New Mexico

Registration Deadline
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Forms must be received or postmarked 28 days before an election.*

Database Implementation Status

New Mexico is currently using a top-down voter registration system (“PowerProfile”)
built by Election Systems & Software, in which each county has direct access to the
single statewide database.?

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? County clerks generally review and enter
information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into the statewide system.
Forms are also sent monthly to the state Elections Bureau to be checked for errors.

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies? Forms
received by the Secretary of State, DMV, or another voter registration agency are sent
within ten calendar days to the appropriate county clerk for review and entry.?

How are most forms submitted? New Mexico reported that in 2004, 52% of forms were
submitted by mail, 13% were submitted in person to election officials, and 36% were
submitted by other means.*

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.”

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? New Mexico’s form does not clearly state how an
applicant should indicate that she has no valid identifying number.

How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? If uncorrected (see
below), the application will be rejected.

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? If uncorrected (see below), the application will be rejected.

Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor vehicle
or Social Security records? Full SSN, date of birth.
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Description of matching process: New Mexico has not yet determined the process or
criteria by which matches will be sought, nor has the state determined the consequences
of any failed match.

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying
number, without submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may correct missing or
incomplete information at any point before the voter registration deadline.

Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match, without submitting a
new form? New Mexico has not yet determined the correction process for a failed match.

If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration
deadline, is the correction timely? No.

Description of notice and correction process: The county elections official will attempt
to notify an applicant whose identifying number is missing, incomplete, illegible, or
unverified; the official will also return a copy of the rejected form to the applicant. The
applicant may attempt to resolve the error by phone, mail, or in person, at any point
before the voter registration deadline.

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must provide identification atthe | Forms of ID:
polls? Every voter must provide
H iFi H 6 1st-time voters current and valid photo ID or voter ID
identification at the pOIIS' registering by mail:  current utility bill w/ name, address
bank statement w/ name, address

What forms of identification are gdovernment check w name, address
accepted” A first-time voter FS)tatlj)zjcenetcl sza?g Tv?ﬁ?na:ﬁzs address
registering by mail who has not yet other gov’t document w/ name, address
submitted identification must provide every other voter: current and valid photo ID or voter ID
a current and valid photo ID or voter curtent utlty bl w/ name, address
ID card, or a utility bill, bank government check w/ name, address
statement, government check paycheck w/ name, address

! ! student ID card with name, address
paycheck, student ID card, or other other gov’t document w/ name, address
government document (including ID declaration of name, birth year, SSN-4

issued by an Indian nation, tribe, or

pueblo) with her name and current address.” Any other voter must submit one of the
above docugments or a verbal or written declaration of the voter’s name, year of birth, and
her SSN-4.

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The voter may cast a
provisional ballot.® The ballot will be counted if the voter provides the required
identification to the county clerk before 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.*°
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Statutes and Regulations

N.M. STAT. ANN. ch. 1, art. 4 generally concerns registration. N.M. STAT. ANN. § 1-5-30
directs the Secretary of State to establish and maintain a single statewide voter
registration system. N.M. CoDE R. tit. 1, ch. 10, pts. 8, 22, and 26 comprise the
applicable regulations.

End Notes

L N.M. STAT. ANN. §8§ 1-4-5.1(F), 1-4-8(A)(1).

2 ¢ lectionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration Databases Under HAVA,
June 2005, available at http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINALL.pdf, at 20.
*N.M. STAT. ANN. §8 1-4-47, -48

* Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA_table 2.html. Due to
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.

> New Mexico’s voter registration form is not available online. The form presented for
purposes of this summary is the federal voter registration form.

® N.M. STAT. ANN. § 1-1-5.4. New Mexico law, however, directs the presiding precinct
judge to suspend all requirements for physical voter identification other than those
mandated by federal law if voters must spend more than 45 minutes in line at the polls on
election day. Id. § 1-12-4.1.

" See id. §§ 1-4-5.1(1)(4), 1-12-7.1(E), 1-12-8(B).

®1d. §§ 1-1-23, 1-1-24, 1-12-7.1(D), 1-12-8(C), 1-12-10.

%1d. § 1-12-7.1(D), (E), 1-12-8(B), 1-12-10(B).

191d. § 1-12-7.1(D), (E); N.M. CoDE R. § 1.10.22.8(H).
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First Time Voters Who Register by Mail

If you are registering to vote for the first time in your
jurisdiction and are mailing this registration application,
you may be required to provide proof of identification the
first time you vote.
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Box 6 — ID Number

Federal law requires that states collect from each regis-
trant an identification number. You must refer to your
state's specific instructions for item 6 regarding informa-

tion on what number is acceptable for your state. If you
have neither a drivers license nor a social security num-
ber, please indicate this on the form and a number will be
assigned to you by your state.
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ID Number - (See Item 6 in the instructions for your state)

If you are registering to vote for the first time: please information on submitting
copies of valid identification documents with this form.
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Attention: Proof of Voter Identifica-
tion

(Pursuant to the Help America Vote
Act of 2002)

If this form is submitted by mail
and it is the first time you have
registered in this county or the state
of New Mexico, you MUST submit
a COPY of a current valid photo
ID or a COPY of a current utility
bill, bank statement, paycheck or
er government document that
s your name and address in
ubmitting this identi-
Registration Deadli icati nation now will allow
before the election. -

security number will become part o
the permanent voter registration re-
cords of your locality, which are open
to inspection by the public in the
office of the county clerk. However,
your social security number and date
of birth will remain confidential and
will not be disclosed to the public.
Computerized listings of limited vot-
er registration information (without
social security number or birth date)
are available to the general public,
and are furnished upon request to in-
cumbent election officeholders, can-
didates, political parties, courts and
non-profit organizations promoting
voter participation and registration,
for political purposes only (§1-5-19B,
NMSA 1978).
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