The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
February 25, 2011
Dear Governor Cuomo,
Your election focused on a bold plan to reform how New York State does business, and we
applaud you for continuing to pursue that critical goal now that you are in office. Achieving
real change will require loosening the grip of special interests who for too long have had a
stranglehold on New York’s notoriously dysfunctional State government. Ethics reforms –
including independent ethics watchdog and an independent prosecutor are necessary – but not
sufficient. Real change can’t happen in Albany until we limit the torrent of special interest
money flowing into incumbents’ coffers and create a public funding system that will provide
a real alternative for candidates from the current status quo of money and politics.
In the State of the State you began the critical road to reform by stating that New York needs
public funding of elections. A public funding system with voluntary limits and matching
funds similar to New York City’s will dramatically reduce candidates’ dependence on special
interest donors and lobbyists’ political contributions. Public funding would also begin to
reduce the public’s cynicism about elected officials since the public will know that their
elected officials are accountable in the first instance to the voters- and not to special interests
and donors. With public funding, elections are not just about raising money; but more about
ability and policy positions. Public funding of campaigns is the best way to reduce the
possibility and the perception of corruption associated with large contributions and unlimited
campaign spending. Perhaps most importantly, given how cynical New Yorkers have
become about their state government, matching funds encourage voters to get involved in
campaigns and reengage in our democratic system.
New York City’s experience with public funding of campaigns shows the system works.
Candidates of all different backgrounds have successfully run for office, creating a City
Council that truly reflects the diversity of New York City. We believe a similar system for
New York State would have the same effect, and begin to repair the dysfunction which has
plagued Albany.
Your leadership is critical. One year after the Citizens United ruling unleashed an era of
special interest spending unheralded in size and scope in the history of democracy, public
funding of campaigns will define democracy in New York State. If we are going to change
the way New York is governed, we have to change the way we conduct elections - and that
begins with publically funded campaigns. We strongly urge you to press for these reforms so
that Albany can finally begin to work for all New Yorkers, and not just those whose deep
pockets have controlled elections in the past. We offer our full support and look forward to
working with you to ensure that this much needed reform becomes a reality.
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