Maryland

Registration Deadline AR

Forms must be received or postmarked 21 days before an
election.!

Database Implementation Status

Maryland has connected all jurisdictions to a top-down voter registration system,
in which each jurisdiction has direct access to the one centralized statewide database. In
1999, Maryland engaged Election Systems & Software to create a statewide system, but
the resulting product was not HAVA-compliant; in April 2005, the state retained Saber
Consulting to provide a new system.?  The new system was implemented statewide in
December 2005.

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? Elections officials from each county
and from the City of Baltimore (collectively, “local elections officials™) generally review
and enter information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into the
statewide system.?

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration
agencies? Forms received by the State Board of Elections, Motor Vehicle
Administration (“MVA?”), or other voter registration agencies are sent within five days of
receipt to local elections officials for review and entry.”

How are most forms submitted? Maryland reported that in 2004, 35% of forms
were submitted by mail, 4% were submitted in person to election officials, 29% were
submitted at the MVA, 3% were submitted at another voter registration agency, and 29%
were submitted by other means.”

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this
section.

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the
applicant has no valid identifying number? The applicant will be assigned a unique voter
registration number; if the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be considered
registered.

How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without
an affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? The application will be
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considered “incomplete.” If uncorrected (see below) by the close of registration, the
application will be rejected.

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? The application will be considered “incomplete.” If uncorrected
(see below) by the close of registration, the application will be rejected.

Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor
vehicle or Social Security records? Identifying number, name, and date of birth.®

How precise is the match standard? Maryland requires an exact match to match
information on forms submitted with a driver’s license number. Maryland will use the
standard AAMVA criteria for matching information on forms with SSN digits: exact
match of the SSN-4, first name, last name, month of birth, and year of birth.

How much human intervention is involved in determining whether information is
matched? The match process will be fully automated, except that election officials will
proof data entry for all unverifiable information.

Description of matching process: With the new system, verification is automated
so that it takes only a few seconds. Registration forms with driver’s license numbers will
be matched against MV A records. After the system completes its search, users will
receive a simple ‘match’ or ‘no match’ message. Information on forms listing SSN digits
will be automatically checked against the SSA database through the standard AAMVA
process: the MVA will automatically submit the appropriate fields to the SSA and return
a code indicating whether the record was successfully matched or not.

What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match? If uncorrected (see
below), and if the applicant does not submit a current and valid photo ID, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government
document that shows the voter’s name and address by the close of registration, the
application will be rejected.

Maryland will also send each prospective registrant a voter notification card; if
the card is returned as undeliverable, the registration will be rejected.’

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete
identifying number, without submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may correct
missing or incomplete information at any point before the voter registration deadline.?

Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match, without
submitting a new form? Yes. The applicant may submit information to resolve a failed
match at any point before the voter registration deadline.’
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If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter
registration deadline, is the correction timely? No.'°

Description of notice and correction process: An applicant whose identifying
number is missing, incomplete, illegible, or unverified will be notified by mail, and may
correct the error at any point before the close of registration. Election officials are
specifically directed to contact the voter with a verification inquiry so as to avoid
needless rejections.™ If the identifying number cannot be verified, the local elections
officials will correspond with the applicant and request a document that establishes the
applicant’s identity.*

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must provide

identification at the polls? Any first- Forms of ID:
time voter who reQIStere_d by mall after 1st-time voters Maryland driver’s license or ID card
January 1, 2003, whose identifying registered after student photo 1D card
number has not been verified, and who | /1/03 without employee photo |D card
. ! verified identifying military photo ID card
has not previously presented a copy of | number: passport
valid identification to the local election other state or federal gov't photo D
3 X . . current utility bill w/ name, address
board, must provide identification at bank statement w/ name, address
the polls.®* All other voters must state government check w/ name, address
. 3 paycheck w/ name, address
their name, month and date of birth, other gov’t document w/ name, address
14
and address. every other voter: declaration of name, birth date, address

What forms of identification are accepted? Maryland driver’s license or state ID
card; student or employee photo ID card; military photo ID card; passport; any other state
or federal government photo ID card; or a current utility bill, bank statement, government
check, paycheck, or other government document with the voter’s name and address.™

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The voter may cast
a provisional ballot. The ballot will be counted if the individual submits identification by
10:00 a.m. on the Monday after the election.*®

Statutes and Regulations

MD. CODE ANN., ELEC. LAW 88 3-101 et seq. generally concern registration. Mp. CODE
ANN., ELEC. LAW 8§ 2-103(6) and 3-101(c), as amended by 2005 Md. Laws ch. 572
(H.B. 723), directs the State Administrator of Elections to establish and maintain a single
statewide voter registration system. MbD. REGs. CODE tit. 33 comprise the applicable
regulations.

End Notes

1 Mb. CobE ANN., ELEC. LAW § 3-302.
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2 electionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration Databases Under HAVA,
June 2005, available at http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf, at 18;
electionline.org, Statewide Voter Registration Database Status, at
http://www.electionline.org/Default.aspx?tabid=288.

¥ MD. CODE ANN., ELEC. LAW §§ 3-301(b), as amended by 2005 Md. Laws ch. 572 (H.B.
723).

% 1d. 88 3-203(b)(4), 3-204(e); MD. ReGS. CODE tit. 33, §§ 33.05.03.02(C)(2),
33.05.04.02(A).

> Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA table 2.html. Due to
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.

® MD. ReGs. CODE tit. 33, §§ 33.07.06.04.

” See id. tit. 33, §§ 33.05.05.03(B).

® See id. tit. 33, §§ 33.05.04.05(C).

% Seeid.

19 5ee jd.

" 1d. tit. 33, § 33.05.04.04.

12 See id.

" 1d. tit. 33, § 33.07.06.01-.04.

“ MD. CopE ANN., ELEC. LAW § 10-310(3)-(4).

' Mp. REGs. CODE tit. 33, § 33.07.06.02.

1 MD. CobE ANN., ELEC. LAW §§ 9-404(b)(2), 11-303(d); MD. REGS. CODE tit. 33, §§
33.07.06.05, 33.16.05.01. The ballot also will not be counted if the individual has
already voted and returned an absentee ballot, if she was challenged and the challenge
was upheld, or if she voted during extended voting hours pursuant to an invalid order.
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Personal Identification
Number
(see Instructions above):

NOTICE TO MAIL-IN REGISTRANTS

If you have never before voted in Maryland and submit this application by mail,

and if you want to ensure that you are not required to provide identification when

you vote in Maryland for the first time, you should submit with this application:

® a copy of a current, valid photo identification, OR

® a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or
other government document showing your name and address.

PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (ITEMS 9, 10)

If you have a current, valid Maryland driver’s license or MVA ID card, you must
enter the identification number. If you do not have a current, valid Maryland dri-
ver’s license or MVA ID card, you must enter at least the last 4 digits of your social
security number. If you have neither a current, valid Maryland driver’s
license/MVA 1D card nor a social security number, check the box in Item 10.
However, please note, the disclosure of your full social security number is volun-
tary. The statutory authority allowing officials to request your social security num-
ber is Election Law Article, §3-202. The number will only be used for registration
and other administrative purposes. It will be kept confidential.

[[] Check here if you have neither a current, valid
aryland driver’s license card nor a socia
Il — Maryland driver’s license/MVA ID card ial
security number.
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9 Personal Identification Number
If you have a current, valid Maryland driver’s license or MVA ID card, you
must enter the identification number in Item 9. If you do not have a current,
valid Maryland driver’s license or MVA ID card, you must enter at least the
last 4 digits of your social security number. The disclosure of your full social
security number is voluntary. The statutory authority allowing officials to

request your social security number is Election Law Art., §3-202. The num-
ber will only be used for registration and other administrative purposes. It
will be kept confidential.

Personal Identification Number
If you have neither a current, valid Maryland driver’s license/MVA ID card
nor a social security number, check the box in Item 10.
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