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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO. 08-21243-C1V-ALTONAGA/BROWN

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA,
FLORIDA AFL-CIO, AMERICAN FEDERATION
OF STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES,
COUNCIL 79 (AFSCME), as organizations
and as representatives of their members;
and MARILYN WILLS,
Plaintiffs,
V.
KURT S. BROWNING, in his official capacity as
Secretary of State for the State of Florida, and
DONALD L. PALMER, in his official capacity as
Director of the Division of Elections within the
Department of State for the State of Florida,
Defendants.

June 10, 2008
9:38 a.m.

Videotaped Deposition of ROBERT SWEAT,
taken by Plaintiffs, at the offices of the
Manatee County Supervisor of Elections,
600 U.S. 301 Boulevard West, Suite 108, Bradenton,
Florida, before Donna L. Peterson, a Shorthand
Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State
of Florida.
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APPEARANCES:

DEBEVOISE & PLIMPTON, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

919 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10022

BY: JESSICA R. SIMONOFF, ESQ.

- and -

ADVANCEMENT PROJECT
Attorneys for the Plaintiffs
1730 M Street, N.W.

Suite 910

Washington, D.C. 20036

BY: ELIZABETH S. WESTFALL, ESQ.

(Present via telephone)

GRAY-ROBINSON, P.A.

Attorneys for Kurt S. Browning

301 South Bronough Street, Suite 600
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

BY: PETER ANTONACCI, ESQ.

Elisa Dreier Reporting Corp. (212) 557-5558

780 Third Avenue, NY, NY 10017
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PROCEEDINGS
ROBERT SWEAT,
having been first duly sworn by the Notary
Public (Donna L. Peterson), was examined and
testified as follows:
MS. SIMONOFF: My name is Jessica
Simonoff. 1°m from Debevoise and Plimpton, and I am
representing plaintiff, League of Women Voters.
Would you like to introduce yourself?
MR. ANTONACCI: No. Go ahead.
MS. SIMONOFF: Okay.
EXAMINATION BY
MS. SIMONOFF:

Q. All right. 1 am going to ask you some
questions about facts related to this lawsuit. As
you know, this deposition is being transcribed and
your testimony may be read at trial under certain
circumstances. Please answer all questions aloud so
that the reporter can make an accurate record. |IT
you do not hear a question, please say so and I will
repeat 1t. If you do not understand a question,
please say so and 11l rephrase it. |If you do not
know or do not remember the information necessary to

answer a question, please say so. |If you answer a
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Q.- Can you briefly describe for me how an
individual in this county can register to vote.

A. Well, really pretty easy. We have
upward to 250, 260 locations here in Manatee County
where they can pick up an application, they can get
it off our website, or they can call and we can mail
them an application if they -- 1T they need one that
way. And then we -- 1 have a program where I go to
all the high schools and register high school
seniors that are 17 or some 18 that are ready to
register at that time. So we have a pretty thorough
outreach opportunity for anybody that wants to
register.

Q. And could you please describe some of
the categories of these places where people can go
to pick up applications.

A. Almost any bank. Probably 60 percent of
the banks in Manatee County will have -- we have the
little counter folders that hold the applications.
All of the elected officials have them in their
offices, the constitutional offices, the county
commissioners. The school board has them. We have
real estate offices that have them. And junior
college, community college has them. So they are

all over the county, the applications are.
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Q- So you have said that people can
register with paper applications or by telephone.
Can they also register electronically? |Is there any
other way?

A No, they can"t register by telephone.

Q.- Oh, okay.

A. Okay? But they can download the
application, fill it out, and mail It in to us. The
thing that we require other than the obvious boxes
that they have to check, you know, to be qualified
to register to vote is the signature on the
application.

Q- Okay. Who in your office is responsible
for ensuring that voter applications are processed?

A. My assistant will handle part of that,
Linda Gabler, who is one of the deputies; Linda
Cobb, another deputy; and then I have -- 1 have
three others that can assist them in doing this if

they need help with it.

Q. What is your assistant"s name?
A. I"m sorry?
Q.- Your assistant®s name?

A. Nancy Bignell, B-i-g-n-e-I1-1.
Q. And are you describing for me the

full-time employees who process voter applications?
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MS. SIMONOFF: Okay. Please mark as
Exhibit 2 a two-page copy of a Florida voter
registration application.

(Exhibit No. 2 was marked for
identification.)

THE REPORTER: You will get this one.

THE WITNESS: 1 have thousands of them
back there, so.
BY MS. SIMONOFF:

Q. So could you please describe what this
document 1s?

A. Okay. This is a Florida state voter
registration application that a person needs to fill
out and complete specific data on there, send it to
our office, and have it processed to be able to
register in Manatee County.

Q- Okay. Could you please look at fTield

167
A. Uh-huh.
Q.- Do applicants always date this field?
A You mean by signing the application?
Q.- By writing the date next to their
signature.

A. Il can"t answer that. |1 don"t know. 1°d

have to ask one of my staff.
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Q- Is 1t required for processing that the
date be there?

A. The date, a date there that the person
put in that filled out the application?

Q- Where i1t says ""date' next to signature,
presumably the applicant is expected to write their
signature and then write the date next to 1t?

A. Yeah, 1 -- 1°"m not sure, but I think we
require that. 1 mean, because that is part of the
application so that we know when they, you know,
when they fTilled it out.

Q. Okay .

A. We -- we time clock everything that
comes in here anyway, so we know the date that we
got 1t. But we don"t always know the date that the
person filled it out, you know, what the date was
when the person filled 1t out. So yeah.

Q. Okay. So presumably you could have a
document -- sorry. You could receive a voter
registration application that®"s undated, and it

might still be processed?

A. I don®t know.

Q. And who would know?

A. Well, 1 could ask Nancy or one of the
processing agents back there. 1 just -- 1It"s just
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something that I have never crossed over before so 1
don®"t really have an answer for you.

MS. SIMONOFF: Thank you.

Please mark as Exhibit 3, a one-page
document with a title "Voter Registration”™ written
at the top which appears to be a record of voter
registration applications submitted by Pat Arends of
the League of Women Voters of Manatee County on or
about August 7th, 2004.

(Exhibit No. 3 was marked for
identification.)

THE WITNESS: That is in your paperwork
here, too.

MR. ANTONACCI: She just gave me a copy.

THE WITNESS: Oh.

BY MS. SIMONOFF:

Q- Do you recognize this form?

A.  Uh-huh.

Q- Could you please describe 1t for me?

A. This is the log that -- I don"t know who

brought i1t in, but I™m assuming that Pat brought it
in. And she has got some information on here that
"new or update, hasn"t voted In many years.”™ She is
just giving us some information on the -- on help,

to help us process the paperwork on that.
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Then a change of address, another change
of address.

And then she i1s telling us that she has
got three people on the bottom here that has
requested absentee ballots.

Q. What is this form used for?

A. This i1s a log form that we try to give
to the person that®"s going out and registering
voters, soO.

We -- Everyone doesn"t take them, but we
encourage them to do it for their benefit and for
the registrant®s benefit and our benefit. So that
when they come back in here, we have a little track
record of what®"s going on with them.

Q- Why do you think it benefits the
organization?

A. The organization that"s doing the
registering?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, 1 think it helps them out because
iT they go out and register some people and then a
person calls me up and says, "We haven"t got our
voter registration card,”™ and then I can find out
who registered that person. |1 can go back and look

on the log and see i1f 1t"s not there. Then 1 could
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call Pat and say, ""Could you check, you know, your
information or to see if maybe this is an
application that was missed being turned iIn?"

So it kind of protects everybody really,
but mainly the person that iIs registering to vote.
Because it has happened in the past where a person
would come in on election day to vote and we would
not have any record of that. And we would go back
and look, and we had absolutely no record of it but
they said, "But 1 registered at the driver®s license
bureau.”™ And they are not going to get to vote that
day, and that"s unfortunate. So if we can remedy
that before the election, i1t helps everybody.

Q. But you don"t require organizations to

use this form?

A. No.

Q- And when do they receive this form from
you?

A. IT they come in and tell us that they

are going to have a voter registration drive, we try
to give i1t to them right then. |If they have come iIn
and they have had a voter registration drive and

they bring the applications in, we ask them if they
would just sit there and fill this out with each one

of the application®s name. And then we date it and
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the person that brought them in.

And 1 think 1 mentioned to you earlier,
some people just bring in a stack and throw them on
the counter. And we just log them in ourselves then
on a sheet similar to this. You will find some of
them with the name of no one iIn there that brought
them i1n, because we don"t know.

Q. Okay. So a member of the third-party

organization fills this form out?

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- And no member of your office fTills it
out?

A. Well, 1 can™t say that. Because

sometimes they will bring the applications back with
this form and sit down up at the counter. And it"s
a little bit faster sometimes 1If my people assist
them with the -- with the -- you know, filling iIn
the applications on there. So it"s not totally out
of the question to have one of my staff help them
fill them out if they haven®t got it filled out.

Q.- Is this form also used when applications
are mailed iIn?

A. No. Oh, well, let me clarify that. If
someone were to mail me in 10 or 15, yes. And then

I would put the person that mailed them in, and then

Page 12 of 66

24



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

we would log 1t in. |If it just comes in a daily
mail, no.

Q.- Okay. Do you see the stamp near the top
of this document?

A Uh-huh.

Q. Can you read the date on that stamp?

A No.

Q. It"s very difficult to read, but it
looks to me like 1t"s August 10th, 2004.

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- Does that -- is that what it looks like
to you?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Okay. Can you see there is a stamp at
the bottom of the document as well?

A. Yes.

Q Can you read the date on that stamp?

A. August 9th.

Q Okay. What is the purpose of these
stamps?

A. Well, the purpose of a stamp on here --
I don"t know why there is two on here. The purpose
of the stamp is so we will know the date that they
brought them in and the time.

Q.- Is this primarily how you keep track of
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when voter registration applications come Into your

office?
A. From a third party?
Q. From third parties.
A. Yes.

Q. And you said that you don®"t know why
this application would have two stamps on 1t?

A. No.

Q.- Do you have any idea why those two

stamps would be different from each other?

A. No.
Q. Do you have any idea why those two
stamps -- well, withdrawn.

Do you see at the top of the page, it

says '‘date registration submitted?

A Yes.

Q.- And can you read the date there?

A 8/7/04.

Q.- Do you have any idea why the dates on

the stamps, either one of them, would differ from
the date written In the "'date registration
submitted” line?

A. Yeah. They could have -- they could
have been out there registering these people a week

or two weeks before or five days before and wrote
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that date iIn there before they brought it In to us.
And we just stamp them in the day they come In. So
that could vary from, you know, application to
application.

Q.- Okay. Why do you have a space for the
staff member®s name on this form?

A. Because we would like to be able to go
back and reconcile with any problems that we have
for 1t; or if we have any questions, we can go back
and ask the staff member that put it -- you know,
checked 1t in.

Q. On this particular example, It doesn"t
look to me like there iIs a staff member®s name. Do

you agree?

A. Uh-huh.
Q. Does that happen? Is that common?
A. I don"t think so. But it"s -- 1It"s very

possible. And particularly if Pat brought them in,
I can see them not signing. We see her every day.
She i1s very, very good at what she does. 1 can see
maybe a staff member not signing, you know, the
sheet.

Q.- Thank you. Now, after your staff member
completes Exhibit 3, does that person then record

the information in the form or associated with the
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or an error was brought to your office by a
third-party organization, do you also follow up with
that third-party organization?

A. No. Just the voter or just the person
that i1s trying to register to vote.

Q. And 1 think you said that you do not
keep track of applications with omissions or errors?

A. No. Well, keeping track, now, we keep
that application in file until we get the
information back from the voter. |If we never get
the information back from a voter, then i1t stays in
a pending file.

But we process those immediately, and
then once we do that, it"s in the hopper with
everybody.

Q. Okay. Are you familiar with the
third-party groups that conduct voter registration

in your county?

A. Some.

Q. Which ones?

A. The League of Women Voters. We have the
community college register -- you know, they have

voter registration drives. We have a Kiwanis Club
that does voter registration drives; they do it for

us. And there may be several others smaller groups
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that do that it they are local.

And we don"t keep -- 1 don"t have a log
of, you know, these are the available people that
can --

IT -- and one of the things that we try
to do here, if we can assist a third party with a
voter registration drive, we can and we will. If we
are busy, we can"t. 1 always recommend they call
the league and ask for their assistance 1T they can
help them, because they are very good at what they
do. And 1 have very few mistakes if any from, you
know, the league; because, see, when they get a
registration, they check 1t over to make sure that
people didn*"t leave out any information off of it.

The local third-party registration
are -- or the third-party people that we have here
in Manatee County are very, very, very good. We
have zero percent, hardly, problems with any of
those. It"s the ones that are from out of town that
come in here and try to flood the market that don"t
pay any attention to what"s going on that we have
encountered problems with In the past.

Q.- Okay. Well, let me go back a step. You
said that certain groups conduct voter registration

drives for you, for your office?
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or whatever they give to us iIs we had one that was
out of Texas that was down here. And there was just
no communication. They were very demanding. You
know, they would come in. They wouldn®t talk to you
about the process or making sure they would fill it
out properly. They wouldn®t talk to us about a time
frame. All they would do is come in here and want
200 applications, and then they would get those if 1
had them and they would leave.

Q. Okay. And you had no contact really
with those groups, but you did -- sorry.

A. That"s okay. Go ahead.

Q- But just for me to be clear, the
coordination efforts that you just described that
you do presently, did you do those efforts in 2004
with the local groups?

A. Oh, yeah, yeah. I didn"t have any
problems with any local groups in 2004.

Q- Okay. Did you keep track in 2004 of
which applications were submitted by third-party
groups?

A. No. Well, let me rephrase that. Yes,
they are iIn -- there iIs some iIn here, that
third-party groups coming in and turning iIn

applications.
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Q.- And when you say "in here,”™ you are
referring to the voter registration logs?

A. Uh-huh, yeah.

Q. But that"s it?

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- Okay. How about in 2006, do you
remember how many third-party groups were operating
in your county in 20067?

A Well, basically just our locals. 1
don"t recall an outside, out-of-the-state group.

We had, obviously, the parties statewide
were out. You know, they were getting signatures,
they were getting everything, and they were
registering people.

But no -- and we did not -- we did not
have any -- I don®"t know how to -- 1 don"t know how
to say this. But most of ours were local and state
and county that we had. We didn®"t have any problems
with that either.

Q.- Okay. And did your office conduct the
same kind of outreach activities as you had just
described you“"re presently doing?

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- And did you keep track of which

applications were submitted by third-party groups in
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20067

A Yes.

Q- Did you keep track of them using the
same voter registration log?

A. Uh-huh, yes.

Q.- Are you familiar with the term "book
closing date™"?

A Yes.

Q- Could you please describe what i1t means?

A. Well, 29 days before the election, the
state law says that all registration books will
close until after the election.

Q- Has the League of Women Voters ever
submitted voter applications to your office after
the book closing date for a federal primary or
general election?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q. Has the AFL-CIO submitted voter
applications to your office after the book closing
date for a federal primary or general election?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q.- Have other third-party voter
registration organizations done the same?

A In 2004 1 had -- and I don"t know how

many, but I did -- we did pick up on some that came
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in after the books closed that were dated prior to
the books closing, but they came into the office
after the books closed. 1 don"t know how many there
was, and there was not a great deal of them, but
there were some.

Q.- Do you have any idea who delivered them?

A. The -- none of the local ones did. The
local people know the rules, and they know the law
and they follow them. 1It"s the ones that are from
out of the state or someplace that try to skirt the
issues every time.

Q.- Was there any reason given for the late
submission?

A. No. They just bring them in and throw
them on the counter and leave.

Q. Thank you. Do you remember
approximately how many voter registration
applications you received in the two months before

book closing deadline for the 2004 presidential

election?
A. No.
Q. Do you have any record of those numbers?
A. There, you know, there is a possibility

that we could give an estimate. Because what we

would do 1s we would take the number of registered

Page 21 of 66

44



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

voters prior to the two months, and then at the
book®"s closing we would go back and figure out how
many registered voters we had, and that would
probably give you a guesstimate of how many people
you had register.
MS. SIMONOFF: Okay. Please mark as
Exhibit 5 a copy of Roberts Sweat"s testimony in the
case of Diaz.
(Exhibit No. 5 was marked for
identification.)
BY MS. SIMONOFF:
Q. Could you please turn to the last page
of this handout.
Do you recognize this as your testimony?
A. Yes.
Q. Thank you. Could you please take a
moment to look at your answers on page 350, line 22,

down through page 351, line 7.

A. 3507

Q Right here.

A. Okay .

Q. Just through there.

A Okay. 1 said that, yes.

Q. Okay. So what you are referring to is

your testimony in Diaz that members of third-party

Page 22 of 66

45



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

groups kept applications in their cars for three to
five weeks before submitting them on the last day
before book closing deadline for the 2004
presidential election; is that correct?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. When did you first learn about this?

A. Well, when they would bring In a stack
of applications. And I -- 1 don"t know they kept
them five weeks or four weeks. But what we would
get i1s, we would see the date on the application,
and we would look at the date that we got them. And
we would see that they had been held longer than we
would normally ask people to bring them in to us.

I don"t recall other than, like I
explained to you just a little bit earlier, and
maybe two or three instances where we found an
application, you know, that was turned iIn after the
books closed. There wasn"t a lot of those, but
there was several that was like that. But they
would hold them. You could see by the dates of when
we got them and, you know, when they filled out the
application.

Q.- So all of these applications were dated?

A. I don*"t know that all of them were. 1

mean, that"s going back to 2004. And I don"t recall
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iT they were all dated. But 1 would think that most
of them were, yeah.

Q.- Did you see the applications yourself?

A. No.

Q.- Was it a requirement that they be dated
in order for them to be processed?

A. No, not by me.

Q. You said that third-party group members
kept these applications in the trunks of their cars.
How do you know that?

A. They kept them.

Q. They kept them?

A. I*"m assuming that, you know, the back

seat or the trunk. That is usually where everything

goes.
Q So you didn"t see them in the trunk?
A. No.
Q. You didn"t see them in the back seat?
A No.
Q. Did any members of these organizations
tell you that they were storing documents -- sorry,

applications in their cars?
A. No.
Q. Did any member of your staff tell you

that members were storing applications in the trunks
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or backs of their cars?

A. No.

Q.- Did you see them taking applications out
of their cars?

A. No.

Q. Did you see them with the applications
at any time before that, before they brought them to
your office? 1 can withdraw that.

A. Just trying to -- 1™m trying to
determine if seeing them registering people and
seeing the applications were the same thing.

Q. That"s fair enough. Let me withdraw and
rephrase the question.

Did you see them putting the
applications In theilr cars or In any other storage
area?

A. No.

Q. How many applications do you think were

delivered Iin this manner?

A. I don®t know.

Q.- Would anybody in your office know?
A. IT they did, it would be a guess.
Q.- Do you have any record of how many

applications were kept in cars for three to five

weeks before being delivered?
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A. No.

Q. How were these applications ultimately
delivered to your office?

A. The individual would bring them in to
the front office, and we would accept them at that
time.

Q- So they were all delivered iIn person?

A. Well, 1 can"t say that they were all
delivered iIn person, because from time to time --
and | don"t know about that particular time frame.
From time to time we will get some in the mail, you
know, a package of three or five or whatever in the
mail. But most of those came in over the counter.

Q. Over what period of time were these
documents delivered to your office?

A. I don"t know. We started taking -- we
started taking --

Started taking.

We never start taking. We take them all
the time.

And you know, I don"t know from special
interest groups or third-party groups. | don"t know
when they brought them in. They just -- they bring
them in all year.

Q- Sorry. Let me be more clear.
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A. Okay .

Q. The documents -- sorry. The
applications that you think were kept in people”s
cars or back seats or perhaps elsewhere, over what
period of time do you think these were delivered to

your office?

A. I don"t know.
Q. But it wasn®"t just on book closing date?
A. We had -- we had quite a few, you know,

the few days leading up to book closing. But I
don"t know that either, how many.

Q. Did your office date stamp these
applications when they were received?

A. Uh-huh.

Q- Do you know who delivered these
applications when they were delivered by person?

A. Not unless they filled out one of the
forms.

Q.- And i1s 1t the same answer for which
voter registration organization they were with?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Do you know when these organizations
collected the voter registration forms from the
applicants?

A. No.
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Q.- Do you know whether these organizations
collected and submitted the forms to you in the
course of one day or whether perhaps they were
collecting them over time?

A. I don"t know.

Q. What did you do with these applications
once you had received them?

A. We process them.

Q.- Did you attempt to determine whether
those applications were submitted close to the time
that the voter signed the registration form?

A. Not really.

Q.- Did any of the applicants complain to
you about this issue?

A. I don"t recall anyone complaining.

Q. Did you follow up with anyone after this
had happened? Did you contact the Secretary of
State to talk about what had happened?

A. No.

Q. Did you contact anybody else to talk
about what had happened?

A. No.

Q.- Did you process all of the applications
that were submitted by eligible applicants?

A. IT they were eligible, we processed
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them, yes, iIf they were turned in before the day of
book closing.

Q- And were they all able to vote in the
November election?

A. IT they wanted to. We processed them
and sent them a voter registration card, so then it
was up to them to go. But, yes, 1 think they all
had the opportunity.

Q.- Is i1t possible that any of these
applicants were not added to the rolls?

A. IT the registration forms were complete,
they were added to the rolls.

Q.- Did any of these applicants vote by
provisional ballot in the 2004 election?

A. I don"t know. There would have been no
reason for them to if their applications were
complete.

Q. Did you do anything to prepare for your
testimony iIn Diaz?

A. Explain.

Q.- Did you discuss your upcoming testimony
with anybody?

A. I discussed -- 1 discussed the process
with Ron Labasky since that was my first time of

going down and testifying. But as far as the case
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A. Uh-huh.

Q. How many days did you have after an
application was received by your office to enter
them into the voter database?

A. How many days before we did that? We do
them that day if 1t"s at all possible or the next
day and to the -- to the state database. And then
we go ahead and start processing right then. We
don®"t hold applications at all.

Q. Is there a limit on how long you can
walt before you enter the application?

A. Not that I am aware of. | mean, there
IS no reason to hold them unless 1t"s an incomplete
application; and then we mail them immediately the
request for information that we need. And then the
minute that comes in, we process them.

Q.- Did you process them the same day iIn
2004 as well?

A. I don"t know the same date, but within
24 hours when they come in. Really depends on the
volume, too. You know, if 1 happen to get 75 or
100, plus whatever comes in in the mail that day, or
what, you know. We -- but within 24 hours we
process just about everything that we have here.

Q.- Did you know in 2006 when third-party
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voter registration organizations that submitted
applications received those forms from voters?

A. No. We don®"t -- once they pick them up,
it"s rare that they sit down and discuss with us,
you know, "We got so many of them and did so many on
Tuesday."™ | mean, they just don®"t do that. So we
don"t ever really know how many they register until
the registration drive is over. Then we know how
many they bring in to us.

Q. Did you make any attempt to determine iIn
2006 how much time had passed between the date when
the voter signed the registration form and the date
when the organization submitted 1t?

A No.

Q.- Do you have any information or knowledge
that third-party groups held on to these
applications for more than ten days at that time --

A No.

Q.- -— before submitting them?

Could you please describe generally the
types of election preparation tasks that your office
was responsible for in 2004 before the presidential
election.

A. You want the process that we do in

preparation for an election, iIs that what you are
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asking?

Q. That would be great. Thank you.

A. Okay. The -- well, we start off,
obviously, by training our poll workers, making sure
that we have all of our polling locations contracted
to be -- to be used on election day. We have the --
our absentee ballots that we, you know, try to
advertise; people can request by, you know, coming
in and picking them up or by phone or whatever. We
make sure that we mail those out. We absolutely
meet the deadline for our overseas military ballots
that go out of here. We handle the qualifying of
the local candidates. We process those, send them
to the state, wait for the state to send us the ones
that they have certified and qualified. Then we lay
our ballots out. We order our ballots. We get our
absentees iIn first. We mail those out first. We
get our military first, mail those. Then the
absentees, we mail those. And then we process and
prepare the ballots for the precincts. We deliver
our voting equipment to the polls. And on the day
before the election, our clerks pick up the
pertinent data that they need. Obviously we are
programming our tabulators. We are programming

our —- the events for our voter registration at the
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polls. Then we hope and pray that everything works.

Q.- Are many of these tasks ongoing during
the two months prior to the book closing deadline?

A. Yes. Actually earlier than that. But
yes. From the -- to the date of the election.

Q.- Are they all ongoing during that time
period?

A. Uh-huh.

Q- Did your office In 2004 have any plan to
increase staffing In order to complete the tasks
that you had to complete before the 2004
presidential election?

A No. And again, as 1 explained to you
earlier, 1°d rather pay the overtime to my staff
that are experienced and trained in all the jobs
that we do than to bring somebody in part-time and
try to spend the time training them and then
worrying about the problems that you might have. It
might be archaic to some, but i1t works for us.

Q. Did the tasks that you had to complete
during the two months prior to book closing deadline
differ in the 2006 election from the 2004 election?

A. No. The basic concept iIs the same. You
prepare and prepare, prepare, prepare and then hope,

you know, that you have done your prep work and that
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handout that 1°ve given you. |If you look under
subsection (c), do you see the sentence that starts,
"The aggregate fine pursuant to this subsection...™?

A. Under 97.058 or --

Q Under -- no, no.

A. Where are you at?

Q Sorry. Still under the same law,
97.0575.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. But if you flip to page 2 and you look
at the first column.

A. In (¢c), "A fine in the amount of 500..."
Is that what you are referring to?

Q. You go right below where it starts, "The
aggregate fine pursuant to..."

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- Have you had a chance to read that
sentence now?

A. Yes.

Q. What do you understand the word
"affiliate”™ to mean in that sentence?

MR. ANTONACCI: Objection.

BY MS. SIMONOFF:

Q. Please answer the question.

A. I don"t know.
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Q.- Sorry. 1 meant despite his objection.
I didn®"t mean to rush you. 1°m sorry.

A. That"s okay.

I don"t know. You know, I don®"t know
what 1t -- I don"t know what i1t references in this
paragraph. An affiliate, 1 -- I -- | don"t know.
Let"s not get iInto that because I don"t really know
what 1t"s going after here unless it"s talking about
somebody who i1s associated with it.

Q. So do you think that someone who is
volunteering for a third-party voter registration
organization could be held liable under this law?

MR. ANTONACCI: Objection.

THE WITNESS: 1 don"t know.

BY MS. SIMONOFF:

Q. Do you think that an employee of a
third-party voter registration organization could be
held liable under this law?

MR. ANTONACCI: Objection.

THE WITNESS: 1 -- 1 am not an attorney,
and I have no 1dea who would be liable or who
wouldn"t be liable under this law. Or how
far-reaching it would be down the, you know, the
chain.

BY MS. SIMONOFF:
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Q- Do you think that volunteers might be
hesitant to participate in voter registration drives
if this law were i1n place?

MR. ANTONACCI: Objection.

THE WITNESS: You know, I don®"t know how
hesitant one would be. But if you are going to take
on the responsibility, then you ought to do it right
whatever the law says it is. And if you don"t like
the law, then you ought to go get it changed.

That"s what you are trying to do right now. 1 can"t
answer. 1 can"t answer what 1 think about a third
party going out and registering people to vote. |
think 1t"s wonderful that they do, but I don"t know
the answer to what you®re asking here.

MS. SIMONOFF: Thank you very much for
your time. Those are my questions. Would you
like to --

MR. ANTONACCI: 1 don"t have any
questions. Thank you very much, Bob.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE REPORTER: Read and sign?

MR. ANTONACCI: He will read.

(Recess from 11:02 a.m. until
11:27 a.m.)

BY MS. SIMONOFF:

Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008
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Q- Okay. Thank you so much for rejoining.

A. Okay .

Q- Could you please turn back to Exhibit 5.
It is your testimony in Diaz.

A Okay .

Q. Okay. Now, you said that third-party
groups from Manatee County are wonderful, but
third-party groups from outside of Manatee County
have kept applications in their car for three, four,
five weeks before they turn them in to us.

Is that an accurate --

A. That might have been a little -- you
know .

You know, 1 thought -- and 1 still
think -- probably they held them too long. But I
don®"t have any way to prove.

That was just a frustration thing of
when we were getting them all in here, pile up on
the counters and stuff like that. And some of the
dates that we found on there. But I don"t
know that for a fact. It was probably just a
spur-of-the-moment comment that I made because we
were having problems with them.

Q. Okay. Now, remind me again. Who looked

at these applications?
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A. When?

Q. These applications that were held in
cars or wherever they were held --

A. Yeah.

Q.- -— for a few weeks and then delivered on
book closing deadline according to your testimony,
who reviewed those applications?

A. My staff did.

Q.- And did -- who told you or how did you
know that they were --

A. There was just some -- what happened
with that is we discussed the dates on some of those
that we got i1In here that were maybe a week or two
weeks old, you know, that had not been turned in.
And that"s where my total comments were made from,
was some of the dates that were on those.

Q.- Okay. But you did not see those dates

yourself personally?

A. No.
Q. Your staff members saw those dates?
A. Uh-huh.

Q. And did your staff members tell you
about the dates?
A. Uh-huh.

Q.- And when did they tell you?
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A. Oh, 1 don"t know. Sometime in the

course of a day or two, probably, In processing

these.

Q. Okay. Was any of this memorialized into
writing?

A. No.

Q.- There were no memos about 1t?

A. No.

Q.- No e-mails about 1t?

A. (Shaking head.)

Q.- And you didn*t follow up with anyone

else about it?

A. No.
Q. Okay .
A. IT they were good applications, we

processed them.

Q- Okay. A little bit below that, could
you have a look at lines 5 through 7 on page 351.

A. Okay. Okay. 5 through 7 about my being
elected.

Q.- No. 5 through 7, you said, "Some of the
addresses do not match up with any database that 1
have in Manatee County."

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- Do you see that?
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A. No, but I remember saying it.

Q. Would you like me to point it out to
you.

Oh, I"m sorry. You are on the wrong
page. There you go. 1It"s 5 through 7.

A. Uh-huh. Yes, 1 said that.

Q- Okay. Do you think that these
applications were fraudulent?

A. I have no idea. We, the process for
that is that we -- we still mail out a follow-up
regardless. Because i1f we don"t, we have no way of
handling these applications in the future. So iIf
it"s something that we do not have an address or a
record of address on, we still send a letter out for
those. I don"t know If they were fraudulent or if
it was a mistake. Maybe -- we have a very transient
community here. People could have moved, you know,
and so | don"t really know.

Q- Okay -

A. We are not an investigative agency of
the state, so we do not have someone that goes out
and checks these things.

Q.- And did you follow up with these voters?

A. With a letter, uh-huh.

Q.- Were they ultimately registered?
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A. I don"t know that for a fact.
Q. Who would know?
A. We would just have to go back and

plunder through the files until we found, you know,
some of the applications that might have been
returned.

Q.- Did you keep copies of these
applications?

A. We keep the applications, yes, In a
pending file.

Q.- Do you segregate them in any way?

A. No. They are just in a pending file
alphabetically.

Q. Did you refuse to process any of these
applications because you thought that they were
fraudulent?

A. No.

Q. You know that for a fact?

A. Yeah, 1 don"t -- | don"t recall at all
during that process of, you know, one of my staff
coming in and showing me an application and 1 said
"No, that"s," you know, "that"s a fraud" or, you
know, ""that"s a forgery' or anything and not
processing them, no.

Q- Do you know approximately how many
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applications fell into this category?

A. No, 1 don"t.

Q- Okay. Now, you said early in your
testimony today that you had problems with

third-party groups other than local third-party

organizations?
A. Uh-huh.
Q.- Could you please describe what those

problems are to the extent that they are different
from the problems that you discussed in Diaz.

A. Well, 1 think my definition of a problem
is when 1 don"t have any communication, cooperation,
or anything like that from a person or persons that
are out here registering voters, you know, to vote.
And, you know, problems meaning maybe -- if I recall
correctly, you know, 2004 is a long time ago to
remember anything when you have the daily workload
this we have in here. But, you know, if you have
somebody just come in and throw applications up on
the counter and say, "These are registrations'™ and
leave without any communication with them, that"s a
problem to me.

We have a very open line of
communication with all of our third-party groups

here in Manatee County, and that doesn®t happen with
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them. They come in. We talk about 1t. And some of
those just didn"t, you know. We just had no
communication with them at all.

We had -- and I can"t -- | didn"t
mention this because | can"t prove it. It was just
simply a phone call. But I had a couple of phone
calls from people saying that people were coming up
to their door, asking them to register to vote and,
you know, and they didn®"t want to register to vote
and they were kind of forceful in that. You know,
we had phone calls, like we had people -- and 1
don®"t know if they were third-party groups or what
they were. But they were out there telling people
that they ought to vote absentee because it costs
them 1f they go to the polls. And some of our --
some of our areas, they were telling people that if
they would call us and order an absentee ballot,
they would come pick it up.

I mean, it was not a nice atmosphere for
an election at all, here in Manatee County. 1 can"t
speak for the rest of the state. But from reading
the newspaper articles in the rest of the state,
they had some of the same problems.

Q. Okay. Any other problems?

A. No. It just -- you know, just the
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typical things like that that you are just trying to
browbeat, you know, people.

I had problems here where In my early
voting, people coming In and trying to influence
people in the line on how to vote. They were going
up to some of my elderly people saying, "Let me help
you vote.” You know, "Let me help you go in there."
And 1 caught three of those myself that 1 know
personally that had walked in the line with them and
they were in there helping them to vote. And when 1
asked them a question, you know, they didn®"t go iIn
there and qualify themselves saying, "l need to fill
out, you know, the affidavit for assistance to help
them vote.” They were just there helping them vote.

And when somebody would point that out
to me, 1 would go over there and ask them. They
would say, ""Oh, no, they just asked me to help
them.”™ Then they left, you know. And finally after
the three or four times after that, we didn"t have
them come back anymore because 1 called the police.

Q.- Were those people from third-party voter
groups?

A. I have no idea. 1 am just saying they
were not of the norm that we have, you know, coming

in the line. And they always picked on elderly

76



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

people or minorities. | mean, that was what they
did. So I mean, you know, the big picture here: It
was just not a nice election there.

Q. And --

A. Or 1"m not saying third parties did
that. 1"m just saying it was not a nice election iIn
some of the iInstances and situations that we had.

Q. Do you know that it was members of
third-party groups who went door to door who were
responsible for the complaints that you mentioned?

A As 1 said, I don"t know 1t they were
third-party groups or not. It could have been
anyone because there was a lot of people out there.

I got many phone calls of people that
were upset about different things that happened. 1
do know that one of the people that was out there --
and the only reason I know this is because | saw the
car. There was an old, older model car that had
shoe polish or something on iIt, "register to vote
here,"™ you know. And they were out there in one of
the minority communities going door to door. The
only reason 1 know that is the person that called
me, told me they were driving that kind of car.

But so I don"t know any of this for a

fact. 1t"s all from a telephone call or from

Page 45 of 66

77



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

somebody just telling me that"s what happened. But
normally if there is smoke, there is fire.

Q.- You mentioned that you received
applications after book closing. Was that in 20047
A. I think 2004 i1s the time that we
experienced that, yeah. And there wasn"t very many,

but there was a few.

Q. Now, was that prior to book closing for
the primary or for the general election?

A I"m not sure.

Q.- Did you keep copies of any of these
applications?

A. Yeah. 1 don"t throw applications away
so I"m sure that somewhere, somewhere here we have
them stored.

Q. Were you able to register these people
in time to vote for the election?

A. IT we were —-- if the application was
good, 1t was just late, then yes. As soon as the
primary was over and we were able to register them,
we would register. |1 wouldn"t have a record of
those because they would have been processed.

Q.- Did you perform any other follow-up with
the voters?

A. No.

Page 46 of 66

78



Case 1:08-cv-21243-CMA  Document 71-8 Entered on FLSD Docket 06/25/2008

o o b~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

6/10/2008 Sweat, Robert

Q.- How did you know that these applications
were delivered after the book closing deadline?

A. Well, when we stamp them in, we, you
know, we know right then the date that is on the
date stamp when they come in here; that they came iIn
after the books close. And we keep a pretty good
record of that.

Q. Did you see any of the applications come

A. No.
Q.- Did you see the applications after they

were date stamped?

A. No.

Q So did somebody tell you about this?
A. Yes.

Q. Who told you about it?

A One of the staff. And I don"t know

which one. And we have several of us processing
these.

Q. Is the staff the same -- was the staff
the same then as 1t Is now?

A. Pretty much.

Q.- Linda, Linda, Nancy, and 1 think there
were two other people?

A. Yeah, we have a couple of others that
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work back and forth on that. Probably if anybody
would remember, it would probably be Nancy. She is
the one that handles most of the things that come in
here that are questionable. So --

Q.- Okay. Could you name the other staffers
who might know?

A. It might have been Linda Gabler or Linda
Cobb, one of the other of those two.

Q.- Do you know 1If these applications were
submitted by third-party groups?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Okay. Did the voters ever complain
about their applications being submitted late?

A. No. The only -- the only question --
questions that we had had --

And I can"t pinpoint, you know, what
applications were.

I had people call me and want to know
why they had not gotten their voter registration
card. And we would have no record of the card, you
know, the applications coming into the office. And,
now, whether that was from a third-party group or
not, I don"t know who registered them. It could
have been the Department of Motor Vehicles as far as

that goes because we had some -- 1 don"t know iIf you
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recall 1t or not, but back the first of 2004, we had
some real problems with the Department of Motor
Vehicles and registrations.

Q. Could you please describe those
problems?

A. well, when we would get the list, the
name wouldn®t be on the list. So, you know, they
would say they registered at the driver®s license
bureau.

Well, 1 don"t know if they asked them if
they wanted to be registered to vote or not. The
only thing I know is when | got the list from the
DMV, that their names weren"t on the list. So all
I"m doing now is taking secondhand information when
the DMV says they weren®t on the list, they didn"t
register, and the person says, "l registered in the
DMV." Where do you go from there? My best recourse
to that is to say, "Please let me send another
application. You fTill it out. Let"s get you
registered.”

Q.- Did you manage to get all those people
registered?

A. Yeah. If we had anybody that called us,
we tried to get them an application immediately and

get them registered. And I think this was maybe a
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responsible for dealing with illegible applications?

A. The assistant supervisor, Nancy Bignell.
I don"t recall. 1 am not saying that we didn"t or
never have. But I don"t recall one that"s -- that

we haven®t been able to at least decipher something
out of, that we could get them that information.

And then 1f, iIn some of these cases, we
get phone numbers on some of the logs and the name
is on the log and we can"t read 1t, then we can
contact them by phone or we can either look up an
address and get them some information.

We -- we try to make a direct contact by
phone or by mail on every application that we get in
here unless i1t"s -- unless we are able to process it
right then and, you know, and issue them a voter
card.

Q.- Do you have any logs or any records of
illegible applications from 20047

A. I don"t think so, no.

Q. Do you have any logs or any records of
potentially fraudulent applications from 2004?

A No.

Q.- Do you have any logs or records of
applications received after book closing deadline

from 20047
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A. Not that I am aware of, no.
Q. Do any of -- let me rephrase.

In the documents that you provided to
me, there were a number of voter registration logs
from 2004. As we discussed, | think 1t was
Exhibit 3.

Do any of the logs that you provided
correspond to any of the applications that you
testified about in Diaz with regard to applications
being held in the trunk of a car or somewhere else?

A. Not that I am aware of, no.
Q. Do you have any logs that do correspond

to those applications?

A. I don"t -- 1 don"t know. I don®t think
SO.

Q. Why not?

A. Well, if we processed them, you know,
after the election was over, we just -- we put them

in a file and sent them a voter registration card.
It"s not 1llegal to register to vote and
turn In your voter registration card after the books
close, you know. You have got the second gap there
after the window there to go ahead and process them
and send them out for the general election or the

next election, whichever one, you know, §s coming up
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next.

Q. But you do keep logs of applications
submitted by third-party organizations --

A. Uh-huh.

Q.- -- to the extent that they fill them
out; is that correct?

A. They or we, one or the other.

Q. Okay. And your testimony is that you
don®"t have any such logs for any applications that
you were discussing in lines 22 through 25 of
page 350 of your Diaz testimony and lines 1 through

4 of page 351 of your Diaz testimony?

A. Regarding the ones in the car, held iIn
the car --

Q.- Yes.

A. -— then turned in. There may be some on
there, but I don*"t know. I -- 1 go through those

things -- the first time that | have been through
them 1s when you all asked for the public records on
it. || don"t know if there is any notes on there
that says this was late, this was -- | don"t know.
Q. Okay. So you don"t keep track of any of
that information?
A. Not unless it happens to be written on

the, you know, on the logs by one of the staff
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members for some reason or other. And like 1 said,
I went over them very quickly. And I don®"t know if
there i1s anything on there or not.

Q. You also said earlier that you would
like to participate in the rule-making process; 1Is
that right?

A. I would not mind, you know, putting, you
know, my two cents® worth in on the -- you know,
when they get ready to sit down and do that.

In fact, they may be working on it now.
I don"t know.

Q. And what would your two cents be?

MR. ANTONACCI: Objection.

THE WITNESS: That we need a rule, you
know, that protects the person that"s registering to
vote and protects the office. |1 --

Listen, 1 don"t write these laws. The
legislature does that. The rules usually are
promulgated by someone in the Division of Elections
in the legal staff and, you know, someone else
there. And then they have a public hearing to, you
know, to discuss this. That"s the extent of my
knowledge on the way these things go.

IT -- you know, and I can*t tell you how

I would write the rule because nobody iIs going to
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you said in your deposition.”™ | wouldn®t have
changed my deposition any, but 1 think it was really
underhanded and sneaky the way you got 1it.
Q. This is a deposition in the Diaz trial?
A. Yep.

You called me up on the telephone and
discussed it. You all typed up the conversation
that we had and sent it to me to sign. 1 had no
idea, not being a legalese or anything like that, of
what was going on. You just told me that -- or
what"s her name? Let me see. She iIs on the phone.
Anyway, 1 can"t think of her name now.

But anyway, I -- 1 -- you know, I didn"t
know. And no one explained to me really what was
going on with that. And the next thing 1 know, |
have got to go to Miami and testify, which I
resented very much, you know, to have to go down
there.

And i1t probably cost me a couple
thousand dollars to do that. And 1 think you all
sent me a check for 140 bucks to go down there, you
know, and stay, which is -- 1 mean, it didn"t come
close to covering the expenses.

MS. SIMONOFF: Could you please admit as

Exhibit 7 the declaration of Robert Sweat in Diaz
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versus Browning.
(Exhibit No. 7 was marked for
identification.)

Q.- Is this the document you are talking
about when you talk about a deposition?

A. Uh-huh. Did 1 use the wrong word,
"deposition'?

Q.- Yeah. 1 just want to make sure we are
talking about the same thing. You are discussing
your declaration?

A. Yep. This i1s what we did.

MS. SIMONOFF: Okay. It is 11:50.
Would 1t be okay with you if we took a five-minute
break?

THE WITNESS: I™"m here.

MS. SIMONOFF: Great. 1°d like to take
a Tive-minute break to consult with my co-counsel.

MS. WESTFALL: 1 am just going to put
this on hold and so I will not disconnect from this
line.

(Recess from 11:51 a.m. until
11:57 a.m.)

MS. SIMONOFF: Okay. Are we back on the
record? Great.

BY MS. SIMONOFF:
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Q.- Did you two go out on break together?
A. No. I think he went to the bathroom,
and 1 went and had a cigarette.

Q. So you didn"t discuss anything during

the break?
A. I don"t think so. Did we?
Q.- Okay. Just a few more questions.
A. Okay .
Q.- Have you received any proposed forms

from the state with regard to third-party voter
organizations? Let me rephrase that. Have you
received any forms from the state for keeping track
of third-party organizations?

A No.

Q.- No forms from the state about
registering them or informing them about the new
law?

A. I don"t recall getting anything from
them about that. Although 1 haven®t had any come
in, you know, since this thing came out. But, no, |
don"t think so. I think 1"m correct in saying no.

Q. Thank you. Again back to your Diaz
testimony. You said that staff members told you
about the applications that were held for weeks at a

time. Do you remember
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A. No, 1 didn"t say staff told me --

Q. Okay .
A. —-— about the ones that were held for
weeks at a time. |1 said the staff told me about two

or three that came in after the deadline, you know,
of registration.

Q.- Okay. Is that how many applications
were submitted after the deadline; you think about

two or three?

A. I don"t -- I don"t really know, but not
many .

Q But it"s in that --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- league?

A Yeah.

Q. Okay. So we are not talking about
hundreds --

A. No.

Q.- -— or a hundred? We are talking about

two or three, four?

A. Yeah. Less than probably half a dozen.
I don"t know but --

Q.- Less than six?

A. Yeah, probably.

Q.- But someone told you about the
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applications that were held and then delivered in
one lump sum; is that right?

A. I can"t say that someone told me that.
That might have been an assumption on my part, the
way that they were delivered and what 1 saw out, you
know, with people.

Because 1 know, I know for a fact |
mentioned to you about a car being painted saying
register, you know, right here. And 1 know that
they were out there for a month or more doing that.
And we got one lump sum from them. So If they were
doing anything at all, they had some in their car,
you know, along and along and along for the time
that they were out there, and we got them all iIn one
bunch.

Q. Okay. But that®"s your assumption?

A. That®"s my assumption, that"s all. And
that, the part about them being held in the car is
my assumption solely on the fact that they were out
there that long registering people, or they had it
on their car to register people, and then we got
them in a -- in one pile.

Q- And again, you don"t know If that was an
organization or just some people in a car?

A. I don"t know -- 1 don"t know who they
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were. But like I said, we had no communication with
them at all other than when they came in and dropped
them off.

Q. So just to be absolutely clear, nobody
in your office told you anything about applications

being held somewhere --

A. No.
Q. -— and then delivered?
A. Absolutely no one in my -- none of my

staff told me that.
Q- Okay .
A. That was my assumption from seeing what
was going on there.
MS. SIMONOFF: Thank you.
Elizabeth, do we need to meet again?
MS. WESTFALL: 1 do not believe we do.
MS. SIMONOFF: Then I have no further
questions.
MR. ANTONACCI: No questions. Thank
you. He will read.

(Time noted: 12:01 p.m.)
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STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF SARASOTA

I, the undersigned authority, hereby certify
that the witness named herein personally appeared
before me and was duly sworn on June 10, 2008.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this 12th
day of June, 2008.

DONNA L. PETERSON, RDR, CRR
NOTARY PUBLIC - STATE OF FLORIDA
MY COMMISSION NO. DD668780
EXPIRES: 8-7-11

Elisa Dreier Reporting Corp. (212) 557-5558
780 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017
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REPORTER®"S DEPOSITION CERTIFICATE

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF SARASOTA

I, Donna L. Peterson, Registered Diplomate
Reporter, Certified Realtime Reporter, and Notary
Public in and for the State of Florida at large,
hereby certify that the witness appeared before me
for the taking of the foregoing deposition, and that
I was authorized to and did stenographically and
electronically report the deposition, and that the
transcript is a true and complete record of my
stenographic notes and recordings thereof.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that 1 am neither an
attorney, nor counsel for the parties to this cause,
nor a relative or employee of any attorney or party

connected with this litigation, nor am I financially
interested iIn the outcome of this action.

DATED THIS 12th of June, 2008, at Sarasota,
Sarasota County, Florida.

DONNA L. PETERSON, RDR, CRR
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i MR. ANTONACCE For the Secrutary of State, he's cxcusedj LA Well, the Florida Siate Association of Supervisors, I've
- THE COURT: The Secretary of State? © 2 heena member of that since 1985, And but -- that's the only
3 MR ANTONACCE: Excused. i 3~ JACREOT is another orgamzation. Those are the only (wo
i FHE COURT: You have no funher need? 1 thar | currenily am octive in,
g MR. ABT: Nothing further, % Q. Canyou brictly deseribe for the court what TACREOT is?
9 THE COURT: Thank yow. Yuu may feave, Thank you, sic. | 6 AL Ir's the international group of clerks, recorders,
7 Albright. 7 superviser of elections that meet, lohby, participate
g 10144, When did we start? Seems like it was about a 3 with cach other in irying 10 make our Jobs better tor the
toweck, Westared about at 9. Al reht. Lels take o ten 9 people of the State of Flarida and the states that are
H minute recess and you can 2ot your next wimesses Hned up to 19 represented in IACREOT which is throughout the Unired
1L be brought in. Thank you. l 11 States.
= {Briet recess) i12 Q. Doyouhave any ieadership roles in any of these
13 THE COURT: Thaak you. Be seuted All right. Would yULJ 13 organizations?
Li swear the witness please? i 14 A tdonot at the present time, no,
Lh THE CLERK: Sir, please stand and mise your right hant ' 15 Q. Have you had leadership roles in the past?
1% ROBERT SWEAT, PLAINTIFF WITNESS. SWORM. {16 A, I'vebeen the president of the Florida State Association
i THE COURT: Be scated please. State your name and spelb | 17 of Supervisors, served on the legislative committee for o
L# e for the record, I8 number of years.
19 THE WITNESS: Robert Sweat. ciz MR.ABT: Your Honor, at this time Plaintifts move 1o
i THE CLERK: Please spel} it. . 20 qualify Robert Sweat as an expert in the adminisiration ot
o1 THE WITNESS: SWEAT, i 21 clections and vater regisiration.
s THE COURT: Mr. Abt. J 22 MROANTONACCT: No ohjection.
- MR.ABT: Thank you, Your Honor, $23 THE coun: He will be so recognized and permitted to give
24 DIRECT EXAMINATION El 24 opintons. Not on the law and things like that, but on the
7 BY MR, ABT: 125 uperation of his office or offices in general that deal with
dage i3l Fage 333
I Q. Good moming, Mr. Sweat, {1 supervision of clections. Al vight. Go ahead,
< A Good morning, V2 MR ABT: Thunk you. Your Honor,
4 Q. Do you currently serve as the supervisor of clections 3 BY MR.ABT: ‘
1 for Manatee County? 4 Q. What is the population of Manatee County, approximately”
2 AL Yes sir that's correct. 3 A, The population is a litde over J00,000. We have a
£ Q. And when were you finst elecied? P 6 hundred, almost 200,000 registered voters and we have a
T A, 1 was elecred in November of 1984, took office January, ’ 7 seasonal population. it might jump up o 450,000 people during
4 {985, ) 8 the season, but normaity about 350, 373,
2 ). Soyou've been a supervisor ot clections for over 20 " 3 Q. Relative to uther couaties, wonld you describe Manatee
La vears? ' 10 County as 2 small, medium or large-sized county?
L1 A, Yes sir. This will be my 24th, '11 AL We, the association that Pbelong ro. has always
LZ (. Have you received any education or fraining 1n the area oii 12 classitied Manatee County, up unti! about two months ago, as a
13 clections? 113 medium-sized county, and they try to base this on nurpber of
L4 A About 24 years' wonth, f14 regrstered voters in the county and they just moved us up to a
1% () Have you received any certitications or anyrhing like E 15 large county status, which | don't know it It makes any
it that? “ 16 difference one way or the other.
L7 A Yeah, We have a cernfication here in the Stare of 17 Q. Approumately how many people does vour oltice emplay !
18 Florda the supervisor soes through. Yau have 1o become P18 A We have 15 fulltime employees and four to five part-time
19 recerutied every vear, They're not gotng w kick vououtof  11% employees duning the election cvele,
S0 office W vou're not certified, but it's an OppOTTUNILY Js 120 Q0 Andas supervisor, whar are your respansibilities
1 learning process for us where we can tuke <o many hours, as ¢ 21 generally speaking?
24 amany, vou know. coasotutional otficers do, su we stay FEZA Well, generally speaking s w register oters. My jab i
<3 vertilied cach year, D3 really kind of an odminisierial job where we make sure the
4 Q. And are you a inember of any organizations with repard wr 24 records are kupt up to date,
25 elections? 125 We have voter registration drives. we work with the
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Foge 3ad g Fage I
b schowis, we work with the ditferem groups and diterent ; VA Our employees are cross-traned, and 1haf's kind of hard
< parties e that, Aad basicatly, we purform [ siy because E may have one waorkirg in there today and (hree
*alb obihie cections that are held through Manatee County | 3w there imorrow N aft depends on the workload that we have
1 meluding spevaal taxing districes nght on up to the E i when we zet you know. the applications sa or the workload that
5 presidential election. ©% wehave. When somebidy reguests that we mait them out, 3 can
m Q. Thank v, You mentioned vorer registratton. Can you i & vary fom one to tive on any given day o process these,
£ cxplaim the importunee of voter registration (o your overufl b3 Now. during clection time, probibly 90 percent of my
T MUSSIONn 3% A supervisor? [ 3 people are working in some phase of the registration, changing
AL Wl obviously if we dida't have registerad voters, we i 9 munes, changing partics and stut¥ like that
20 wouldnt have clechions and | wouldn't have ajob. Butlthink 130 Q. tsit far (o say that you -~ during busy times, Jo you
L1 that that's probably a mumor roke. That plays oul tor es L VL hire lemporary ve seasonal workers?
L beeause obwiously vur country was built on 1he rizht fur a {12 AL tdon't like ro hire temps or seasonal
L4 person 1o wo cast a seeret ballot in o bmely moanner and make L3 wuorkers because it's extremely difticalt 1o train them on the
IV sure that ballors counted. 1 14 quality of wark that | want done. ¥d rather pay overtime,
14 And Hihink that is niy basic rele to make sure these 15 My people are cross-trained. They <un do any job in that
th  thmys are performed in Manatee County. | 19 office and I'd ranher pay them overtime, In fact, my overtime
Q. Do you conduct voter asitreach or registration drives? 17 budget is quite substantial, but at least | know the quality of
LB A Yes, wedo, through the League of Woman Voters, we do thif 18 service that my volers are getting are the best that they can
L't thraugh the parties, special interest Zroups sometines will 1% ger
U come o and wand Lo have a voter registration drive, We try to -0 Q. Furenough, And having them cross-rained like that, js
"L wwde themn, we do not handle that tor them. but wetry 1o guide 1 21 that flexibibiry Important Lo vour office?
2 them o ssake sure that 1t's done properly, 172 A Oh. definitely, because you never knuw when someone is
R We also 2o mto the schouls. As of this dute. over the 23 pomng to he sick. Obvivusty you've got vacatons Lvery year
-3 last 10 vears, we've registered Hmost | 2,000 t 7-year-olds, 24 and when you have g small statf. yow've got 1o have somebody
<5 pre-regitered them 1o vote. So ' just a full-iime cycle, =5 that can Hilfin if these people are out.
Page 135 Fage 237
L worhy the vaoter registration Eoing on, 1 Q. Thauk you.
2 Q. Why is that vutreach imponant to your office? {2 Now. directing your attention to the 2004 generat
3 A {ihink mumber one we ry o stress, or at least | do, I'm 3 clection, is it Fair to say that was a busy election tor you?
4 spenking strictly for Manatee County now, what | try to 4 AL 2004 was a busy election, yes.
5 stress is the impurtunce of voting and the right of & person % Q. Forthat slection, was there » SuFge in voter
& 10 beable to sclect or muke o choice. not st in focal I 6 registration pror to the close of books?
7 cteetions and federal elections, right on down o our special f 7 A Therealwaysisa SUTRE W Fegisration in any
8 axing districts. B major clection, gubematorial elecnon or presidentiat
9 Thank you. Is your office commirted to registering all 9 election,
10 mdividuals who are cligible and want to vote? 10 Q. Andin 2004 - withdrawn. OFf these voter registrations in
U AL Anybody that wants o register in Manatee County cectainty| 11 this surge, were some of these applications incomplerwe?
12 has an opportunity to register. Our registrulion forms are | 12 Al Yes
14 onour website, They're .t probably 250 or 60 banks, real i 13 Q. And some had not checked certain boxey?
14 wesrate offices, at all of our constitstional otfices, so ifa : 14 A, Thatis comrect,
I peeson s looking 1o register to vore, Hthey can't find any P19 0 Some were missing g date of birth?
L& of those places, they can cail us and we'll pulane i the mal 16 4 Yes
17 wthem. ST Q0 Daver's license, social seeunty number’?
12 Q. Thank you. Does your office maintain adequate stafting 1o ‘ 18 A Thars correct.
12 handle its voter repnsiration work load? (150 Okay. Nevertheless, while these applications were
20 A Nuo We've never hid enough staff w handle the job. Bur |20 meomplete, they were timely: is that true?
<t weputina totof overtime. And so that's one of the ways o1 MR.ANTONACCE: Objection, Your Honor, to the fitih
22 that we otfset g able w handle. and the workload comes in 22 leading question. I've heen paiien.
23 it vou know. 1S not an every day thing cither, P23 THE COURT. Susmined. You con sk him what happened.
<4 Q0 Okay How muny conployees do you - wark 1 your Tod BY MROABT:
22 varet registration ottice full-time? 2500 Mr Sweat, what did vour office Jo in eSS He) <J
20 s Pages 334 to 13T
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L receiving these incomplete applications just before the close } 1 result moany voter Saud, 1o your knowledge?
. ofbooks? [ 2 A Nometomy knowfedge.
3 A. B the applicabons -- teday | hold them until afier the i 3 Q. Duditinserfere with your ibility to conduct an orderly
1 election, and then we do whatever 15 necessary o make sure | 4 admiristration -- un ordedy clection in any way?
I that they're completed then we issue them a voter registration| 5 A, Well. as you stated earlier. it gets pretty hectic
B card. L prior ko the clecton after the books close. And it it were 2
7 Q. But with regard to 20047 l} 7 manter of just processing a dozen or 20 o somethirg or
3 A. Okay. 1thought that's what you're asking. ;@ whatever, that is nota real bip deal.
Y (). Yes. Thank vou. [ What worries me and dways did worTy me was H'l gota
YO AL 2004311 got a voter registration application and it was | L0 hundred vr 200 or 300 that were bad, Then it would pose a resl
L1 signed by the applicant and it needed a Jate of birth, it [ 1)1 problem for me.
17 needed a few extra iterns on there, | would immediately send{ 12 Q. But under your previous policy, 2004 going back, you wouid
i 2 them a form that 1 have in the office saying that before fcan | 13y wo?
L1 process this, | need 1o have this filled out and retumned back | 24 A. | would have thed to have done i, yus.
5 tome. Il they came back in a couple of wecks, we processed| 15 Q. Okay. Now, and you said that i Z004. that was a
16 them and registered that voter. 16 particularly busy clection?
17 Q. And you would register them even if you got that L7 A Reul busy, yes sir.
L8 correction afier the close of books? 18 Q. But for that particular election. 1t was not g problem in
13 A Yes. Well let me clanfy that if [ may. 13 ermis of ronning your orderly clection?
20 At the ume betore this all played out from the Division “0 A No. becuuse | didnt have that many. you know. that | had
21 of Elections -- 2L 1o wormy about gerting out and geting back to process.
22 Q. Iftmay, | am going to ask yau about that a little bit 22 Q. Okay. Now, at sonte point — | think Ilis is where we were
23 later. 23 gowng carbier -- at some point did you stop making corections
21 A, Okay. I'm sormry. 24 101he applications atter the close of books?
"% 4 lInyour experience, bas processing corrections after the i 25 A Yes. There was an article in the newspaper reterencing
Fage 239 Page 241
1 ciose of books resulted in any voter traud? And I'm tatking | 1 the fact that there was some question from some of the
2 about - well, actually. I'm sorry. withdrawn, 2 clections oftices that did do i, some thar didn't do it, and
3 This policy of allowing comrections after the close of 3 when | saw that in the newspaper, ealled the Division of
4 books, did you do it before 2004 as wetl? 4" Elections and asked for a ruling to follow on that. And ar the
3 A, Yes. 5 vime that [ called them, they said that [ should probably not
& Q. How much before? | & doit Andmy comments to them were that I've been doiny
T A, Tdom't know. Maybe four vears before. three years L7 this for a number of yers, you know, and | just wanted to imake
3 before. [really can't give you an exact deadline, but | know | 8 them aware ot the fact that | had been dotng it for a number of
% thai [ had been doing it prior to that. 3 years. And their comments 10 me were well, if you've been
18 Q. Wasitalong-standing practice!? 10 doing i1 for a number of vears. maybe you should not stop untit
L1 A, 1tunk that any time | had one, two or a dozen, that | 11 you getaruding on it
12 would process those. And if it was {0 vears before that, 12 ft wasn't but @ very shont time after that that we did get
13 doesn’t come to mind that 1 happened then, but if it were, | | 13 a ruling from the Division of Elections saying cease and
14 would have done it. i 14 desist, and we did.
15 Q. And why did you do that? Why did you think that was 115 Q. Okay. Now, you mentioned that there was SOINE FEPOITS in
16 imponani? 16 the newspaper about dccepting corrections The public reaction
L7 A Well. [ think the mtent was there, and it was not clear , 17 tothat was very positive, wasn't ir?
18 in the law at that 1ime a5 to the process to follow there. The | 18 MR ANTONACCT: Objection, Your Henor.
13 person signed the application and a3 the supervisor of 1% THE COURT: Sustained,
20 clections, withowt any guidance from anybody ¢lse. | felt the} 20 BY MR. ABT:
21 ntent of the voter was there that they signed the application E 2L Q What was the public's reaction fo your decizion?
22 and because they left <omething off did not negate the fact 1 22 THE COURT: Sustained. We're going s have -
23 that they were (rying to regisier to vote. 23 BY MR, ABT
24 (). Now.n your experience. did that policy of accepting F2400 Mr Sweat, if this court were 19 rule that you shouid
25 corrections after the close of books. did it .25 rewm o vour policy ol making vomrections after the close of
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1 bouks, coulld you do so? I s ihat true?
2 AL Dwould not like i but iF i were a Taw, 1 would Iy ;- A Texecued 2~ I'mosomry.
3 abtde by the kw. T30 Yousubmitted a declaration n this case,
4 Q. Well ifyou wure teguired to do so, would it atfect the t I THE COURT: You signed an alfidavit or gave 1 statenient,
5 orderty administration of elections in any significant way? 5 nght?
5 A Well | thiok that you, if you doa't abready know this, ' 2 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
7 you should know this, and the court should probably know this; } { BY MR. ABT:
8 1he chain of events leading up to an clection in the State of i 4 Q. inthat ducument, did you state thut having -- that you
3 Flondi — and again, please let me reference my county because | % could in fact iuplement 1 grace period?
10 1 cawtzpeak for the rest of thean, there is just mussive : 10 MROANTONACCT Objection 1o the use of this document tod
11 amounts ot work that has te be done in a short puriand o thne. FL1 o ths purpose, Your Honor. It's Improper for purposes of
12 And that's the nuture of the beast. ' We do not have a fot of PLZ impeachmoent or refreshing of recallection,
13 time o process. ; 13 MR, ABT: Just trying (o streambine things, Your Honor.
14 For instance, § train poll workers for four and ;i PHE COURT: Well. 4 think what - I'm nat sure that
1S & half weeks, 1,500, 1 have roster books to print up with all J 15 there's much else that you can ask him o this. He has said --
16 the, you know, all (ke voters ip Manaree County onit. A i 16y asked him o the court ordered him to do something, would
17 couple weeks belore the election, | have to go back in und hand I 17 he -- well. maybe it wasn’t quite that clear. But let me make
L8 stamp the vnes that voted carly, the ones that voted absentee f 13 it easier on the witness and everybody and ask this question
1% the ones that ordered absemees. There's just a multitude of | 19 and you alf can ask tollow-up.
20 things that hias to be done. : 0 If the court orders you (o do something. you're
21 W1 had five times the staft thar | have that were i 21 going te do your best 1o comply with it, s that a fair
22 trained 1o do that, it might 0ot be such a chere. And, ! mean, | 27 statement?
23 L eould go on and on telting you the things -- some of the i 23 THE WITNESS: That's sbsolutely comrect, sir.
24 things we have w do there the 45 days prier to the election. 24 THE COURT: Yuu're not gomng to 2o rupning around here
25 Q. Mr. Swear, [ understand that you're a very busy personand § 25 trying to get around my order, are you?
frage 343 Page 24°%
L thank you for being here today. But my question 15 stply | 1 THE WITNESS: Mo, sir. Not ag all.
= vou were asked 1o retuen 1o this poficy, would 3t alfect vour 2 THE COURT: 1 wouldn't think so. And when he asked --
3 abihity to run an orderly elecoon. 3 when counsel asked you if you coutd imptement such an order., §
4 MR. ANTONACC!: Your Horor, Lhat's the same question thad 4 presume logically you would have to read the order first and
5 he asked before and it's been answered. > hnd ot what I said before you know what vou had to do. But
5 THE COURT: | think that it is a very broad queshon. | I & whatever it was, you do your best to comply. s that faix?
7 think st con be asked, but { think that 1t should be in terms 7 THE WITNESS: Yes. sir.
£ of what would he have to do if -- and 1 think you're saying 1f 3 THE COURT: | think that's about what he's sayng, and |
9 2 grace penod were implemented. y ? don'tthink thal's -- | mean, if he said something at vadance
0 MR, ABT: Yes, Your Honor. Thank you. { L0 with thar, we get in 10 this area of his optnion about what he
L1 THE COURT: Something like that. Ask Supervisor Sweat 1 11 would have to do and all that, there might be some minor
12 What he would be required to do that would or - however you | 12 ditferences, but it doesn't attect credibiliy. He's telling
13 wish. i 13 us honestly whatever, vou'd do your best to comply.
14 MR ABT: Ves. Uid THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
1% BY MR ABT: P13 THE COURT: Okay. If | wid you to do it right up to
<6 QIS court were 10 require you to implement a grace ' -& electhion day. you'd de your best,
P peniod, aceepitng corrections atter the cluse of books. how L THE WITNESS: ') do whatever you <ay, sir.
3 would you do that? ‘ LB THE COURT: It's that easy and that's your point. Al
L% AL Youknow, | don't thmk | could answer that without doing 19 Aghe
20 some research and study on it becavse 1 would have to it oo MRCABT: hedge, if | could just have one Iboment 1o
"1 anowarhohe curent role that we presently have under the 71 conter.
SZ 0 constituton and the Flonda Stantes. And without having z THE COURT- Sure.
T3 something hke that o work on. b don't thaok | 13 MECABT: Mr. Sweal. thank vou very imueh. No further
S can give you an answer. 9 guustons.
= Q0 Wl have vou - vou execured a declaranon n this case, Tlg THE WITNESS: Thank vou,
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1 CROSS-EXAMINATION 1
2 BY MR ANTONACCH: Lo
3 Q. Gouwd moming, Mr. Swear, vl
4 A Guod morming, sir. i
> Q. Making reterence (o your experience in the 2004 cycle, s
& wath respect 1o accepting late registrations, how many did you | 6
7 accept? ' !
B A ltwas a guesstimate when we discussed this in the memo i 3
9 here. Forty to 50 was the figore that [ gave. ft should be ! El
14 close. til
LI Q. And when you say 40 10 50, do YOU mean you sent out 40 to{ 11
12 50 incomplete notices or you accepted 40 to 30 inconplete 12
13 upplications? 13
L4 AL Isentout 30 to 50 incomplete notices. 14
15 Q. How many applications did you recerve in response to those| 15
16 notices? 16
17 A Pmosorry, | can't answer that, Something my sttt 17
L8  processes, oy 1w
15 Q. All right. Are you recommending today to this court that 19
20 there be a grace period implemented for the purposes of 20
21 voter registration in Elorida. 21
22 THE COURT: I'm not sure that this js -- | know, I've let oz
23 vou all ask that question before. Bu reatly, just a question 23
24 of, you know, piling up, we could ask that of almost anybody in| 24
25 county government; in Manatee County, Dade County. Orange | 25

after the present dendline and Me., Abi is nedding his head.

Sur that's what they're ralking about. Onee filed betore the
book closing, whether the supervisors, in good taith, ired to
help Juhn get his application done right, sent lMm g new form
or phoned him. saw him in the comer drugstore, says hey Jook.
you got o put your birthday down or whatever, Whatever it
was.

But when that came bhack after the book closing, which
Supervisor Sweat has said in 2004 he went ahead and let them
vixe and handle it. Well, he said what he did,

So the question is of the court were to say, as the
plaintitts are urging, that you can now, it that comes back
frem the hyputhetical John Jones, goad old boy that vou know in
Manatee County and he sends it back and Y1 want to hefp hun
ard you could - you — let's see. Ive lost myself,

Oh, if the Court said okay, let him do i1 you
know, let him do it, then I think that you and Mr. Abt can ask
whether that would have problems, not have problems, what it
would be.

But asking him to tell me his recominendation, no, [ Jet
you du it with a couple but [ should not have because thay
just opens it up to whether we #et a hundred witnesses on one
side 10 say one thing and 200 — we are just tzking a poll,

And as popular as that was Inst night a3t over the country,
that's not whar judges are supposed to be doing, so | shouldat’

very ditficult for any of these people to answer.

—
be o D W O P B L Ro e

—
b

the order of the court.

-

25 relying on s brard new application tat comes m

Page

County and where would we end. And it's a facteal question
about what he would do o have 10 do, but that's gl going to
depernd on what's the definition of grace period, and so thar's

But factual questions abotrt -~ based hypothetically. |
suppose cither of you could ask if the court were to allow 3
grace periud for previously filed applications 1o which notices
had been sent out by the supervisor telling people that it was
incomplete and they'd have 10 have more mformation, and the
information came back after the book closing deadlive, what
would they have to do 10 implement it if aaything, if that was

13 That's this record ax it poses. this record based on what
14 Mr. Abt has told me on opening statement. And if | misstate
b5 it Mr Abr 1 ask you to correct me. Bug he says that the

16 plainttis are vnly dealing with or this duty only deats with,

247
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L7 at this point. an spplication thur was Bled beture any book
-8 closing deadiine for which 3 aothing has been sent to the voter
19 saying Mr. Jones, it's incomplete and you need to {ill in your

21 to him where this man ted to help the guy get w the -- .
22 Mr. Jones, send him whatever he can think of. And thar vares [
23 abttle b from county 1o counry. :
24 But what the plonnfis sre relying on, they're not '
o

- e

L
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2z date of birth or whatever, And 1 new form or whatever was _\cmj 20
S 21

g
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Page 344

be taking a polt. as much as | would like to hear whatever
these fine men and women that work hard tor our Citizens, what
ey think. 'm interested in it as a person, but as a judge |
doa't think I ought to be taking a poil,
MRCANTONACCE 11 withdraw the question, Your Henor
THE COURT: Yeah Al right  Anything clse?
MR ANTONACCE Two more,
THE COURT: Excuse me?
MRUANTONACCT Two more questions.
THE COURT: Go ahead. Take YOUr time,
BY MR ANTONACCI:
Q. With respect to your practice of permitting people with
Jpplications that were Fate 1o be put ok the rolls, did you
publicive this policy?
A, Tthink you did not state that properly 1 do not accept
a late application Tor registation. | do Jecept the ones that
bad been signed prior to and sent in with information lefi off,
Q. Back in 047
A Yex, sir
Q. Allaght. Did you publici ze that policy.
A, Did we clarity the fact that [ don't Jecept an apphicaion
that's - after the books closed?
Q. Yes,
Ao Chay.
Q. Notchainfy. publicize,
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AL Well, 2008 could very possibly be bigger than 200 because

1 I other wordts, Jid you put that on your web page that you
2 in 2304 we had an incumbent office. in 2008 we do not have

|
i
|
would sceept opplications in tha cutegory that were filed ;
3 after the book viusing period? ©3 anancambent w office. So that's gong to leave i wide cpen
4 A Firstof atk, I'm ot g0ing 1o answer the question until ! for both parties 10 go out and get voler regisiration. And
5 you dlarity the first part of that, Because you suid at the i 5 controlled getting voter Fegistration is night down my alley.
i begianing that | aceepred appitcations after the books closed, |
7 1 do not do that, I
8 Q. Apphcations that were filed befure the book closing? }
3 AL Okay. Goud. Now we've ot it [
10 Q. That were umended after the hook closing? !
!
'

© Q. Wediscussed the notices that you sent. the 31) notices
T that you sent just prior to the close of baoks. Did you also
8 send notices, additional notices 10 days prior fo the close af
9 bocks?

U A, Isend notices 12 months out of the year if the

1
2

11 AL Fdo not advertise that. i1 application is not filled in correctly.

120 Did you advertise that back in '047 L ME.ABT: Okay. Thank you very much.

13 A, No,sir i3 THE COURT: Thank you sir. You may be excused. May he by
14 Q. Did you advertise it back in the '905? 14 excused to go home?

5 AL Noosir 15 MROANTONACCE Yes. sir,

16 Q. Do you have experience with third party groups in Manatee | 16 THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, sir, for being with ys.

17 Coumy? 17 Manatee County helped me out. I'm Just sitting here drawing a

18 AL Yes, sir 18 blank and that's temble. [ know where it 15 but Sebring -

19 Q. Describe for the judge your experionce with respeet to L3 THE WITNESS: Right over the Skyway from St Petershurg is
20 voter registration application and third party groups in 20 Bradenton, Mznaree County. Greatest fishing in the world,

71 Manatee County in 2004, 21 THE COURT: Okay. T kncw where it was, [ was just

22 AL Well, the third party groups from Manatee County would b 22 sitting here figuring that thing out. Thank yvou, sir. Thank
23 wonderful. It's the third Pty greups and fourth party groups 13 you very nuch.

24 from vutside Manatee County that gives us a probiem. 24 Your next witness,

) They come in -~ ag much as we try 1o control and help them | 25 MR.ABT: The peaple call Lester Sola. I'm sorry. The

i MR ANTONACCHE [ have no Jurther gquestons. Your Honor
1 THE COURT. Al npht. Redirect.

A0, Whatare your responsibihues sencraily speaking as
17 supenvisor.

Page 551 Page 355
L with regssienimg people, they vome in, they would Tegister L plainnits call Lester Sofa,
T people, keep 1he applications in their car for three, four, 12 THE CLERK: Sir. please stand and raise your right hand.
3 five weeks betore they turn them in (o us. They'!) flood us 3 LESTER SOLA, PLAINTIFF WITNESS, SWORN.,
right at the fust minute with some of them that are ot 4 THE CLERK: Please be seated. Please state your name and
I legible. Somc of the addresses do not match up with any 3 apellin
A datzbase that | have ia Manatce County and that docs happen i6 THE WITNESS: Lester, LESTER. Sola. SO L AL
7 mare than Id bke 1o see, f 7 MR. ABT: Your Honor, may | mquire?
30, Allnght Did it happen in 2006 as well? |3 THE COURT; Yes.
9 A 1did not have that oceur in 2006 hardly ai ali. cxcept ’ g DIRECT EXAMINATION
L) Jocal voter registration drives. and those people tollow the ' 13 BY MR. ABT:
il podes, 11 () Mr, Sola, thank you very much for bemg here today.
L2 Q. Soyour expenence so tar has only been with -- the ] 12 A, My pleasure.
13 experience you just deseribed to the Judge has been hinited 1o !' 13 Q. Dovou currently serve as supervisor of elections tor
14 presidentia) roces? { 14 Miami-Dade County?
12 A Yes s Prmanly., l 1D AL Yes ! do
¢
-1

14 REDIRECT EXAMINATION , 18 THE COURT: Let me IRIETTUPE you Just for 3 moment and var
17 BY MR, ART: 13 we
<0 Q0 You stated on yvour direct - 10 SOUTY. foo MR, ABT: Wuhdrawn, Your Honor.
“1 Mr. Sweat. you stated on your direct CXAMINMION that (K4 l 21 THE COURT: Perhaps we van save 13 munutes on each
27w a very busy clection. comect” ‘ =7 of these people. presumc that their answers w[] be
23A Yes, s [ zenerally the same as the uther Hve WHNESSEs who've been
S0 Apy reason o believe titat 2008 will he any busier or wali ‘ 21 supervasors as tar as their general responsibihines and ther
% be just as busv? i Bued wilbin trving o enforce them,

24 {Pages I : 4 253
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