APPENDIX: BAHAMAS

DEMOGRAPHICS AND ELECTION ADMINISTRATION

The Commonwealth of The Bahamas is a constitutional parliamentary democracy with a
population of 309,000." 150,000 people, or 75% of the voting age population, are registered to

vote.” In the last parliamentary election, 91% of registered voters turned out to vote.’

The Parliamentary Registration Department oversees all aspects of election administration at the
national level.  The Department, based in Nassau, is headed by the Parliamentary

Commissioner and is responsible for all matters related to voter registration.”
VOTER REGISTRATION

Voter registration is voluntary.” It is the responsibility of eligible individuals to initiate their
own registrations and to ensure that their registration information is current.® The voter

registration list expires every five years,’

and it is the Parliamentary Commissioner’s
responsibility to prepare a new voter list to replace it.® Registration closes the day an election is

election is called, typically one month before Election Day.’
Adding New Voters

Voters must register in-person at their local election office after showing requisite

identification.'” Upon registering, each voter is provided a voter card.
Updating Existing Voter Entries

It is the responsibility of individual voters to ensure that their voter registration is accurate and
current. When voters move, they must update their registration information by submitting a

form in-person to election officials.

Election officials obtain death information from authorities that track births and deaths.’* To
ensure that only deceased voters are removed from the rolls, election officials must send a notice

of removal to each affected voter."



FILLING GAPS AND CORRECTING INACCURACIES
IN THE ROLLS

Election officials continuously review the voter rolls to ensure that records remain accurate, and
to remove duplicate entries.”” The Parliamentary Commissioner may also authorize house-to-
house inquiries to verify the accuracy of the voter rolls and to register any eligible residents

whose names are not on the rolls. '

The Bahamas does not offer Election Day registration. If on Election Day a voter’s name
cannot be found on the voter roll, she may cast a protest vote which may be counted only in

specific circumstances. '’
PRIVACY CONSIDERATIONS

The Parliamentary Commissioner is required to make the register, with alterations included if
practicable to do so, available for public inspection at all times during office hours at the

8 The public may also take extracts of this copy."

Parliamentary Commissioner’s office."
Candidates for office are entitled to a copy, free of charge, of the register for their

constituencies.?°
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