District of Columbia

Registration Deadline AR

Forms must be received 31 days or postmarked 30 days before an
election.!

Database Implementation Status

The District of Columbia uses one centralized database to enter, process, and maintain all
voter registration information.

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? The Registrar of VVoters generally reviews
and enters information from voter registration forms in the District of Columbia into the
system.

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies?
Forms received by the Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) are sent to the Registrar
of VVoters for review and entry.

How are most forms submitted? The District of Columbia reported that in 2004, 20% of
forms were submitted by mail, 6% were submitted in person to election officials, 56%
were submitted at the DMV, and 19% were submitted at another voter registration

2
agency.

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? The applicant will be assigned a unique voter
registration number; if the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be considered
registered, but will have to show identification at the polls.?

How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? The applicant will be
assigned a unique voter registration number. If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she
will be considered registered, but will have to show identification at the polls.

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? The applicant will be assigned a unique voter registration
number. If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be considered registered, but will
have to show identification at the polls.
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Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

What fields from the voter registration form will the state seek to match to motor vehicle
or Social Security records? Identifying number, full name, and date of birth.

How precise is the match standard? The District of Columbia has not yet determined
how substantial a match will be needed to match information on voter registration forms.

How much human intervention is involved in determining whether information is
matched? The process for matching information on voter registration forms depends
entirely on a manual search.

Description of matching process: Once per day, the DMV will send updated motor
vehicle information to the Registrar of VVoters, where an official will manually attempt to
match new applicants’ voter registration information to the DMV records. The District of
Columbia has not yet determined the criteria by which a match will be sought.

What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match? If the applicant is otherwise
eligible, she will be considered provisionally registered. Unless she provides
identification before the voter registration deadline, she will need to show photo
identification at the polls.

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying
number, without submitting a new form? Yes, but the applicant must submit a photocopy
of identification with name and address.

Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match? Yes, but the applicant
must submit a photocopy of identification with name and address.

If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration
deadline, is the correction timely? No.

Description of notice and correction process: The District of Columbia will send a
notice to the home address of any applicant with incomplete, illegible, or unmatched
identifying information, directing the applicant to provide a photocopy of current
identification that shows the applicant’s full name and address. If the applicant does not
provide this information before the voter registration deadline, she will have to provide
photo identification at the polls to vote a regular ballot. If both the notification and a
subsequent follow-up notification sent to all known addresses are returned undeliverable,
the registration will be cancelled.
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Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must provide identification at the

) ) Forms of ID:
polls? Every voter who did not provide
a verified identification number will vgters whose . current and valid photo 1D
have to provide identification at the dentifying furber
olls.
P voters who provided  current and valid photo 1D
no identifying current utility bill w/ name, address
What forms of identification are number: bank statement w/ name, address
government check w/ name, address
accepted? Every voter whose paycheck w/ name, address
identification number was not verified other gov’t document w/ name, address

(and who did not submit a photocopy of
current identification with name and address) before the voter registration deadline will
have to provide current and valid photo ID at the polls. Voters who did not provide an
identification number may submit current and valid photo ID, or a copy of a current
utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document
that shows the voter’s name and address.

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? A first-time voter
registering by mail may vote a provisional, or “special,” ballot. This ballot may be
counted, at the discretion of the Board of Elections and Ethics, if the voter is deemed
eligible after a review of the available evidence.

Statutes and Regulations
D.C. CoDE ANN. 88 1-1001.05 and 1-1001.07 generally concern registration. D.C. CoDE

ANN. § 1-1001.05(a)(1) directs the Board of Elections and Ethics to develop and
administer a statewide voter registration database. There are no applicable regulations.

End Notes

! D.C. CobE ANN. § 1-1001.07(g).

2 Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at Hhttp://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA _table 2.htmlIH.
Due to rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.

*D.C. CoDE ANN. § 1-1001.07(a-1)(2).

* Although District of Columbia policy is reflected in the text above, the relevant statute
mandates only that first-time voters who registered by mail and whose identifying
numbers have not been verified must show identification at the time of registration or at
the polls. 1d. 8 1-1001.07(i)(6).

® Id. §§ 1-1001.07(i)(6), 1-1001.09(e).
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Important! New Federal Requirement:
IDENTIFICATION -- Federal law now requires that all voter
registration applications must include either the
applicant’s driver’s license number or the last four digits of
their social security number. If you do not have a driver's
license, you must provide the last four digits of your social
security number. If you have neither, please check the
appropriate box on this voter registration form and the
District will assign you a number.

Failure to complete section #8 or 8a of this form may
prevent your application for voter registration from being
processed.

Driver’s License Number, or the last 4 digits o W|ii ecurity Number

NV
[ 1do not have a Driver’s License Number or a

Social Security Number. Please assign me a number.



Justin Levitt
Polygon




