Rhode Island

Registration Deadline  IEATEEE

Forms must be received or postmarked 30 days before an election.!

Database Implementation Status

Rhode Island is currently using a new top-down voter registration system (the “CVRS”),
in which municipal officials directly access one centralized statewide database. This
system was built with the assistance of Covansys and PCC Technology Group, and is
managed by the Elections Division at the Office of the Secretary of State.?

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? On behalf of the local boards of canvassers,
municipal clerks generally review and enter information from voter registration forms in
their jurisdictions directly into the statewide system.

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies?
Forms received by the State Board of Elections are forwarded to the appropriate local
board of canvassers for review and entry. Data and signatures from forms received by
the DMV are sent electronically to the statewide database, and automatically forwarded
along with a hard copy of the application to the appropriate local board of canvassers.’
Other voter registration agencies are required to send forms within 10 days of receipt to
the State Board of Elections or the appropriate local board of canvassers.*

How are most forms submitted? Rhode Island did not report how voter registration forms
were submitted in 2004.°

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be issued
a unique voter registration number, and will be registered, but must show identification
either before the election or at the polls.°

How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? If the applicant is
otherwise eligible, she will be issued a unique voter registration number and will be
registered, but she must show identification either before the election or at the polls.”
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How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be issued a unique
voter registration number and will be registered, but she must show identification either
before the election or at the polls.?

Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor vehicle
or Social Security records? Identifying number, name, and date of birth.

How precise is the match standard? Rhode Island will use a “substantial match”
standard to match information on forms with a driver’s license number: the number must
match exactly, but discretion is left to the state elections official to determine whether
any of the returned records match substantially. Rhode Island will use the standard
AAMVA criteria for matching information on forms with SSN digits: exact match of the
SSN-4, first name, last name, month of birth, and year of birth.

How much human intervention is involved in determining whether information is
matched? The process for matching information on forms with SSN digits will be fully
automated. For matching information on forms with driver’s license numbers, the system
will return a list of records with an exact match of the identifying number. The local
election official has the discretion to determine whether a likely match exists among the
possible matches returned.

Description of matching process: For matching information on forms with driver’s
license numbers, the DMV will return to the local election official a list of all records that
match the driver’s license number exactly. The local official will review these records
for a “substantial match” of name and date of birth. Information on forms listing SSN
digits will be automatically checked against the SSA database through the standard
AAMVA process: the DMV will automatically submit the appropriate fields to the SSA
and return a code indicating whether the record was successfully matched or not.

Note: Municipal clerks will also manually check the address on a voter registration
application against a database of valid street addresses. If no match is found, the
application will be rejected (and the applicant will be contacted by the local board of
canvassers to correct the invalid information).’

What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match? If the applicant is otherwise
eligible, she will be issued a unique voter registration number, and will be registered, but
must show identification either before the election or at the polls.’

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying
number, without submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may correct missing or
incomplete information at any point before Election Day.**
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Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match, without submitting a
new form? Yes. The applicant may submit information to resolve a failed match at any
point before Election Day. "

If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration
deadline, is the correction timely? Yes.

Description of notice and correction process: The municipal official will attempt to
notify, by an automatically generated letter, an applicant whose identifying number is
missing, incomplete, illegible, or unverified. The applicant may attempt to resolve the
issue at any point before Election Day. If the identifying number cannot be verified, the
applicant will be registered, but will have to provide identification at the polls.

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must provide identification at the

polls? Any voter whose identifying Forms of ID:
number has not been verified, and who , :
. voters without a current and valid photo ID

has not previously presented a copy of verified identifying  current utility bill w/ name, address
valid identification to a municipal number: bank statement w/ name, address

i L N government check w/ name, address
elections official, must provide paycheck w/ name, address
identification at the pO”S 13 other gov’t document w/ name, address

What forms of identification are accepted? A current and valid photo 1D, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government
document that shows the name and address of the voter.**

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The voter may cast a
provisional ballot.™> The ballot will be counted if the voter’s name, date of birth, and
municipality, as presented on the provisional ballot, correspond to a record in the
municipality’s list of registered voters.*

Statutes and Regulations
R.l. GEN. LAws tit. 9.1 generally concerns registration. R.l. GEN. LAws 8§ 17-6-1 and

17-6-1.2 direct the Secretary of State to establish and maintain a single statewide voter
registration system. R.l. CODE R. pt. 32 comprises the applicable regulations.

End Notes

' R.I. GEN. LAWs §§ 17-9.1-3, 17-9.1-9; 32-000-023 R.l. CoDE R. § 5 (Weil 2004).

2 electionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration Databases Under HAVA,
June 2005, available at http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf, at 22;
electionline.org, Statewide Voter Registration Database Status, at
http://www.electionline.org/Default.aspx?tabid=288.
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*R.1. GEN. LAWS § 17-9.1-7, as amended by 2005 R.1. Laws ch. 05-204 (05-H 5754A)
(2005).

*1d. § 17-9.1-8(e)(2); 32-000-018 R.l. CoDE R. §§ 17-9.1-7, -8 (Weil 2004).

> Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA table 2.html.

® Rhode Island regulations provide that if a verifiable identifying number is not presented
on the voter registration form, the state will first attempt to match name and date of birth
against records collected by the DMV, to determine whether an appropriate identifying
number can be found. If so, that number is applied to the applicant’s record; the voter
will have a chance to reject the assigned number upon receiving confirmation of her
registration. 32-000-023 R.I. CoDE R. § 7 (Weil 2004). However, Rhode Island officials
indicated that this did not reflect state practice; it would correct simple transpositions and
other obvious data entry errors but would not correct more substantial omissions or
mistakes.

’ See supra note 6.

®1d.

*R.I. GEN. LAWS § 17-9.1-27.

1032-000-023 R.I. CoDE R. § 7(C) (Weil 2004). See also supra note 6.

1 Note: missing, incomplete, or unverified identifying numbers do not cause a Rhode
Island registration form to become incomplete, and need not trigger the correction
procedures of 32-000-023 R.l. CoDE R. § 6(A) (Weil 2004), which state that the voter
may correct errors by the 20" day before the election.

12 But see 32-000-023 R.I. CoDE R. § 6(A) (Weil 2004) (stating that the voter may correct
errors by the 20" day before the election).

3 1d. § 7(C) (Weil 2004).

1d. § 7(C) (Weil 2004).

> R.1. Bd. of Elec., Rules & Regulations for Provisional Voting (Mar. 27, 2005) (to be
codified at 32-000-___ R.l. CopeR. § 4(A) (Weil 2005).

1°1d. § 6(B) (Weil 2005).
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2. Rl Driver’s License Number / Last 4 Digits Of Social Security Number - The
applicant shall provide his/her driver's license number if the applicant has a current
and valid Rhode Island driver’s license. In the case of an applicant who does not
have a Rhode Island driver’s license he/she shall provide the last 4 digits of his/her
social security number. An applicant who does NOT have a Rhode Island driver's
license or social security number shall place a check mark in the box provided.

NOTICE: Registrations Submitted by Mail

A first time applicant for voter registration in Rhode Island who submits his/her
registration by mail must submit to election officials either: a) a copy of a current
and valid photo identification; or b) a copy of a current utility bill, bank
statement, government check, paycheck, or government document that shows
the name and address of the applicant. An applicant who fails to include a copy
of the required identification with his/her registration shall be required to do so
prior to, or at the time of, voting for the first time.

2 RI Driver’s'Lic. No. / Last 4 Digits of Soc. Sec. No.

| do NOT have a RI
driver’s license or
social security no.
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