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Table 1: Murder and Crime in 30 Largest Cities (2014-2015) (updated 12/23/15) 
 

City 
2014 
Total 

Murders 

2015 
Projected 

Total 
Murders 

Projected 
Percent 

Change in 
Murders 

2015 
Projected 
Murder 
Rate per 
100,000 

2014 Crime 
Rate per 
100,000 

2015 
Projected 

Crime 
Rate per 

100,00 

Percent 
Change in 

Crime 
Rate 

New York, N.Y.1 333 356 6.8% 4.2 2,113 2,105 -0.4%* 

Los Angeles, Calif.2 260 292 12.2% 7.4 2,440 2,838 16.3%* 

Chicago, Ill.3 411 472 15.0% 17.4 3,503 3,071 -12.3% 

Houston, Tex.4 242 313 29.5% 14.0 5,601 5,344 -4.6% 

Philadelphia, Pa.5 248 252 1.6% 16.2 4,328* 4,087 -5.6% 

Phoenix, Ariz.6 114 112 -1.4% 7.3 4,211 4,168 -1.0%* 

San Antonio, Tex.7 103 118 14.7% 8.2 5,848 5,547 -5.1% 

San Diego, Calif.8 32 35 10.0% 1.9 2,292 2,385 4.1% 

Dallas, Tex.9 116 127 9.5% 9.9 4,164 4,043 -2.9% 

San Jose, Calif.10 32 28 14.3% 2.7 2,709* 2,796 3.2% 

Austin, Tex.11 32 43 35.3% 4.7 4,432 4,159 -6.2% 

Jacksonville, Fla.12 96 102 5.8% 12.0 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

San Francisco, Calif. Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Indianapolis, Ind. Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Columbus, Ohio Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Fort Worth, Tex.13 55 52 -5.5% 6.4 4,731 4,456 -5.8% 

Charlotte, N.C.14 47 69 46.7% 8.5 4,369 4,830 10.6% 

Detroit, Mich.15 314 285 -5.6% 40.3 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

El Paso, Tex. Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Seattle, Wash.16 26 27 4.8% 4.1 6,627 6,019 -9.2%* 

Denver, Colo.17 31 53 72.4% 8.1 3,695 4,128 11.7%* 

Memphis, Tenn.18 129 124 -3.9% 18.9 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Washington, D.C.19 105 172 64.0% 26.1 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Boston, Mass.20 53 40 -25.0% 6.1 3,302 Unavailable Unavailable* 

Nashville, Tenn. Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Baltimore, Md.21 211 343 62.8% 55.1 5,962 6,300 4.6% 

Oklahoma City, 
Okla.22 

45 70 54.9% 11.2 5,094 4,646 -8.8% 

Portland, Ore.23 26 20 -22.1% 3.2 5,227 4,234 -24.8% 

Las Vegas, Nev.24 122 122 0.0% 8.2 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

Louisville, Ky.25 56 83 25.8% 12.4 Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable 

AVERAGE - - +14.6% 10.1 - - -5.5% 

 Source: Police department and city reports available as of December 23, 2015. See footnotes for each city for specifics. 
(Projections were rounded, so percentages may not precisely match projected totals.)  

http://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2015-preliminary-analysis
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Updated Table 1 shows the same conclusions as the November report, Crime in 2015: A Preliminary 
Analysis, with slightly different percentages: 
 

 Crime overall in the 30 largest cities in 2015 remained roughly the same as in 2014. In fact, 
the projection shows a decrease of 5.5 percent, meaning the crime rate will remain less than 
half of what it was in 1990.  
  

 The 2015 murder rate is projected to be 14.6 percent higher than last year in the 30 largest 
cities, with 18 cities experiencing increases and 7 decreases. However, in absolute terms, 
murder rates are so low that a small numerical increase leads to a large percentage change. 
Even with the 2015 increase, murder rates are roughly the same as they were in 2012 — in 
fact, they are slightly lower. Since murder rates vary widely from year to year, one year’s 
increase is not evidence of a coming wave of violent crime. 
  

 A handful of cities have seen sharp rises in murder rates. Just two cities, Baltimore and 
Washington, D.C., account for almost 50 percent of the national increase in murders. These 
serious increases seem to be localized, rather than part of a national pandemic, suggesting 
community conditions are a major factor. The preliminary report examined five cities with 
particularly high murder rates — Baltimore, Detroit, Milwaukee, New Orleans, and St. Louis 
— and found these cities also had significantly lower incomes, higher poverty rates, higher 
unemployment, and falling populations than the national average. 

 
The original report is available here.  
 
*January 26, 2016: Indicates corrections made due to transcription or calculation errors.  
 
                                                           
1 NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEP’T, COMPSTAT CITYWIDE (2015), available at 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-city.pdf. Data was available as of  December 
13, 2015.  

2 LOS ANGELES POLICE DEP’T, COMPSTAT CITYWIDE PROFILE (2015), available at 
http://assets.lapdonline.org/assets/pdf/cityprof.pdf. Data was available as of  December 5, 2015. 

3 CHICAGO POLICE DEP’T, COMPSTAT CITY WIDE (2015), available at 
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Crime%20Statistics/1_pdfsam_CompStat%20P
ublic%202015%20Week%2050.pdf. Data was available as of  December 6, 2015. 

4 See HOUSTON POLICE DEP’T, CITY WIDE SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2015 (2015), available at 
http://mycity.houstontx.gov/crime/ucrPage.aspx. The authors added together each month to get 2015 and 2014 YTD 
figures. Data was available as of  November 30, 2015. 

5 PHILADELPHIA POLICE DEP’T, MAJOR CRIMES AS REPORTED TO P.P.D – CITYWIDE- WEEK 51 (9/14/15 – 9/20/15) 
(2015), available at https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B23Pg6Sgxll1cWZSRjJzdHk3UUE&usp=sharing. Data 
was available as of  December 13, 2015. 

6 PHOENIX POLICE DEP’T. COMPSTAT CITYWIDE , available at 
https://www.phoenix.gov/policesite/Documents/ucr_monthly_2015.pdf. Data was available as of  August 31st. 

7 SAN ANTONIO POLICE DEP’T, UCR BY YEAR, MONTHLY COUNT OF ACTUAL OFFENSES KNOW TO POLICE (2015), 
available at http://www.sanantonio.gov/SAPD/UniformCrimeReports.aspx. Data was available as of  September 30, 
2015. 

8 AUTOMATED REG’L JUSTICE INFO. SYS., CRIME STATISTICS AND MAPS (2015), available at http:/crimestats.arjis.org. Data 
was available as of  September 30, 2015. 

http://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2015-preliminary-analysis
http://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2015-preliminary-analysis
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/downloads/pdf/crime_statistics/cs-en-us-city.pdf
http://assets.lapdonline.org/assets/pdf/cityprof.pdf
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Crime%20Statistics/1_pdfsam_CompStat%20Public%202015%20Week%2050.pdf
https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/News/Crime%20Statistics/1_pdfsam_CompStat%20Public%202015%20Week%2050.pdf
http://mycity.houstontx.gov/crime/ucrPage.aspx
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B23Pg6Sgxll1cWZSRjJzdHk3UUE&usp=sharing
https://www.phoenix.gov/policesite/Documents/ucr_monthly_2015.pdf
http://www.sanantonio.gov/SAPD/UniformCrimeReports.aspx
http://crimestats.arjis.org/
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9 DALLAS POLICE DEP’T, COMPSTAT REPORT BY WATCH: CITY WIDE COUNTS (2015), available at 
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/65924246/2-Weekly%20Reports/Weekly%20-
%20COMPSTAT%20Report%20By%20Watch.pdf. Data was available as of December 20, 2015.  

10 SAN JOSE POLICE DEP’T, UCR- PART ONE CRIMES REPORTED (2015), available at 
http://www.sjpd.org/CrimeStats/updates/Part_One_Crimes_Reported_YTD.pdf?cacheID=20150714. Data was 
available as of November 30, 2015. 

11 AUSTIN POLICE DEP’T, APD COMPSTAT REPORTS AS OF 11/30/2015 (2015), available at 
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Police/SEP_Citywide_-_Violent.pdf. Data was available as of 
September 30, 2015. 

12 JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE, CRIMEVIEW (2015), available at 
http://jacksonville.fl.crimeviewcommunity.com/default.aspx. Data was available as of December 21st. 

13 DALLAS POLICE DEP’T, NIBRS REPORT BY MONTH/PRIOR MONTH WITH CURRENT VS. PRIOR YTD (2015), available 
at https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/65924246/2-Weekly%20Reports/Weekly%20-
%20COMPSTAT%20Report%20By%20Watch.pdf. Data was available as of December 20, 2015. 

14 CHARLOTTE POLICE DEP’T, CRIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR THE 3RD QUARTER OF 2015 (2015), available at 
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/CMPD/safety/CrimeStat/Pages/default.aspx. Data was available as of September 
30, 2015. 

15 CITY OF DETROIT, REPORTED HOMICIDES IN 2015 (2015), available at https://data.detroitmi.gov/Public-
Safety/Reported-Homicides-in-2015/a6qx-7sqj. Data was available as of December 19, 2015. 

16 SEATTLE POLICE DEP’T, SEASTAT DECEMBER 2015 (2015), available at 
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Police/SeaStat/SeaStat_ppt_20151209.pdf. Data was available as of 
December 5, 2015. 

17 DENVER POLICE DEP’T, PART 1 CRIMES IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER BASED ON UCR STANDARDS (2015), 
available at 
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/720/documents/statistics/2015/UCR_Citywide_Report
ed_Offenses_2015.pdf. Data was available as of November 30, 2015. 

18 MEMPHIS POLICE DEP’T, OPERATION SAFE COMMUNITY: MONTHLY CRIME TRENDS: TIBRS GROUP A OFFENSES 

(2015), available at http://operationsafecommunity.org/assets/1294/august_2015_crime_stats.pdf. The authors 
calculated results from reported rates by dividing by UCR population statistics. Data was available as of  August 30, 2015. 

19 METRO. POLICE, WASHINGTON DC, METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT: DISTRICT CRIME DATA AT A GLANCE 

(2015), available at http://mpdc.dc.gov/page/district-crime-data-glance. Data was available as of  December 22nd. 

20 BOSTON POLICE DEP’T, PART ONE CRIME REPORTED (2015), available at 
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5086f19ce4b0ad16ff15598d/t/566f56a5c647ad0f11d90d3a/1450137253810/Wee
kly+Crime+Overview+12-14-15+3.pdf. Data was available as of  December 13, 2015. 

21 POLICE DEP’T, BALTIMORE MARYLAND, SUMMARIZED CRIME DATA BY DISTRICT – WEEK 51 (2015), available at 
https://data.baltimorecity.gov/Public-Safety/Summarized-Crime-Data-By-District-Week-38/4nh3-w6zf. Data was 
available as of  December 19, 2015. 

22 OKLAHOMA CITY POLICE DEP’T, CRIME STATISTICS SEPTEMBER 2015 (2015), available at 
http://www.okc.gov/okcpd/crimeinfo/crimestats/092015.pdf. Data was available as of  September 30, 2015. 

23 POLICE BUREAU OF PORTLAND, NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME STATISTICS (2015), available at 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/crimestats/index.cfm. Data was available as of  April 30, 2015. Because 
Portland has ceased to update their data one should not overly read into projections for this city.  

24 LAS VEGAS METRO. POLICE DEP’T, HOMICIDE STATS (2015), available at 
http://www.lvmpd.com/ProtectYourself/CrimeStatistics/tabid/566/Default.aspx. Data was available as of  September 
21st. 

25 METRO. POLICE, CRIME DATA (2015), available at http://portal.louisvilleky.gov/dataset/crimedataall-data. The authors 
filtered for index crimes. Data was available as of  November 30, 2015. 
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https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/720/documents/statistics/2015/UCR_Citywide_Reported_Offenses_2015.pdf
http://operationsafecommunity.org/assets/1294/august_2015_crime_stats.pdf
http://mpdc.dc.gov/page/district-crime-data-glance
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5086f19ce4b0ad16ff15598d/t/566f56a5c647ad0f11d90d3a/1450137253810/Weekly+Crime+Overview+12-14-15+3.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5086f19ce4b0ad16ff15598d/t/566f56a5c647ad0f11d90d3a/1450137253810/Weekly+Crime+Overview+12-14-15+3.pdf
https://data.baltimorecity.gov/Public-Safety/Summarized-Crime-Data-By-District-Week-38/4nh3-w6zf
http://www.okc.gov/okcpd/crimeinfo/crimestats/092015.pdf
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/crimestats/index.cfm
http://www.lvmpd.com/ProtectYourself/CrimeStatistics/tabid/566/Default.aspx
http://portal.louisvilleky.gov/dataset/crimedataall-data

