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CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-17-003451 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 
TEXAS, TEXAS STATE CONFERENCE 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) and 
RUTHANN GEER, 
 Plaintiff 
 
v. 
 
ROLANDO PABLOS, Secretary of State 
for the State of Texas, and KEITH 
INGRAM, Director, Texas Elections 
Division of the Secretary of State, 
 Defendant. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
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 IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
 
 
  

 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
 
 
  
 
 
               98TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 
DEFENDANTS’ ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

 
TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THIS COURT: 

Defendants, Rolando Pablos, Secretary of State for the State of Texas, and Keith Ingram, 

Director, Texas Elections Division of the Secretary of State (collectively, “Defendants”), file this 

Original Answer and Affirmative Defenses in the above numbered and entitled cause, and would 

respectfully show the Court the following: 

GENERAL DENIAL 
 

 Pursuant to Rule 92 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedures, Defendants deny each and 

every allegation contained within Plaintiffs’ Original Petition for Declaratory Relief and demand 

strict proof of all allegations, as required by law.  

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 
  

1. Defendants assert the defense of sovereign immunity as to all of Plaintiffs’ claims. 

2. Defendants assert that the redundant remedies doctrine bars Plaintiffs’ claims and 

requests for relief. 
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3. Defendants assert that this Court lacks jurisdiction over Plaintiffs’ claims. 

4. Defendants assert that Plaintiffs’ claims should be dismissed to the extent they are 

moot or not ripe for adjudication. 

5. Defendants reserve the right to raise additional affirmative defenses as they become 

apparent during the development of the case. 

PRAYER 
 
 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Defendants pray that the Court deny all relief 

that the Plaintiffs request; that Plaintiffs take nothing by way of this suit; that all court costs be 

taxed against Plaintiffs; and for such other and further relief to which they may be entitled.  

Date: August 18, 2017   Respectfully submitted. 
 

KEN PAXTON 
Attorney General of Texas 
 
JEFFREY C. MATEER 
First Assistant Attorney General 
 
BRANTLEY STARR 
Deputy First Assistant Attorney General 
 
JAMES E. DAVIS 
Deputy Attorney General for Civil Litigation 
 
ANGELA V. COLMENERO 
Chief, General Litigation Division 
 
/s/ Esteban S.M. Soto    
ESTEBAN S.M. SOTO 

      State Bar No. 24052284 
      Assistant Attorney General  
      P.O. Box 12548, Capitol Station  
      Austin, Texas 78711-2548 
      (512) 463-2120 
      (512) 320-0667 Fax 
      esteban.soto@oag.texas.gov 
      ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANTS    
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing documents has been served on 
this the 18th day of August, 2017 on the following: 
 
Charles W. McGarry 
Texas Bar No. 13610650 
701 Commerce Street, Suite 400 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
(214) 748-0800 
(214) 748-9449 fax 
cmcgarry@ix.netcom.com 
 
Myrna Pérez, Esq. 
Douglas Keith, Esq. 
Brennan Center for Justice 
120 Broadway, Suite 1750 
New York, NY 10271 
(646) 292-8310 phone 
(212) 463-7308 fax 
myrna.perez@nyu.edu 
wendy.weiser@nyu.edu 
douglas.keith@nyu.edu 
(Pending admission pro hac vice) 
 
Daniel T. Donovan, Esq. 
Susan M. Davies, Esq. 
Michael A. Glick, Esq. 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
655 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 879-5000 phone 
(202) 879-5200 fax 
daniel.donovan@kirkland.com 
susan.davies@kirkland.com 
michael.glick@kirkland.com 
(Pending admission pro hac vice) 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 

  

_/s/ Esteban Soto________________   
     ESTEBAN SOTO 
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