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Statement of Support:

The Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law' is a nonpartisan law and
policy institute that focuses on issues of democracy and justice. The Brennan Center works on a
range of voting rights and election law issues, and has a particularly long record of supporting
efforts to reform felony disenfranchisement laws at the state and federal levels. We have
published a series of reports on voting rights restoration and provided support to legislative
reform efforts throughout the country, including in New York. We write today in support of
A.7634/S.2023, a bill sponsored by Assemblymember Daniel J. O’Donnell, which would restore
voting rights to New Yorkers who are currently on parole.

Over 40,000 New Yorkers — working, paying taxes, and raising families in our communities —
are blocked from voting because of a past criminal conviction.? Denying these citizens their
voting rights serves no legitimate law enforcement purpose. The American Probation and Parole
Association has stated that disenfranchisement laws work against the long term prospects of
community reintegration.® Indeed, studies have linked voting and civic engagement with lower
recidivism rates.*

Moreover, New York’s people of color and their communities bear the brunt of
disenfranchisement. As of 2015, nearly three-quarters of those who have lost their right to vote
under New York’s disenfranchisement laws are African American or Latino,> and New York’s
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140-year-old law has roots in historical efforts to exclude African Americans from the political
6
process.

New York’s current law has also created unnecessary confusion. Citizens and elections officials
often misunderstand the difference between probation and parole. A 2008 Brennan Center study
revealed that more than a third of New York’s local election boards incorrectly stated that people
on probation were ineligible to vote.” Mass dissemination of inaccurate and misleading
information sows confusion and fear of criminal liability even among eligible would-be voters.

A.7634/S.2023 would go a long way in eliminating these burdens by simplifying New York’s
law. It would also provide notice to individuals when their right to vote is restored and provide
them with a voter registration form at that time. Altogether, this bill will strengthen New York’s
democracy by ensuring that more citizens have a voice and a stake in their communities.

By passing A.7634/S.2023, New York has an opportunity to join a national bipartisan movement
to help individuals re-integrate into society. Over the past two decades, more than 20 states have
taken action to allow more people with past criminal convictions to vote, to vote sooner, or to
access that right more easily.® Just this year, Maryland’s legislature restored voting rights to
more than 40,000 people,® and Virginia’s governor restored voting rights to over 200,000.%°

The Brennan Center for Justice strongly supports A.7634/S.2023.
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