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DISTRICT COURT, CITY &  COUNTY OF DENVER, COLORADO 
 
1437 Bannock Street, Room 256 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▲COURT USE ONLY▲ 
 
____________________________ 
 
Case Number: 2011CV6588 
 
Division/Courtroom: 203 

 
Plaintiff:  SCOTT GESSLER, IN HIS OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE 
STATE OF COLORADO,  
v. 

Defendants:  DEBRA JOHNSON, IN HER OFFICIAL 
CAPACITY AS THE CLERK AND RECORDER FOR 
THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER, COLORADO 
COMMON CAUSE, AND GILBERT ORTIZ, IN HIS 
OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS PUEBLO COUNTY CLERK 
AND RECORDER.   
 
Attorneys for Defendant Debra Johnson, In Her Official 
Capacity As The Clerk And Recorder For The City And 
County Of Denver, Colorado  
 
DOUGLAS J. FRIEDNASH, Atty. No. 18128 
Denver City Attorney 
 
VICTORIA ORTEGA, Atty. No. 19919 
STEVEN HAHN, Atty. Reg. No. 18358 
Assistant City Attorneys  
Denver City Attorney’s Office 
Municipal Operations Section 
201 W. Colfax Avenue, Dept. 1207 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
Telephone: (720) 913-3275 
Facsimile:  (720) 913-3180 
E-mail:  victoria.ortega@denvergov.org 
E-mail:  Steven.Hahn@denvergov.org 
 

 
DEFENDANT DEBRA JOHNSON’S EXPERT DISCLOSURE 

 
 
 Defendant, Debra Johnson, in her official capacity as the Clerk and Recorder for the City 
and County of Denver (“Denver”), through counsel, hereby discloses persons who may present 
evidence at trial pursuant to Colorado Rules of Evidence 702, 703, or 705. 
 

The following person[s] may be called to provide expert testimony but have neither (1) 
been retained to provide expert testimony, nor (2) are employees of the disclosing party who 
duties regularly involve expert testimony. See C.R.C.P. 26(a)(2)(B)(II). 
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I.  AMBER F. MCREYNOLDS, Elections Division, 200 W. 14th Avenue, 

Denver, CO 80204, 720-865-4850 
 

A. Qualifications: 
1.  Ms. McReynolds is an expert in elections, including in administration and policy.  Her 

CV is attached. 
a.  Ms. McReynolds has a Master of Science in Comparative Politics from the London School 

of Economics & Political Science (November 2002) and a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science and Speech Communication from the University of Illinois (May 2001). 

b. From 2005, when Ms. McReynolds was first employed by the City and County of Denver 
in the Elections office, until February 2008, she was promoted several times.  She held 
the positions of Logistics Coordinator, Administrative Operations Supervisor, and Mail 
Ballot coordinator.  During that time she: 

• Managed 5 full-time team members and over 150 temporary employees 
during elections 
• Redesigned ballot and ballot packet contents 
• Prepared ballot order for an election including mail, test, and provisional 
ballots 
• Coordinated all election related mailings with USPS and printing vendors 
• Acted as liaison to the Secretary of State’s office for Forms Committee and 
SCORE II Project 
• Coordinated internal forms and ensured legal compliance for all relevant 
forms 
• Continuously reviewed election related legislation at the federal, state, and 
local levels 
• Implemented changes to increase effectiveness and identify efficiencies 
• Developed and maintained detailed procedures for processing mail ballots 
• Managed 4 full-time team members and at least 40 temporary employees 
during elections 

• Reviewed the main voter database for accuracy and provided training to 
employees 
• Provided monthly and daily reports on all ballot processing activities 
• Administered the post-election internal audit, provisional ballot audit, and 
ballot inventory 

c. From February 2008, until May 2011, Ms. McReynolds was the Deputy Director of the 
Elections Division.  As Deputy, she: 

• Managed 4 department managers, 1 administrative assistant, and 
responsible for reviewing and approving 16 performance evaluations 

• Coordinated the conversion of a county voter registration system to a 
statewide voter registration database 

• Implemented detailed project plans for each election cycle and was 
responsible for managing all tasks 

• Managed the budget plan, secured funding and strategic resources, and 
provided fiscal oversight 

• Initiated, reviewed and approved all contracts 
• Documented all procedures, processes and policies 
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• Reviewed and approved all staffing and resource plans for each election 
• Participated in the formation of various innovative solutions: Ballot TRACE 

(Ballot Tracking, Reporting, and Communications Engine), CoMMA 
(Content Modification Management), provisional ballot form, provisional 
ballot checklist, various internal processes, databases, poll book design, and 
comprehensive forms for use during an election 

• Provided regular communication to subordinate staff and responded to 
staff inquiries by providing guidance and interpretation of various 
policy issues 

d. Since May 2, 2011,  Ms. McReynolds has been the Director of the Elections Division of 
the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, City and County of Denver.  In that role, she: 

• Represents organizational positions, initiatives, perspectives and interests 
• Serves as a strategic advisor to the Clerk and Recorder by providing 

short-term and long-term recommendations on strategic planning 
and decision making 

• Maintains a project plan with goals, objectives, timelines, and resources for 
each election cycle 

• Manages budget plan, secure funding and strategic resources, and provide 
fiscal oversight 

• Directs the work of 21 full-time staff members, hundreds of temporary 
workers, and thousands of election workers 

• Establishes objectives, strategies, and plans to achieve operational goals 
and efficiencies 

• Documents and approves processes, procedures, systems, policies, 
and standards for election departments and team members 

• Directs the implementation of performance standards and guidelines to ensure 
accountability and provide guidance to department managers with regards to 
performance evaluations 

• Drafts legislative priorities; assist with drafting election related 
legislation; and provide testimony, data, and analysis regarding local, 
state, and federal election policy 

• Participates in various election policy review and best practices 
committees at the state and national levels 

e. As the Director and Deputy Director of the Denver Elections Division, Ms. McReynolds 
has been responsible for assisting the Clerk in the conduct and administration of 
Elections for the City and County of Denver.  More particularly, her duties include 
managing and overseeing the day-to-day operations of the Elections Division, planning, 
coordinating, and managing the registration of voters, and of the holding of elections, 
canvassing the returns thereof and issuing certificates of election, and of all other matters 
pertaining to elections in the City and County of Denver.  

f. In other positions  Ms. McReynolds gained additional relevant experience including as: 
(1) Regional Project Manager – New Voters Project, Des Moines, IA, 1/04-12/04 

• Implemented national campaign strategy at local level 
• Managed and hired team members at various colleges and 
universities in Iowa 
• Built relationships with local election officials, media, and local 
coalition 
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• Created visual materials based on campaign themes 
• Implemented Voter Registration Programs within communities 

(2) Council Director – 14th Jud. Cir., State of Illinois, Rock Island County, IL 12/02-1/04 

• Mobilized resources to efficiently address council’s needs 
• Managed council budget and related grant funding for special 
projects 
• Assisted local council to solve complex issues relating to judicial 
system and state law 
• Developed media releases, project reports, and policy reports 

(3) Program Director – Safe Passage, 14th Judicial Circuit, State of Illinois, Rock Island 

County, IL 2/03-1/04 

• Recruited, trained, and managed volunteers to staff the center 
• Secured funding for continued operation of the program 

(4) Parliamentary Research Associate – Rt. Hon. Harriet Harman QC MP, United Kingdom, 
8/01-10/02 

• Facilitated focus groups and conduct research on various policy issues 
• Edited project reports, press releases, speeches, annual report, and periodic 
newsletters 
• Organized official events, visits, meetings and speaking engagements 
• Established and maintained public contact with community and national 
organizations 
• Developed media strategies and long-term policy goals 

g.  Ms. McReynolds has also qualified as a: 
(1) Certified Election/Registration Administrator (The Election Center) 
(2)  Colorado Certified Election Official (Colorado Secretary of State). 

h.  Ms. McReynolds is a member of the following organizations and has served on 
committees establishing best practices for election officials: 

• The Election Center 
• Alumni and Friends of the London School of Economics USA 
• University of Illinois Alumni Association 
• Project Management International. 

 
B. Substance of all opinions to be expressed and the basis and reasons therefore.  

 
See attached affidavit.  

 
Respectfully submitted this 18th day of October, 2012. 
 
 

By: /s/  Victoria Ortega   
VICTORIA ORTEGA, Atty. Reg. No. 19919 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on October 18, 2012, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served via 
LexisNexis Serve on:  
 
Colorado Attorney General’s Office 
Maurice G. Knaizer, Deputy Attorney General 
Leann Morrell, Assistant Attorney General  
Public Officials Unit, State Services Section 
1525 Sherman Street, 7th Floor   
Denver, CO  80203 
 
Pueblo County Attorney’s Office 
Daniel C. Kogovsek, County Attorney 
Cynthia L. Mitchell, Assistant County Attorney 
Peter S. Blood, Assistant County Attorney 
215 West 10th Street 
Pueblo, CO 81003 
 
Colorado Common Cause, “CCC” 
J. Lee Gray 
HOLLAND & HART  LLP 
6380 S. Fiddlers Green Circle, Suite 500 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 

By: /s/ Martin Gonzales                      
Denver City Attorney’s Office 
 

 
 
In accordance with C.R.C.P. 121§1-29(9), a printed copy of this document with original 
signatures is being maintained by the filing party and will be made available for inspection by 
other parties or the Court upon request.  
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