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In September, the Brennan Center analyzed available crime data from the nation’s 30 largest cities,
estimating that these cities would see a slight decline in all measures of crime in 2017. The report,

Crime in 2017: A Prelyminary Analysis, concluded by noting that “these findings directly undercut any
claim that the nation is experiencing a crime wave.”"

That statement holds true in this analysis, which updates the September report with more recent data
and finds that murder rates in major American cities are estimated to decline slightly through the end
of 2017. Murder rates in some cities remain above 2015 levels, however, demonstrating a need for

evidence-based solutions to violent crime in these areas.

Updated Tables 1 and 2 show conclusions similar to the initial report, with slightly different

percentages:’

e The overall crime rate in the 30 largest cities in 2017 is estimated to decline slightly from the
previous year, falling by 2.7 percent. If this trend holds, crime rates will remain near historic
lows.”

e The violent crime rate will also decrease slightly, by 1.1 percent, essentially remaining stable.
Violent crime remains near the bottom of the nation’s 30-year downward trend.

e The 2017 murder rate in the 30 largest cities is estimated to decline by 5.6 percent. Large
decreases this year in Chicago and Detroit, as well as small decreases in other cities, contributed
to this decline. The murder rate in Chicago — which increased significantly in 2015 and 2016
— is projected to decline by 11.9 percent in 2017. It remains 62.4 percent above 2014 levels.
The murder rate in Detroit is estimated to fall by 9.8 percent. New York City’s murder rate
will also decline again, to 3.3 killings per 100,000 people.

e Some cities are projected to see their murder rates rise, including Chatrlotte (54.6 percent) and
Baltimore (11.3 percent). These increases suggest a need to better understand how and why
murder is increasing in some cities.

The preliminary 2017 analysis is available here.

I In addition to providing updated data from city law enforcement agencies, this report incorporates recently-released
information from the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports, and uses it to “standardize” data reported by city agencies. As a
result, data in Tables 1 and 2 may be compared to previous Brennan Center reports, but may diverge from figures in
reported in Crime in 2017: A Prelinminary Analysis.

Update to Tables 1 & 2 in Crime in 2016: A Preliminary Analysis BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE | 1



https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2016-preliminary-analysis
https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2017-preliminary-analysis
https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/crime-2017-preliminary-analysis

BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE

Table 1: Crime in the 30 Largest Cities (2016-2017) (updated Dec. 19, 2017)

2016 2017 Percent 2016 201 rercent
Crime Crime Chanee in Violent Violent  Change in
8 Crime Ctime Violent
Rate (per  Rate (per Crime Rate (per  Rate (per Crime
100,000) 100,000) Rate
¢ 100,000) 100,000) Rate
New York3 2,008 1,904 -5.2% 546 508 -6.9%
Los Angeles* 3,134 3,166 1.0% 661 692 4.7%
Chicago> 4,238 4,292 1.3% 1,047 1,056 0.8%
Houston¢ 5,295 5,127 -3.2% 975 1,012 3.9%
Philadelphia’ 4,049 3,927 -3.0% 909 852 -6.2%
Las Vegas?® 3,663 3,495 -4.6% 774 746 -3.5%
Phoenix?* 4,301 Unavailable | Unavailable 610 Unavailable | Unavailable
San Antonio!0f 5,829 Unavailable | Unavailable 638 640 0.3%
San Diego!! 2,362 2,139 -9.4% 337 323 -4.0%
Dallas!2 4,104 3,873 -5.6% 704 710 0.9%
San Jose!3 2,705 2,743 1.4% 330 336 2.0%
Austin!4 3,835 3,465 -9.7% 329 318 -3.4%
Charlotte !5t 4,805 Unavailable | Unavailable 707 690 -2.5%
Jacksonville!6! 4,148 Unavailable | Unavailable 566 582 2.8%
San Francisco!” 6,113 Unavailable | Unavailable 671 681 1.4%
Indianapolis!5' 6,090 Unavailable | Unavailable 1,295 1,223 -5.6%
Columbus 19t 4,491 Unavailable | Unavailable 421 372 -11.8%
Fort Worth20 3,769 3,757 -0.3% 468 510 9.0%
El Paso2!t 2,143 Unavailable | Unavailable 345 322 -6.6%
Seattle22 6,065 5,901 -2.7% 577 608 5.4%
Denver23 4,166 4,137 -0.7% 576 585 1.5%
Louisville24 5,071 4,711 -7.1% 647 638 -1.3%
Detroit25 6,683 6,249 -6.5% 1,960 1,846 -5.8%
Washington, D.C.26 5,703 4,996 -12.4% 1,055 806 -23.5%
Boston?’ 2,816 2,611 -7.3% 666 614 -7.8%
Nashville28 4,730 4,775 1.0% 1,033 1,077 4.3%
Memphis?! 7,373 Unavailable | Unavailable 1,739 1,925 10.7%
Oklahoma City* 4,615 Unavailable | Unavailable 714 Unavailable | Unavailable
Baltimore3° 6,510 6,733 3.4% 1,732 1,948 12.5%
Portland3! 5,585 6,198 11.0% 432 448 3.8%

Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific sources. Cities are ordered by population size. Percentage changes in rates are
calenlated from unrounded estimates.

* These cities did not respond to requests for data in time for publication.

T For these cities, the authors were able to obtain data on violent crime only.
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Table 2: Murder in the 30 Largest Cities (2016-2017) (updated Dec. 19, 2017)

2016 Percent 2016 2017 Percent
T 2017 Total . Murder Murder Change in
otal Murd Change in R R Murd
Murders urders Murder ate (per ate (per urder

100,000) 100,000) Rate
New York32 335 281 -16% 3.9 3.3 -16.8%
Los Angeles 293 274 -7% 7.3 6.8 -7.5%
Chicago 765 675 -12% 28.1 24.7 -11.9%
Houston 301 220 -27% 12.9 9.2 -28.6%
Philadelphia 273 304 11% 17.4 19.3 10.8%
Las Vegasi 158 130 -18% 9.9 8.0 -19.5%

Phoenix* 146 Unavailable | Unavailable 9.2 Unavailable | Unavailable

San Antonio 149 131 -12% 9.9 8.5 -14.4%
San Diego 50 36 -29% 3.5 2.5 -29.7%
Dallas 171 160 -7% 12.9 11.9 -8.3%
San Jose 47 32 -33% 4.5 3.0 -33.6%
Austin 39 31 -20% 41 3.1 -22.8%
Chatrlotte 67 106 58% 7.5 11.6 54.6%
Jacksonville 106 118 11% 12.0 13.2 9.8%
San Francisco* 57 79 39% 6.5 9.0 36.9%
Indianapolis 148 135 -9% 171 15.5 -9.2%
Columbus 91 126 38% 10.6 14.3 35.5%
Fort Worth 66 69 5% 7.7 7.9 2.6%
El Paso 17 17 0% 2.5 2.5 -0.4%
Seattle 19 27 41% 2.7 3.7 37.2%
Denver 57 59 4% 8.2 8.2 1.1%
Louisville 119 110 -7% 17.4 16.0 -8.1%
Detroit 303 269 -11% 45.2 40.8 -9.8%
Washington, D.C. 138 118 -15% 20.3 17.0 -16.3%
Boston 49 59 21% 7.3 8.7 19.1%
Nashville 81 91 12% 12.1 13.4 10.4%
Memphis 196 186 -5% 29.9 28.4 -5.0%
Oklahoma City33 70 86 23% 10.9 13.2 20.7%
Baltimore 318 353 11% 51.4 57.2 11.3%
Portland 14 17 21% 2.2 2.6 20.1%
AVERAGE -4.4% -5.6%

Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific sources. Cities are ordered by population sige. Percentage changes in rates are
calenlated from unrounded estimates.
* These cities did not respond to requests for data in time for publication.

i This estimate is based on data through December 16, 2017, received by the authors from the Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department on December 19, 2017. The murder total provided excludes the 58 killings caused by the October 1,
2017, mass shooting outside the Mandalay Bay resort. Police departments often code acts of terror differently than
homicides. Because the Vegas MPD did not include these deaths in its murder total, this report does not do so eithet.
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METHODOLOGY

This report analyzes crime in the 30 largest American cities, based on population totals reported in
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reporting program (UCR). It is part of a series
of crime reports published each year by the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law. These
reports are meant to provide near real-time data on crime trends in a representative sample of major
American cities, as well as to provide some insight into national crime trends. Any reference to the

) <C

“crime rate,” “violent crime rate,” or “murder rate” in this report refers to the average rate in the 30

largest cities rather than national rates.
Sources for Crime Data

Data on crime in 2016 were derived from the UCR.* For data on crime in 2017, the authors collected
crime data directly from police departments, and constructed estimates based on it. To ensure accurate
estimates, the authors excluded any city that was not able to provide data through at least the first
three quarters of the year — that is, through the end of September. Cities that did not meet that cutoff,
or that reported no data, were marked “unavailable.” All estimates are based on the most recent data
available on December 19, 2017.

When collecting data, the authors searched first for reliable, regularly-updated data sources.
Accordingly, weekly CompStat reports, monthly reports, and quarterly reports were used wherever
possible. Reliable open data portals, such as those maintained by Baltimore and Chicago, were also
prioritized.

Not all cities release these regular analyses or maintain trustworthy data portals. In those cases, the
authors reached out to local police departments directly. The authors also conducted direct outreach
in cases where publicly available data exists, but is slow to update, or has otherwise proved incomplete.
For example, the authors obtained data directly from the Detroit Police Department. Lastly, if no
response to this outreach was received in time for publication, the authors drew data from the most

recent violent crime report compiled by the Major City Chiefs Police Association.
Offense Definitions

Offense data was then categorized according to UCR definitions. Violent crime includes murder,
robbery, and aggravated assault. Property crime includes burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle
theft. Murder includes solely homicides. Overall crime includes all of the above. Rape was excluded
from this analysis because its UCR definition has changed over time, creating inaccuracies when data
is compared, and police reporting rates appear to be low. Valid comparisons of the number of rape
offenses committed could be made, in a different type of analysis, using victimization reports.” While
most city crime reports use UCR definitions of offenses, some variation between cities may exist based

on state or local laws.
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2017 Projections and 2016 Comparisons

The authors made year-end projections based on partial year data for this report. It would be incorrect
to observe six months’ worth of data, and assume that trends would continue unchanged through the
end of the year, especially given the “seasonal” nature of crime. However, the method used by the
authors to create year-end projections is specifically designed to incorporate previous years’ month-
to-month trends and therefore provide year-end estimates that are as accurate as possible. This helps
correct for seasonal trends and possible under-reporting.

To estimate year-end crime data for 2017 in this report, the authors divided the number of crimes that
occurred in each city in 2016 — according to the UCR — by the number of crimes committed year-
to-date in 2016 according to city CompStat sources. The resulting ratio was then multiplied by the
number of crimes that have been committed in the city by the same point #his year. For example,
suppose a city experienced 100 murders last year according to FBI data. If the same city experienced
60 murders between January 1 and November 1, 2016, according to local police data, and 70 murders
between January 1 and November 1, 2017, this method would project a year-end murder count of
116.67, rounded to 117. This report is the first 2017 Center analysis to incorporate 2016 UCR data.
Accordingly, estimates may diverge slightly from the Center’s preliminary 2017 analysis.

The rate of each offense is the number of offenses per 100,000 citizens. As in previous reports, 2017
population estimates for rate calculations were created by assuming that the average rate of population
change between 2011 and 2016, as reported by the UCR, remained constant through 2017.

Lastly, as in past reports, cities missing data in any one year were excluded from year-to-year
comparisons. For example, the authors could not obtain data on the number of property crimes
committed in El Paso in 2017. Thus, El Paso was excluded from both the 2016 and 2017 totals used
to compute the change in the overall, 30-city crime rate. However, because data on violent crime in
El Paso were available for both 2016 and 2017, the city was included in other comparisons.
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