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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

Robyn Kravitz, et al., No. 8:18-cv-1041-GJH
Plaintiffs,
V.
U.S. Department of Commerce, ct al.,

Defendants.

La Unioén del Pueblo Entero, et al., No. 8:18-cv-1570-GJH
Plaintiffs,
v.

Wilbur L. Ross, in his official capacity as
Secretary of Commerce, et al.,

Defendants.

Motion to Stay Pre-Trial Deadlines,
Pre-Trial Conference, and
Trial in Light of Lapse of Appropriations
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Defendants move under 31 U.S.C. § 1342 for a stay of all pre-trial deadlines, the pre-trial
conference scheduled for January 18, 2019, and the bench trial scheduled for January 22, 2019, in
the above-captioned cases. The grounds for this motion are as follows:

1. At the end of the day on December 21, 2018, the appropriations act that had been
funding the Department of Justice expired and appropriations for the Department lapsed. The same
is true for Defendant U.S. Department of Commerce. It is unknown at this time when Congtress will
restore funding.

2. Without appropriations, Department of Justice attorneys and employees of the
Department of Commerce are prohibited from working on these cases, even on a voluntary basis,
except in very limited circumstances, including “emergencies involving the safety of human life or
the protection of property.” 31 U.S.C. § 1342.

3. Although undersigned counsel are prepared to meet the current pre-trial deadlines
as well as to be ready for the January 18 pre-trial conference and January 22 trial, due to the Anti-
Deficiency Act, the government requests a stay of all proceedings in these cases until Congress has
restored appropriations to the Departments of Justice and Commerce.

4. If this request for a stay is denied, and this Court orders the cases to continue, the
government will comply with the Court’s order, notwithstanding the lapse in appropriations.

5. If this motion for a stay is granted, undersigned counsel will notify the Court as soon
as Congress has appropriated funds for the Departments of Justice and Commerce. The government
requests that, at that point, all current deadlines be extended commensurate with the duration of the
lapse in appropriations.

Undersigned counsel regrets any disruption to the Court and other litigants.
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Dated: December 27, 2018

Respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH H. HUNT
Assistant Attorney General

BRETT A. SHUMATE
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

JOHN R. GRIFFITHS
Director, Federal Programs Branch

CARLOTTA P. WELLS
Assistant Branch Director

JOSHUA E. GARDNER
Special Counsel

[s/ Garrett Coyle

GARRETT COYLE (Bar No. 809812)
STEPHEN EHRLICH

COURTNEY D. ENLOW

MARTIN M. TOMLINSON

Trial Attorneys

United States Department of Justice
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch
1100 L Street NW

Washington, DC 20005

Tel.: (202) 616-8016

Fax: (202) 616-8470

Email: garrett.coyle@usdoj.gov

Counsel for Defendants



