APPENDIX: MEXICO
DEMOGRAPHICS AND ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
Mexico is a federal republic consisting of 31 states and a federal district. It has an estimated
population of 111.2 million. 1 More than 77.8 million individuals are registered to vote, or 95%
of the voting age population. 2 In the last presidential election, there were 59% of registered
voters turned out to vote. 3
The Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral — IFE) was created in 1990 as an
autonomous agency to administer all aspect of Mexican elections. 4 A division of the IFE known
as the Executive Directorate of the Federal Register of Electors (Dirección Ejecutiva del Registro
Federal de Electores) is responsible for creating and maintaining voter lists. 5 The IFE manages
332 district election offices and employs 13,600 people across the country. 6

VOTER REGISTRATION
Throughout much of the 20th century, Mexican elections were widely viewed as corrupt and
the national voter roll perceived as highly inaccurate. Following an upsurge of political reforms
in the early 1990s, Mexico created a new voter list from scratch by conducting a nationwide
door-to-door enumeration from November 1990 to July 1991. 7 To compile the list,
enumerators visited 16.5 million homes multiple times to register eligible citizens. 8 The voter
list built through this process ultimately contained 39.5 million voters. 9 This list is still in use,
although today, new voters must initiate voter registration by making an in-person visit to their
local election office. 10 Registration is open throughout the year. 11

Adding New Voters
To register to vote, eligible citizens must visit one of the federal election agency’s 332 district
offices. 12 After filling out a voter registration form, 13 registrants have their fingerprint,
signature, and photograph taken for a voter card. 14 The agency will notify a voter when her
card is ready to be picked up, typically 20 days after submission of a registration application. 15
The voter must provide valid identification to pick up their voter card. 16

Updating Existing Voter Entries
While voters are expected to notify election officials of changes in voter registration information,
including address changes, 17 the federal election agency also receives information from other
state agencies that trigger revisions to the voter list. 18 For example, the government agency that
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issues death certificates is responsible for informing election officials of a deceased voter, who is
then removed from the rolls. 19
In addition, in cases where an individual’s voting rights are suspended (or restored) by court
order, the ruling judges are required to notify the election agency with 10 days of the decision. 20

FILLING GAPS AND CORRECTING INACCURACIES
IN THE ROLLS
Mexico engages in two voter roll updating campaigns to ensure that voter records are current
and accurate. The federal election agency conducts an ongoing registration campaign known as
the Permanent Updating Campaign (Campaña de Actualización Permanente — CAP) from
January 16 to September 30 of each year. 21 During the 2008 campaign in the Mexican state of
Tabasco, there were nearly 475,000 registration transactions. 22 Nearly half of the transactions
were new registrations, updates to voter records, and address changes. The rest were related to
the retrieval of voter cards. 23
While the government undergoes registration activities year-round under the auspices of this
campaign, the bulk of registrations or updates to the federal register of electors occur during the
Intensive Updating Campaign (Campaña de Actualización Intensa — CAI) that occurs between
October 1 and January 15 of each year. 24 During this period, voters may register to vote or
update their registration information. 25 In 2004, the IFE deployed 788 registration units
during this period, 384 of which were in permanent locations, 128 of which were semi-fixed,
and 266 of which were mobile. 26 Mobile units are deployed to rural and remote areas. 27 In
2008, the federal election agency used incentives such as gift bags to encourage young citizens to
register to vote. 28

PRIVACY CONSIDERATIONS
Voter privacy is not an overarching concern in Mexico, as the entire national voter list — which
includes each voter’s photograph, voter ID number, full name, age, and address 29 — is made
available for political parties to review. 30 Voters may also check their registration status at
district election offices, 31 or online at the federal election agency’s website. 32
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