16), 29A.08.775, 29A.08.140; WASH.
ADMIN. CODE 434-324-040, 434-324-005(10).
3 WAasH. REV. CoDE § 29A.08.110(1).
1d. § 29A.08.110(2).
>1d. § 29A.08.110(1).
1°1d. § 29A.08.030(1).
7 1d. 88 29A.08.107(2), 29A.08.110(1). Note: Washington officials indicated that
corrections would be accepted only until the voter registration deadline; state law,
however, provides for a 45-day correction period without mention of the registration
deadline. See id. § 29A.08.110.
'8 1d. § 29A.44.205.
91d. § 29A.08.113.
20 |d. §§ 29A.08.113, 29A.44.205. The section pertaining to all voters, and not merely
those who have registered by mail without an identifying number, does not specify that
the voter must submit a government document with an address. Id. § 29A.44.205.
21 WASH. ADMIN. CODE § 434-253-047.
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If submitting this form by mail and you are registering to vote for the
first fime in this state, and did not enter any information in box 1 A, or B
you must provide a copy of one of the following:

* Current photo ID

« Current utility bill

* Bank statement

* Government check

* Paycheck

* Or other government document that shows your name and address.

Federal & State Law require you to provide your WA Driver’s License or WA ID Card#.
If you do not have a WA Driver’s License or ID Card, provide the lust 4 digits of your Social Security number.

y B A WA Driver's License # B Lost 4 Digits /SSN | € Q) Check l:':::ru hmm
a WA Drivers License, ID card, or SSN.
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