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L E T T E R F RO M T H E B OA R D

Dear  
Friends,

T
hirty years ago the clerks and family of Justice William J. Brennan  
Jr. founded the Brennan Center as a living memorial. Since then,  
it has grown into the preeminent nonpartisan, national institution  
for supporting our systems of democracy and justice. We are  

proud to co-chair its Board.
The Center has grown to meet the mounting challenges to our 

democracy. Its team of 190 includes dozens of attorneys, thirteen social 
scientists, three former secretaries of state, election officials, and two 
Pulitzer Prize winners. Our website received 21 million visits in 2024, 
and 400,000 people have signed up to receive our newsletters. Our 
work is supported by 40,000 donors.

In 2024 the Brennan Center accomplished great things. We helped 
ensure that national and state elections were held safely and securely.  
We worked with election officials to combat misinformation and threats  
of violence. Our experts quantified the role that voter suppression plays  
in the growing racial turnout gap. Over two days, hundreds gathered  
to hear conservative and liberal state supreme court justices discuss  
the vital role of state constitutions. And we continued to lead on  
reducing the distorting effects of big money in our elections.

This Annual Report describes that work and outlines the task ahead. 
The Center receives no financial support from government or NYU.  
We are grateful to you for your partnership in strengthening the  
institutions of American democracy. Thank you for standing with us.

Christine A. Varney 
Co-chair, Board of Directors

Kimberley D. Harris 
Co-chair, Board of Directors 
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Michael Waldman, President and CEO

A crisis like this can bring innovation. We  
must think anew. We will not only respond  
to current threats, but craft and advance the  
next bold reform agenda. From today’s clashes 
can come a time of democratic rebirth. What  
will matter most is not what we are against  
but what we are for. 

So we will press forward with proposals  
to reform the Supreme Court, Congress, and  
the presidency. We will grapple with artificial 
intelligence and social media as they upend 
public life. We will advance creative criminal 
justice reforms — a continuing area of notable 
bipartisan accord.

As I told our staff the day after the 2024 
election, the Brennan Center was built for  
this moment. Thank you for your support that  
makes this vital work possible.

I
n 2024 the Brennan Center worked hard to 
ensure elections that were safe, secure, free, 
and fair. Our work was nonpartisan and 
rigorous. We fought fear with facts.  

In Arizona and Michigan, we helped secretaries 
of state prepare for the worst. In every state,  
on Election Day, police officers carried pocket 
guides we wrote outlining how they could help 
protect voters. We tested the best responses  
to egregious election rumors and worked with 
public officials and digital influencers to rebut 
conspiracy theories. We briefed hundreds of 
journalists on our research.

In the end, the election was safe and secure. 
Voters chose a new president and Congress. The 

results were part of a worldwide anti-incumbent 
wave. But in the United States, they reflected 
deeper disquiet. For the first time since the 1800s, 
the incumbent party lost the White House three 
times in a row. Millions believe that the political 
system does not work for them. When a system 
fails to deliver a sense of prosperity and well- 
being, attachment to democracy can be tenuous.

In 2025, in Donald Trump’s first weeks in office, 
we saw an unprecedented assault on the rule  
of law and the constitutional system of checks 
and balances.

How are we responding? We are fighting the 
abuse of power. We are defending voting rights. 
We are exposing the astounding new role of  
big money in government and politics at a  
scale dwarfing the Gilded Age.

But we must do more.

The Fight for  
the Constitution

L E T T E R F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T

Our Response  
to the Crisis
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WE WILL FIGHT FOR  
FREE & FAIR ELECTIONS
Elections are the best way for citizens 
to hold government accountable.  
The 2026 midterm election will come 
under great pressure — now from  
a weaponized federal government.

This work starts in Congress, where we lead  
the fight against an egregious anti-voting bill.  
The SAVE Act would essentially require 
Americans to produce a passport or birth 
certificate to register. Our research shows  
21 million voters lack ready access to those 
documents. The bill would bar registration 
online, by mail, or through drives in every  
state. If enacted, it would probably be the  
worst voting law ever passed by Congress.  
We want to make sure that does not happen.

We will fight misguided executive orders  
that purport to give DOGE authority to  
access voter rolls all across the country.

We will work with allies to support the 
cybersecurity experts purged by the new 
administration to ensure that state election 
officials get the help they need.

2.
WE WILL PRESERVE  
CHECKS & BALANCES 
We fight the drive for  
unchecked presidential power — 
especially by enlisting scholars  
and litigators to educate courts  
and make the case.

As the White House invokes the Alien Enemies 
Act of 1798 to detain individuals, we will  
participate in litigation and public education  
against this misuse of a wartime law.

Our new Constitutional Crisis Litigation Project  
will reflect the Center’s longstanding appellate 
litigation leadership. We will enlist legal experts  
to participate in drafting and signing “friend  
of the court” briefs. A key target: cases where  
Trump claims the “unitary executive theory”  
gives total power over government without  
checks and balances.

We are working to rally lawyers, bar associations, 
former government officials, and others to ensure 
that the rulings of federal courts are respected.

1.

Our Plan
We are responding to the 
immediate challenges along 
several strategic avenues.

MOVING FORWARD  
ON REFORM
There is an urgent need to craft an  
affirmative, appealing nonpartisan  
reform agenda around our issues  
of democracy and justice. 

Supreme Court Reform
The Kohlberg Center on the U.S. Supreme Court  
is building a campaign to lay the groundwork  
for — and ultimately win — transformational 
Supreme Court reform including term limits and 
enforceable ethics standards. Strategies include 
scholarship, public education, and outreach to 
conservatives, bar leaders, and others. 

Future of the Constitution Project
We have launched the Future of the Constitution 
Project to craft and advance a constitutional  
vision that can serve as a compelling alternative  
to originalism, rooted in our national charter’s 
democratic meaning and promise. We connect 
scholars with key environmental, women’s,  
and labor groups to test theories and language.  
We aim to put forward a new public articulation  
for future political and governmental leaders. 

Grappling with AI
In February 2025, the Brennan Center published  
a comprehensive approach for regulators,  
An Agenda to Strengthen U.S. Democracy in the  
Age of AI. Its proposed reforms have been shared  
widely with legislators federally and in states, 
spurring action around the country.

WE WILL EXPOSE & EXPLAIN 
BIG MONEY IN GOVERNMENT
Since the Citizens United decision, 
American politics has been flooded  
by big money. Now the new role of  
tech moguls may transform politics 
and governance.

Documenting conflicts of interest and  
self-dealing in the federal government:  
We will connect the dots between the financial 
interests that shape the administration and the 
actions the administration is taking — particularly 
the Elon Musk–driven decimation of federal 
agencies on which millions of Americans depend.

Documenting the growing role of big money: 
Small donors increasingly play a positive role. 
But big donors and dark money dominate.  
Our researchers will document the true story  
of money in politics today.

Seeking reform: The most significant reform 
enacted is New York State’s new constituent- 
driven small donor public financing system, 
which boosts in-district giving. That can be  
a model for national legislation. New laws can 
restore checks on corruption and self-dealing  
at the highest levels of the federal government. 
And reform must address the role of big tech 
companies that dominate new means of political 
communication without democratic accountability.

3.



Our Work  
in 2024
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The U.S. Constitution and the rule of law face unnerving 
threats. The Brennan Center was built for this moment.  
We are committed to the core values of American 
democracy. And we stand with a powerful movement  
to defend the Constitution and the rule of law, prevent 
presidential overreach, challenge abuses of power,  
and advocate for equal voting rights for all citizens.

We’re not giving up  
on democracy —  
we’re going to fight for it.
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The Brennan Center 
coordinated nearly  
150 safety exercises and 
briefings across more  
than 35 states before  
the election.

Our experts include three 
former secretaries of 
state and a top election 
official in Virginia. 

On Election Day, police officers in every 
state carried pocket guides explaining how 
they could protect the vote (and what they 
could not do). All told, 100,000 guides were 
printed. At last year’s National Association  
of Black Law Enforcement Officers Confer-
ence, the Brennan Center distributed more 
than 1,650 of these pocket guides to 12 law 
enforcement offices. An example of progress: 
Georgia now requires police trainings to 
include a curriculum on state election law.

Rogue local officials threatened to refuse to 
certify results in a bid to sabotage an unfavor-
able outcome. The Brennan Center brought 
legal and scholarly heft to ensure that this 
could not happen. After all, we argued, certifi-
cation of results was always a matter of routine, 
not a chance to second-guess the voters. 

AI/MISINFORMATION
Increasingly sophisticated AI-generated 
misinformation designed to confuse voters 
presents an ongoing threat to U.S. elections. 
The Brennan Center is providing both 
thought leadership and practical solutions. 
We distributed a tool kit to aid election 
officials in addressing misinformation. We 
helped run election training exercises for 
officials in Arizona, Michigan, Wisconsin,  
and Pennsylvania. We published a series of 
groundbreaking essays, in partnership with 
top data scientists, about the potential risks 
and benefits that AI presents to elections. 
Brennan Center experts also promoted best 
practices for identifying AI-generated content, 
explained new efforts to monitor it, and 
suggested necessary legislation as we 
continue to combat misinformation in 
American elections. 

from intimidation, physical and cyber threats,  
and political violence. The network has since 
become a crucial resource for the people  
who make our democracy work.

The Brennan Center’s own team of experts 
includes three former secretaries of state and 
a top election official in Virginia. Our experts 
briefed more than 100 journalists in meetings 
with ABC News, CBS News, CNN, NBC News, 
and The Washington Post. They fanned out 
across the country to help election officials 
prepare, coordinating nearly 150 safety 
exercises and briefings across more than 35 
states. Tabletop drills helped officials prepare 
for bomb threats and other challenges. > > >

A key strategy: enlisting law enforcement  
to work with election officials to protect the 
vote. Together with conservative activists and 
others, we organized the Committee for Safe 
and Secure Elections in 2022. It enlisted a 
bipartisan network of local election officials 
and law enforcement to protect elections 

As the 2024 election approached, trouble 
loomed: A well-funded election denier 
movement peddled conspiracy theories. 
Election officials feared for their safety. 
Disinformation clogged social media.

Yet these threats met a fortified election 
system, strengthened over the last four 
years by election officials with a major 
assist from the Brennan Center. As a result, 
the 2024 election was smooth and accu-
rate, largely free from violence. Voting was 
peaceful. Election workers did their jobs. 
Results were tabulated efficiently and 
without public panic. The election was  
safe and secure.

PROTECTING THE 2024 ELECTION
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“It’s tempting to liken this to the Gilded 
Age,” the Brennan Center’s Michael Waldman 
told The New York Times, “but John D. 
Rockefeller didn’t actually run McKinley’s 
campaign or move into the White House.”

In last year’s election, we found that super 
PAC donors giving at least $5 million spent 
more than twice as much as they had in 
2020. The top 10 donors supporting Kamala 
Harris accounted for nearly 8 percent of  
her campaign, while Donald Trump’s top  
10 accounted for 44 percent of his. 

Citizens have begun to seethe about the  
new role of private money. In an Associated 
Press survey, only 12 percent thought it a good 
idea for the president to rely on billionaires  
for advice about government policy. Nearly 
two-thirds said Congress should do more  
to limit money in campaigns. 

New models for reform have started to  
take hold. The Brennan Center helped lead 
the drive to enact small-donor public financing 
in New York State, the most significant 
legislative response to Citizens United. Under 
this system, which went into effect last year, 
small contributions are matched at an 8:1 
ratio. Encouragingly, in 2024, in-district 
contributions of $250 or less jumped from 
under 5 percent of overall funding for state 
legislative candidates to 45 percent. This  
will better connect politicians in Albany  
to their constituents. 

MONEY IN POLITICS
Money always matters in politics. Indeed, 
campaign finance reform was one of the 
founding issues for the Brennan Center.  
But ever since the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2010 
Citizens United ruling, political contributions 
and spending have effectively been deregulated. 
More small donors have participated in election 
giving, an encouraging trend boosted by digital 
fundraising. But megadonors have dominated, 
contributing an ever-larger share of the funds 
that fuel campaigns and tilt policy. 

Last year was an alarming pivot point for 
the role of big money in American politics. 
Donald Trump’s winning presidential cam-
paign relied to an extraordinary degree on 
super PACs funded by a handful of the very 
wealthiest donors, with almost half the 
money backing the president’s reelection 
coming from just 10 people. Elon Musk, the 
world’s richest man, spent nearly $300 
million on Trump’s campaign and ran his 
field operation. We saw the results in the new 
administration: The three wealthiest men in 
the country, Musk, Jeff Bezos, and Mark 
Zuckerberg, sat in the first row behind the 
lectern at the presidential inaugural — in 
front of the Cabinet. Musk and other tech 
executives then were given control of much 
of the machinery of government. > > >

Political scientists Kevin Morris and Coryn 
Grange showed that hundreds of thousands 
of ballots went uncast by voters of color in 
each recent election.

The New York Times featured the study in a 
front-page exclusive, and outlets from Politico 
to NPR covered it. Sen. Cory Booker of New 
Jersey brandished it at a hearing. The Brennan 
Center convened 125 political scientists and 
advocates to discuss related scholarship, hear 
dozens of presentations, and set the agenda 
for future research. The next phase will probe 
causes and suggest solutions. 

Some pundits and scholars have cynically 
claimed that new voter suppression laws  
did not matter. This definitive study proved, 
not surprisingly, that voter suppression laws 
suppress the vote. This is vital ammunition 
for future fights. 

RACIAL TURNOUT GAP 
For years, the gap in electoral participation 
rates between white and nonwhite voters  
kept shrinking. But then something changed.

A major study by Brennan Center social 
scientists examined nearly one billion voter 
records, housed in a supercomputer at our 
New York office (the largest such database 
anywhere). Their findings were striking. The 
racial turnout gap actually grew across the 
country over the past decade. The trend had 
many causes. But the gap grew twice as fast in 
the states once covered by the Voting Rights 
Act, before it was gutted by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 2013 in Shelby County v. Holder. > > >

“When you look at  
the growing racial 
disparities in voter 
turnout — the Brennan 
Center has a great  
point to this — these 
gaps are growing.”
Cory Booker 
Senator from New Jersey

^ 
In March 2024,  
Sen. Cory Booker 
cited Brennan  
Center research 
before the U.S. 
Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

D O N AT I O N S TO  
P R E S I D E N T I A L  S U P E R PAC S
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Presidents wield enormous power, con-
strained by checks and balances exercised by 
Congress and the courts. But a collection of 
laws, some of them centuries old, grant 
presidents even broader power than usual in 
an emergency. These laws leave the chief 
executive subject to few constraints. 

In a landmark 2019 report, the Brennan 
Center’s Elizabeth Goitein identified 150 
powers that a president can unlock in a 
national emergency. Many are measured and 
sensible, but others seem like the stuff of 
authoritarian regimes, giving the president 
the power to take over U.S. communications 

facilities, seize Americans’ bank accounts, 
control domestic transportation, and more. 
Other laws give the president broad powers to 
use the military as a domestic police force.

Over the course of a decade, Brennan Center 
attorneys developed some of the country’s 
deepest expertise in these laws. Today, that 
matters more than ever. Donald Trump has laid 
out specific plans to use emergency powers as 
part of the push for the mass deportation of 
immigrants. But the power grab will not be 
limited to that — as evidenced by the record 
number of emergency declarations (seven) 
issued in his first month in office. > > >

DOMESTIC MILITARY DEPLOYMENT 
Americans have always opposed the idea of 
soldiers on our streets, going all the way back 
to the Boston Massacre. Indeed, this has 
been a part of Anglo-American legal tradition 
for centuries. 

The Insurrection Act represents a problem-
atic and overbroad exception to that princi-
ple. On its face, it empowers the president to 
deploy the military, at the request of a state 
government, to suppress an insurrection. In 
addition, the Insurrection Act lets presidents 
use the military to enforce federal law or 
quash a rebellion against federal authority, 
even if the state government objects. (It also 
can be used to protect civil rights when a 
state government won’t do so.) At times,  

the Insurrection Act has been used for noble 
ends, including to crush the Ku Klux Klan 
and to desegregate schools. But it grants the 
president substantial discretion to unilaterally 
deploy federal troops in cases of civil unrest 
or alleged obstruction of the law. That’s too 
much power for one person to have, with too 
few meaningful checks on its exercise. 

For several years, the Brennan Center has 
pushed for legislative reform, working with 
conservative, libertarian, and liberal lawmak-
ers. Our work has had a wide impact. Two 
former high-ranking government officials, Jack 
Goldsmith of Harvard Law School and Bob 
Bauer of NYU School of Law, co-chaired a 
bipartisan American Law Institute group that 
published guidelines to update the Insurrec-
tion Act in ways very similar to the Brennan 
Center’s proposal. Sen. Richard Blumenthal of 
Connecticut introduced a bill in Congress to 
reform the law along the same lines. 

During his first term, President Trump 
reportedly told military officials that he 
wanted to invoke the Insurrection Act against 
Black Lives Matter protests in the wake of 
George Floyd’s murder in 2020. They eventu-
ally dissuaded him, but the Insurrection Act 
resurfaced after his election defeat. Stewart 
Rhodes, the founder of the far-right militant 
group the Oath Keepers, urged Trump to use 
the law to keep himself in office. And in one 
of the first orders of his second term, Trump 
gave the secretaries of defense and homeland 
security 90 days to submit a report on 
whether to invoke the Insurrection Act at the 
southern border. 

“No president has ever used the Insurrection 
Act for immigration enforcement — and for 
good reason,” says the Brennan Center’s Joseph 
Nunn. “Soldiers are trained to fight an armed 
enemy, not to do the work of immigration 
agents. Using them for that purpose diverts 
personnel, resources, and attention away from 
the military’s core responsibilities and will hurt, 
not strengthen, national security.”  > > >Ill
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s “Soldiers are trained to fight  

an armed enemy, not to do the 
work of immigration agents.”
Joseph Nunn 
Counsel, Liberty and National Security
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14 or older deemed by the administration  
to be part of the Venezuelan gang Tren de 
Aragua, excluding U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents. Trump falsely pro-
claimed that the gang was “perpetrating, 
attempting, and threatening an invasion  
or predatory incursion” of the United States, 
telling reporters, “This is a time of war.”  
His administration promptly deported 137 
immigrants to El Salvador under the procla-
mation without providing evidence of their 
supposed gang ties — disregarding a court 
order temporarily blocking the removals. 

Trump’s historic abuse of this outdated  
and dangerous law faced immediate court 
challenges on several grounds. Most obviously, 
the Alien Enemies Act can only be activated 
during declared wars or armed attacks by 
foreign governments. Gangs are not govern-
ments, and the suggestion that the United 
States has been invaded is beyond disingenu-
ous. The bid to misuse this wartime authority 
for peacetime immigration enforcement is 
among the administration’s array of illegal 
power grabs that courts must unequivocally 
reject. And dispensing with hearings and 
other due process protections all but guaran-
tees that innocent people — potentially even 
U.S. citizens — will be caught up in Alien 
Enemies Act deportations. 

NATIONAL EMERGENCIES ACT

The 1976 National Emergencies Act contains 
very few guardrails. Congress didn’t define 
“national emergency,” nor did it create any 
requirements that had to be met to declare 
one. As enacted, the law allowed Congress  
to terminate national emergency declarations 
through a legislative veto — a law that takes 
effect without the president’s signature. But  
a few years later, the Supreme Court held that 
legislative vetoes are unconstitutional, and 
that key safeguard was stripped from the law. 

Presidents have declared national emergen-
cies 87 times since the National Emergencies 
Act took effect, an average of 1.9 times per 
year. The vast majority of the declarations have  
been for the purpose of imposing economic 
sanctions on hostile foreign actors, often in 
situations that fall far short of true “emergen-
cies” but almost always with Congress’s 
acquiescence and without much controversy. 

Outside the foreign sanctions context, most 
emergency declarations have been defensible, 
even important. The Covid-19 pandemic, for 

example, was declared a national emergency 
in March 2020. In recent years, though,  
we’ve seen a disturbing new trend: phony 
emergencies concocted to allow the president 
to overcome congressional opposition or 
inaction. In February 2019, for example, 
President Trump declared an emergency at  
the southern border to enable him to divert 
funds toward the construction of a border 
wall. During the Biden era, the White House 
wrongly sought to use emergency powers  
to forgive student debt. And some emergency 
declarations, even if justified when first 
issued, extend seemingly forever; several  
have remained in place for decades. 

Under Elizabeth Goitein’s leadership,  
the Brennan Center’s Liberty and National 
Security Program has been advocating for 
reform and in 2024 saw substantial progress 
in that effort. In May, Goitein testified before 
the Senate Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs. She told senators 
that presidents of both parties are guilty  
of abusing the law. She urged Congress  
to amend the National Emergencies Act to 
provide that presidential emergency declara-
tions will terminate after 30 days unless 
Congress approves a renewal and to require 
congressional approval for any subsequent 
renewals of the declaration.

Later in 2024, that legislation came achingly 
close to passage. A bill moved through a  
House committee unanimously, and the  
same language was approved by a 13–1 vote  
in a Senate committee. The bipartisan support  
for reform is overwhelming, a testament  
to the Brennan Center’s leadership on fixing  
this broken law. We anticipate getting that  
work done in the coming years. 

in World War II–era internments underscores 
its incompatibility with some of our most 
cherished values — the rights to a fair 
hearing and to be judged by conduct and 
character, not race or place of birth.” 

The law can be used only when the nation 
is in a declared war or has been attacked by  
a foreign government (as in 1812 and the two 
world wars). That alone should bar its use 
today. But Trump during his 2024 campaign 
pledged to activate it. 

Two months into his second term, Trump 
made good on his promise. He invoked the 
Alien Enemies Act and ordered the Depart-
ments of Justice and Homeland Security to 
detain and remove every Venezuelan aged  
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“The Alien Enemies  
Act is a dangerous  
wartime law that could  
be weaponized against 
immigrants in peacetime.”
Katherine Yon Ebright 
Counsel, Liberty & National Security

^
Elizabeth Goitein 
testified in May 2024 
on the importance 
of reforming the 
1976 National 
Emergencies Act 
before the Senate 
Committee on 
Homeland Security 
and Governmental 
Affairs. Her 
testimony went  
viral with more than 
19K views on TikTok.

THE ALIEN ENEMIES ACT
The Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 are 
among the most notorious laws in American 
history. Thomas Jefferson decried them as 
coming from a “reign of witches.” 

One of these laws remains on the books 
today. The Alien Enemies Act allows the pres-
ident during wartime to detain or deport 
foreign nationals who are natives and citizens 
of an enemy nation without a hearing, based 
only on their country of birth or citizenship. 
Before 2025, the law had been activated 
three times: during the War of 1812, during 
World War I, and during World War II when  
it was used to detain Japanese nationals as 
well as German and Italian immigrants. The 
government eventually apologized, but it did 
not repeal the law. 

In her definitive 2024 report on the Alien 
Enemies Act, the Brennan Center’s Katherine 
Yon Ebright notes that the law conflicts with 
core constitutional principles of due process 
and equal protection articulated in the Fifth 
and Fourteenth Amendments. “The Alien 
Enemies Act is an outdated and dangerous 
law that violates rights in wartime and could 
be weaponized against immigrants in 
peacetime,” Ebright explains. “The law’s role  
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A decade ago the Brennan Center formed 
Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime 
and Incarceration (LEL). Its 200 current and 
former police chiefs, prosecutors, corrections 
officials, and others from across the country 
offer a powerful law enforcement voice for 
wiser policies.

In public webinars and a bipartisan con-
gressional briefing, LEL members joined 
Brennan Center experts to discuss data 
showing that violent crime has declined in 
recent years. Members attested firsthand to 
the benefits of policies that provide alterna-
tives to incarceration, make the justice 
system fairer, and increase safety for all. 

“People do not fear change; they fear loss,” 
said Shon F. Barnes, police chief in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and LEL member at an October 
event. “And so in order to implement change 
you first have to build or create a receptive 
capacity for change.”

Meanwhile, LEL members advocated for 
evidence-based measures that advance rehabili-
tation and second chances, laying the ground-
work for bipartisan reforms in coming years. 

BAIL REFORM 
In the past decade, many cities and states 
reformed, reduced, or eliminated bail. Wealth 
shouldn’t determine whether someone can 
work and be with their family while awaiting 
a criminal trial, reformers argued. But the 
changes remain controversial. When crime 
rose during the pandemic, some politicians 
called for a revival of the unjust cash bail 
policies of the past.

What was the real story? Did bail reform cause 
crime to rise? In a first-of-its-kind analysis, Bren-
nan Center researchers studied crime rates from 
dozens of jurisdictions across the country. They 
isolated bail reform as a factor to see whether 
that single policy change — rather than 
economic disruption, social isolation, the break-
down of the social safety net, and ever-increasing 
access to weapons — sent crime rates upward. 

The answer: There is no statistically signifi-
cant connection between bail reform and recent 
trends in crime. This is true regardless of the 
type of crime or the scale of the reforms. Cities 
with bail reform saw crime rise and then fall, 
and those without bail reform saw crime rise 
and fall at similar rates. Blame Covid and other 
factors, not reform. > > >
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“People do not fear 
change; they fear loss. 
And so in order to 
implement change  
you first have to build 
or create a receptive 
capacity for change.”
Shon F. Barnes
Police chief in Madison, Wisconsin,  
and LEL member at the Brennan Center  
event Promoting Justice and Public  
Safety Since the Pandemic

In other words, there is no reason to believe 
that eliminating bail leads to increased crime. 
Nor is there any reason to believe that rolling 
back these reforms will reduce crime. It will 
only distract from more proven ways to do so. 
Policymakers can and should continue to make 
the criminal justice system more humane and 
enhance public safety at the same time. 

BUSTING  
CRIME MYTHS  
 
Violent crime has been falling since 2022, 
although one might not know it from cable 
news or political speeches. To fight fear with 
facts, the Brennan Center produced nearly  
a dozen analyses in the months before the 
2024 election. Our painstaking research 
debunked the myth of a migrant crime wave, 
documented a sharp drop in murder, and 
showed that progressive prosecutors were 
not responsible for pandemic-era crime 
increases. The series received widespread 
media attention, and hundreds of thousands 
of people read individual posts based on this 
research on the Brennan Center’s website. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS
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Making  
the Case



“That’s what was put at risk on Jan. 6. 
The idea that we would actually be a 
functioning democracy where power 
would be passed peacefully from one 
administration to the next.”
Melissa Murray, Brennan Center Board member and professor at NYU Law, 
spoke at our event Decoding the Trump Indictments.
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Misdemeanors  
Presentation
Josephine Hahn (right) presented her research 
findings “Misdemeanor Enforcement: Diminished 
Caseloads and Persistent Racial Disparities”  
at the Goldstock-Jacobs Faculty Seminar at NYU Law, an 
invitation-only forum for criminal justice leaders, 
alongside Tiffany Sanabia, Jinmook Kang,  
and Hernandez Stroud.

 “AI HAS  
ADDED A  
NEW AND  
COMPLEX  
DIMENSION  
TO THE  
EXISTING 
THREATS  
TO ELECTION  
OFFICES.”

“The freedom to vote in  
America is under escalating 
attack, a national issue that  
requires a national response.” 
Brennan Center adviser Lisa J. Danetz testified before  
the House Committee on Small Business.

Elizabeth  
Howard,  
director of  
strategic outreach, 
Elections and 
Government, 
testified before 
California 
lawmakers.

FREE. FAIR. SECURE.
In a Time cover story, the Brennan 
Center’s Barton Gellman wrote 
about the strength of our election 
system and why Trump would fail 
if he tried to overturn the results. 
He wrote that the 2024 election 
would be free, fair, and secure, 
despite “the assault on truth”  
that will “continue unabated in 
the ceaseless effort [to] under-
mine faith in the results.”

6.4M 
website visitors

1350+ 
media hits

396K 
social followers

40K 
donors

378K 
newsletter  
subscribers

40M 
impressions across 
social platforms

O U R R E AC H  
I N  2 0 2 4 “State constitutions, too, are a font of  

individual liberties, their protections often  
extending beyond those required by the  
Supreme Court’s interpretation of federal law.”
Justice William J. Brennan Jr. was quoted by Eyal Press in The New Yorker.

SEN. JEFF MERKLEY  
ON THE FILIBUSTER
In a virtual event, Sen. Jeff Merkley of 
Oregon and Mike Zamore of the ACLU 
discussed their book, Filibustered! How to 
Fix the Broken Senate and Save America. 
The book makes the case that Congress’s 
decline began 50 years ago with the 
introduction of the “no-talk” filibuster and 
that returning the tool to its original form 
will do much to restore order to the 
legislature. Kimberly Atkins Stohr of  
The Boston Globe moderated.

The Promise  
and Limits of State  
Constitutions 
As the Supreme Court steps back from protecting individual 
rights, state constitutions are filling the void. Do we fully under-
stand their role and importance? The Brennan Center’s State 
Court Report and NYU Law Review hosted a two-day event in 
February 2024. Panel discussions with judges, academics, and 
lawyers covered the nuances and importance of state constitu-
tional law. As Justice William J. Brennan Jr. once wrote, state 
courts “ought to be the guardians of our liberties.” Panelists 
included Justice Clint Bolick of the Arizona Supreme Court, 
Justice Anita Earls of the North Carolina Supreme Court, and 
Chief Justice Loretta Rush of the Indiana Supreme Court.

“All of us, whatever our  
views, should care and fight 
for elections that are  
free and fair and secure.”
Brennan Center President Michael Waldman  
testified on threats posed by election denial and  
false claims of noncitizen voting before the Committee  
on House Administration.
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Analyzing Trump’s Plan to Invoke the Alien Enemies Act
In December 2024, the Brennan Center hosted an urgent conversation with legal scholars and other experts on the Alien Enemies Act. 
The Brennan Center’s Katherine Yon Ebright, law professor Ilya Somin, German American Internee Coalition President Karen Ebel, 
UnidosUS’s Rita Fernandez, and Brennan Center Fellow and moderator Wilfred U. Codrington III spoke about the shameful history  
of the law, the Trump administration’s plans to misuse it, and the legal obstacles standing in the way. The widely viewed event featured 
remarks from Sen. Mazie Hirono of Hawaii. Below, from left, Yon Ebright, Ebel, Fernandez, Codrington, and Somin.

“Congress must act to ensure that  
the use of new technologies in 
consequential and secret national  
security applications does not sweep  
away our constitutional values.”
Brennan Center Senior Director Faiza Patel in a statement at the Senate AI Insight Forum on National Security.

STATE COURT  
REPORT  X SLATE 
Last fall, State Court Report 
announced an exciting new 
partnership: The online 
magazine Slate will publish 
select State Court Report 
content, significantly increasing 
the reach and visibility of  
the new Brennan Center 
publication. “Slate is a go-to 
source for top-notch legal 
reporting and analysis,” said 
Alicia Bannon, editor in chief of 
State Court Report. “More and 
more Americans are turning  
to their state constitutions to 
protect their rights, and this 
partnership will help deepen  
the public’s understanding  
of state constitutions and  
their potential.” 

  
BRENNAN 
CENTER   
PODCAST
In April 2024 we 
launched a podcast 
created from Brennan 
Center events. We  
have published 25 
episodes and earned 
12K downloads.  

National Voter  
Registration Day
The Brennan Center’s Sean Morales-Doyle met with  
then–Vice President Kamala Harris’s office to discuss efforts to 
 get people registered to vote on National Voter Registration Day.
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Gowri Ramachandran, director of elections and security,  
was interviewed on MSNBC’s Chris Jansing Reports about  
abuse of local election officials.

THE RACIAL TURNOUT GAP 
The Brennan Center hosted a two-day conference at NYU School of  
Law exploring the latest research on racial disparities in voter turnout 
and solutions to expand access to the ballot. Panels included discussions 
about the effects of statewide voting policies, the barriers different 
minority groups face to voting, and issues surrounding redistricting and 
representation. Shown, from left, the Brennan Center’s Kevin Morris  
and Wendy Weiser with Emory University professor Bernard Fraga.

1B 
voter file records analyzed

1M 
criminal case  

records reviewed

2,000 
local officials surveyed

500 
scholarly citations

120 
briefs and expert analyses

13 
social scientists on staff

9 
Brennan Center reports

2 
major scholarly convenings

BRENNAN CENTER RESEARCH  
BY THE NUMBERS

1 supercomputer  
brought online

Senior Adviser Barton Gellman spoke about the future of 
democracy and the 2024 election on MSNBC’s Katy Tur Reports.

Last Week Tonight covered Brennan Center research on  
the Alien Enemies Act of 1798, telling viewers about the 
dangers of this outdated, overbroad wartime authority.
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Larry Norden, vice president of the Elections and 
Government Program, on how AI-generated misinformation 
threatens election integrity on PBS Newshour.

Wendy Weiser, vice president for Democracy, talked  
about election security on the PBS documentary Counting 
the Vote: A Firing Line Special with Margaret Hoover.

“Widespread and often racist allegations of unproven 
fraud are driving violence and threats directed at 
election officials, poll workers, and voters.”
Brennan Center counsel Lauren Miller Karalunas testified before the California Senate  
Committee on Elections in support of the California Peace Act.

AWARD- 
WINNING 
WORK FOR  
SUPREME 
COURT 
TERM LIMITS
CAMPAIGN

1 ANTHEM 
AWARD
Gold 
Human & Civil Rights, 
Campaign — Nonprofit

2 WEBBY 
AWARDS
People’s Voice  
Video, Public Service 
& Activism 
Winner  
Video, Public Service  
& Activism

2 SHORTY 
AWARDS
Winner Animation
Silver Honor 
Medium-Length Video

Kareem Crayton, vice president for Washington, DC,  
was interviewed on MSNBC’s Weekends with Alex Witt  
in March 2024 about the growing racial turnout gap.

EXPLAINING THE ALIEN ENEMIES ACT
Building on Katherine Yon Ebright’s seminal report,  
counsel Ivey Dyson partnered with the Communications  
Department to produce an explainer video about the  
Alien Enemies Act and the Trump administration’s threats  
to invoke it. The video featured powerful footage of internment  
camps used to detain noncitizens of Japanese, Italian,  
and German ancestry during World War II to emphasize that  
this shameful law should remain a dark chapter in American  
history and not be revived. 

47% 
watched the  
entire video

16.3M 
impressions
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Excessive 
Punishment 
In her new book, Excessive 
Punishment: How the Justice  
System Creates Mass Incarceration, 
Brennan Center Justice Program 
Senior Director Lauren-Brooke 
Eisen (below) unpacks why our 
criminal justice system is so 
punitive. The book contains 38 
essays by 45 contributors — 
practitioners, activists, academics, 
and thought leaders — who 
highlight the harms of the status 
quo and provide valuable insight 
into how we can move toward a  
criminal justice system that is 
smaller, more effective, and more 
humane. The book prompted a panel 
discussion with Eisen at the 
Commonwealth Club of California  
in April 2024. 

“Democracy affects all other issues.  
If you care about gun control or clean  
air or a woman’s right to choose, if our 
democracy is compromised, that makes 
all the other issues harder to solve.”
Ari Berman, author of Minority Rule, at our live event Resisting Minority Rule

Election  
Watch
Brennan Center executives, voting rights and 
elections experts, and communications staff 
monitored election developments on November 5. 
They worked with advocates throughout the 
organization to quickly deliver reliable information 
to election officials, journalists, and voters.

“The federal government is the guarantor for many 
very basic protections, including civil rights 
protections and other sorts of things that people 
take for granted.” Dan Weiner, interviewed on Spectrum News in July 2025

Joanna Zdanys,  
deputy director in  
the Elections and 
Government Program, 
testified at a joint  
New York state 
legislative budget 
hearing on February  
6, 2024. Zdanys urged 
the legislature to  
fully fund New York’s  
new public campaign 
finance program  
by matching the 
governor’s proposed 
$114.5 million for  
the upcoming fiscal 
year and ensure 
adequate funding  
for improvements  
to elections and  
voting infrastructure.



The Supreme Court has grown too powerful 
and out of step with public values. Reforming 
and modernizing the Court is a key objective 
of the Brennan Center, and a visionary  
$30 million commitment from businessman 
and philanthropist Jim Kohlberg allowed us to 
make notable strides in this long-term effort.

D E M S I N D S R E P S

Oppose
Neutral

69%
SUPPORT 

TERM LIMITS

76%
SUPPORT AN  
ETHICS CODE

11

11

78

14

17

69

4

16

80

6 9

7

18 19
34

76 72 59

D E M S I N D S R E P S

BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR REFORM
Support

“They have enormous 
power over all of  
our lives, and it’s 
entirely appropriate 
for us to push back,  
to question that 
power, to demand 
that they not overstep  
their bounds, and  
to insist on reforms  
like term limits and  
an ethics code.”
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Brennan Center President Michael Waldman at  
our June 2024 event A Politicized Supreme Court  
Is Remaking America. Waldman, who served on the 
2021 Presidential Commission on the Supreme 
Court, was joined by Kareem Crayton, the Brennan 
Center’s vice president for Washington, DC. Together 
they explored the threat the current Court poses.

“Seventy percent of Americans  
think the court now puts ideology  
over impartiality and I am part  
of that overwhelming majority.”
Jim Kohlberg in a piece he wrote for Fortune

Diane Wood, a former federal 
appeals court judge, emphasized 
that the average time served  
by Supreme Court justices  
has grown by almost a decade  
since 1990.

“A fixed term for  
the justices would 
indeed better  
serve the founding 
generation’s ideas 
and ideals of judicial 
independence.”

The Kohlberg Center 
has published essays  
by prominent former 
judges and academics:

Jack Rakove, a member of  
the Brennan Center’s Historians 
Council on the Constitution, 
wrote that lifetime tenure for 
Supreme Court justices has 
outlived its usefulness. 

“The term limits 
proposal offers a 
better balance 
between stability 
and growth than 
the status quo, and 
its benefits will only 
increase over time.”

We hosted a discussion with Supreme Court experts on term limits and an enforceable  
ethics code featuring (clockwise from top left) Brennan Center Judiciary Program Director 
Alicia Bannon, Yale Law professor and Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court 
Co-chair Cristina Rodríguez, and former federal appeals court judge Diane Wood.  
Brennan Center President Michael Waldman moderated.

A HISTORIC MOMENT FOR SUPREME COURT REFORM

“We believe that Supreme Court  
term limits are urgently needed at  
a time of plummeting confidence in 
the Supreme Court.”
 From an October 2024 letter to congressional leadership, signed by 57 prominent  
constitutional scholars and retired judges, endorsing term limits for Supreme Court justices

THE SUPREME COURT AND  
THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY
We hosted a panel on Supreme Court reform with (from left) NYU Law’s 
Melissa Murray, Rep. Jamie Raskin, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse,  
The Nation’s Elie Mystal, and BlackPAC’s Adrianne Shropshire.



The Brennan Center is fighting critical battles that 
directly affect Latinos in the United States. Brennan 
en español provides timely research and analysis in 
Spanish, ensuring that Spanish-speaking and bilingual 
communities, media outlets, and organizations have 
access to the resources needed to dispel 
misinformation about voting, elections, and other 
issues related to our democracy and justice systems.
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CELEBRITY 
INFLUENCE 
Adamari López (below),  
a television personality 
with millions of social 
media followers, helped  
Brennan en español reach 
Latino voters before the 
2024 election.  
She addressed the 
importance of registering 
to vote, how to identify 
disinformation and find 
trustworthy sources, and 
other concerns. A  
Facebook Live hosted  
by López with BEE Fellow 
Kira Romero-Craft 
attracted 228K views on 
Instagram and 193K views 
on Facebook. 

El Glosario 
Brennan en español launched El Glosario, a resource that provides 
Spanish translations and context for terms that frequently appear 
in the research and writings of the Brennan Center. We made it 
publicly available to help ally organizations, colleagues, and others 
working to strengthen our systems of democracy and justice 
communicate more effectively with Spanish-speaking and bilingual 
audiences.

Univision Collaboration
Brennan en español continued its successful partnership with  
Univision, the nation’s largest Spanish-language broadcaster.  
The media giant copublished Brennan Center articles debunking 
disinformation about key election topics, including voter roll  
accuracy, mail ballot security, and election certification.  
Three joint live events featuring Brennan en español Fellow  
Kira Romero-Craft and Univision Noticias’s Carlos Chirinos 
(right) covered early voting and strategies for avoiding  
election-related disinformation. These events attracted tens  
of thousands of views on both Facebook and YouTube.

National Association  
of Hispanic Journalists 
In the summer, Brennan en español cosponsored a two-hour workshop on 
disinformation at the National Association of Hispanic Journalists convention  
in Los Angeles. Disinformation and Democracy: Reporting on the 2024 Election 
and Countering Disinformation drew a standing room–only crowd as the Brennan 
Center’s Larry Norden (left) and panelists from NPR and the fact-checking 
service Factchequeado spoke on how to cover an election season marred by the 
misuse of artificial intelligence to spread disinformation. Next to Norden, Mireya 
Navarro, Kira Romero-Craft, and BEE adviser Ricardo Ramírez.

LA OPINIÓN  
COLLABORATION
La Opinión, the country’s  
largest Spanish-language daily, 
continued to publish a Brennan 
Center monthly column and 
coproduce monthly Facebook 
Live events that also streamed 
across other social platforms. 
The columns, by Brennan en 
español Editor in Chief Mireya 
Navarro, and the Live events 
featuring BEE Fellow Kira 
Romero-Craft and La Opinión’s 
political editor Jesús García, 
delved into noncitizen voting, 
Project 2025, and the Alien 
Enemies Act, the law being  
used to deport immigrants 
without due process.

Anthem Awards
Brennan en español received two Anthem Awards for a Spanish-language 
video that raised awareness about the racial turnout gap. Brennan 
Center research revealed that millions of voices are being silenced in our 
democracy. Attacks on the Voting Rights Act cleared the way for states 
to impose restrictive voting laws targeting Americans of color. We called 
on Congress to pass the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act  
to revitalize protections for voters. 

LATINOS AND  
THE FAR RIGHT
Our event with (clockwise from  
top left) journalist Paola Ramos, 
political scientist Eduardo 
Gamarra, and Brennan Center 
Fellow Mike German, moderated 
by BEE Editor in Chief Mireya 
Navarro, was one of the most 
viewed events on our YouTube 
page, with 11K views.  

G ROW I N G  
O U R R E AC H 

124K
website visitors

8K
social followers

421K
Facebook Live  
views of one event
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NEW FELLOW
Brennan en español 
recruited Kira Romero-
Craft as a fellow to 
serve as a spokesperson 
and write about issues 
particularly relevant to 
Latino audiences. She is 
a lawyer with experience 
in voting rights litigation 
who joined the Center 
from LatinoJustice 
PRLDEF.



Thank  
You to Our  

Supporters



Brennan Center Board members, supporters, and staff

Retired Ohio Supreme 
Court Chief Justice 
Maureen O’Connor

Brennan Center President  
and CEO Michael Waldman with fellow 

movement leaders Alexis McGill Johnson  
of Planned Parenthood and Maya Wiley  

of the Leadership Conference

U.S. Commerce Secretary  
Gina Raimondo

The Brennan Center’s annual gala 
gathers 500+ supporters and partners 
for an inspiring evening that celebrates 
leaders in the fight for democracy and 
justice. In 2024, we honored U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 
for her visionary civic leadership. We 
also paid tribute to the Ohio Organizing 
Collaborative and retired Ohio Chief 
Justice Maureen O’Connor for  
their heroic attempts to bring fair 
redistricting to that state.  

Brennan  
Legacy Awards

,

Kimberley Harris,  
Brennan Center Board co-chair,  

executive vice president of Comcast,  
and general counsel of NBCUniversal

Leaders from the Ohio Organizing Collaborative, including Board member  
Samuel Gresham Jr. (left), Executive Director Molly Shack (center right),  
and former Policy and Advocacy Director Jeniece Brock (right), with  
Brennan Center Board member and NYU Law professor Melissa Murray 
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     73%
Programs

17%
Management  
& Administration

Fundraising
10%

2%
Gala  
Event  

2%
Other Income

 74%
Individuals & 

Family Foundations

22%
Institutional 

Foundations & 
Corporations

Programs  $36,672,381

Management  
& Administration  $8,545,604 

Fundraising  $4,897,746  

Total $ 50,115,731   

E XPENSES 

*This total comprises all funds awarded during Fiscal Year 2024, including multiyear grants intended for use in future periods. It does not reflect 
the estimated monetary value of donated legal services provided by our law firm partners (list on p. 41). 

OPERATING SUPPORT
Individuals  
& Family Foundations $38,610,145  

Institutional Foundations  
& Corporations $11,674,148   

Gala Event $1,021,738 

Other Income  $ 983,093 

Total $52,289,124*

PL ANNED GIVING:  
ENSURING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE  
A growing list of supporters dedicated to protecting 
democracy over the long haul have included  
the Brennan Center in their estate planning as 
members of the Brennan Legacy Circle. These 
commitments are now a vital source of financial 
sustainability — we received significant bequests in 
fiscal year 2024 to help ensure our future strength.

Legacy Circle members are a valued  
pillar of our donor community and receive  
special updates and invitations to briefings and 
events, among other benefits. Learn how  
to pledge your intent and join the Circle at 
brennancenter.org/plannedgiving. 

As of June 30, 2024, the Brennan Center’s net assets totaled $266,840,614. Approximately two-thirds of those funds  
($175,000,000) are designated for operating reserves or special long-term initiatives.

Our Financials
Since our founding in 1995, the Brennan Center has grown into the country’s leading, largest, and 
longest-standing hub for democracy and justice. We are deeply grateful to the tens of thousands of 
financial supporters from across the country whose backing has made this possible. 

The Center’s work is fully powered by our dedicated community; we receive no funding from New York 
University or government sources. Our commitment to fiscal transparency and stewardship has earned 
the highest marks from Charity Navigator and Candid — meaning donors can give with confidence. 

“I am proud to support  
the Brennan Center as a 
Brennan Legacy Circle 
member. With my estate 
plans, I am committed  
to seeing that our 
democracy works better 
for everyone — today and 
for future generations.” 
Leslie Bhutani
Brennan Center  
Board member

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Arnold & Porter

Ballard Spahr LLP

Covington & Burling LLP

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Dentons

Fenwick

Friedman Kaplan Seiler Adelman & 

Robbins LLP

Jenner & Block LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Morgan Lewis 

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Patterson Belknap Webb &  

Tyler LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 

Garrison LLP

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &  

Sullivan, LLP

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

PRO BONO PARTNERS
Our work in 2024 depended on the support of legal leaders who fought alongside us for  
democracy, justice, and the rule of law. We are tremendously grateful for their commitment.
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SPECIAL THANKS
The work of the Brennan Center for Justice also happens 
thanks to the dedication of many supporters whose  
names are not listed here, including those who contribute 
through collaborative funding networks, pro bono legal 
assistance, and employee giving programs, as well as 
donors who prefer to remain anonymous. We greatly 
appreciate their generosity.

$1,000,000+

Arnold Ventures

Election Trust Initiative

Endeavor Foundation (formerly Christian  

A. Johnson Endeavor Foundation)

Ford Foundation

Martha Gabbert

Jerome L. Greene Foundation

James A. Kohlberg

Lakeshore Foundation

Scarlet Feather Fund

$500,000–$999,999

Patricia Bauman

Estate of Hardie A. Beloff

Freedom Together Foundation

Kaphan Foundation

Leon Levy Foundation

Pivotal, a network of organizations  

founded by Melinda French Gates

Estate of Sandra B. Sheldon

Solidarity Giving

Bernard and Anne Spitzer Charitable Trust

$250,000–$499,999

Bainum Family Foundation

Bohemian Foundation

Quinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan

Democracy Fund

Marc Fasteau and Anne G. Fredericks 

Charitable Fund

FJC - A Foundation of Philanthropic Funds

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Autumn Fund

Alan and Madeline Blinder

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Collaborative for Gender and  

Reproductive Equity

The Cooper-Siegel Family Foundation

Cornerstone Foundation

Cynthia Crossen and James Gleick

Stanley Eisenberg

Fair Representation in Redistricting

Fore River Foundation

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

Susan Sachs Goldman

Horace and Amy Hagedorn Fund

Noble and Lorraine Hancock Family Fund

Heising-Simons Foundation

Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Funds

The Robert F. and Lynn D. Johnston  

Family Fund

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Jacques M. Littlefield Foundation

Estate of John H. McKee

Craig Newmark Philanthropies

Open Society Foundations

The Overbrook Foundation

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Park Foundation

Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust

Present Progressive Fund of  

Schwab Charitable

Charles H. Revson Foundation

The Rice Family Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Elizabeth Roistacher and Theo Polan,  

in memory of Steven M. Polan

The Schooner Foundation

Ashish and Sapna Shah

Sudarsky Family Foundation

Tides Foundation

The Tow Foundation

Toyama Gratitude Fund

$50,000–$99,999

Robert Atkins

Barbara Bainum

Bartlett Family Charitable Fund

The Trey Beck Charitable Fund

Leslie and Ashish Bhutani

Mark and Deborah Blackman  

Charitable Trust

Katherine Borsecnik and Gene Weil

The Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Theodore Cross Family  

Charitable Foundation

CS Fund/Warsh Mott Legacy

William Derrough

Ray and Dagmar Dolby Fund

Fredman Family Foundation

Mark Friedman and Marjorie Solomon

FThree Foundation

Robert Goodman and Jayne Lipman

Goodnation Foundation

Richard and Peggy Greenfield

Gail and Roy Greenwald

Anne Hale and Arthur W. Johnson Fund

The Joyce Foundation

Charles F. Kettering Foundation

The Klarman Family Foundation

John D. and Catherine T.  

MacArthur Foundation

The Mai Family Foundation

NEO Philanthropy

The John and Wendy Neu Foundation

Square One Foundation

The Three Summers Fund

Trusted Elections Fund

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

Wilf Family Foundations

Zegar Family Foundation

$100,000–$249,999

AJG Foundation

Philip and Edith Altbach

Maurice Amado Foundation

Sondra and Steve Hardis

Tom Healy and Fred P. Hochberg

Martin Heller

Matt and Kathryn Kamm

Ruth Lazarus and Michael Feldberg

Nancy and Edwin Marks Family Foundation

Josephine A. Merck

Wilhelm Merck and Nonie Brady

Mertz Gilmore Foundation

Roger and Margot Milliken

Mario Morino

Karen Morris and Alan Levenson

NBCUniversal

Estate of Roland Ban Ninomiya

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &  

Garrison LLP

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Robert E. and Judith O. Rubin

The Silver Foundation

Stein Family Democracy Fund

Sandor and Faye Straus

Lawrence Summers and Elisa New

The WhyNot Initiative

William B. Wiener, Jr. Foundation

The Winkler Family Foundation (TX)

Women Donors Network

Irene and Alan Wurtzel

Michael Zaccaro Trust

$25,000–$49,999

Alpern Family Foundation

Tom and Andi Bernstein

Rachel C. Blank

Allen Blue and Kira Snyder

Daedalus Foundation

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Dolotta Family Charitable Foundation

Equal Justice America

Les Fagen

Fund for a Safer Future

John and Kathryn Greenberg

Sheila and David Groves

John and Olga Guttag

Kathryn Haller and Jeffrey Johnson

John L. Hammond

Kimberley Harris and Matthew Miller

Matthew and Jessica Harris

Whitney and Elizabeth Hatch

Hecker Fink LLP

William Talbott Hillman Foundation

Co-owners of the Bonta and Helen Hiscoe 

Charitable Fund

Jenner & Block LLP

Douglas and Cessna Kaye

Dock Knowtorious

Leaves of Grass Fund

Lebowitz-Aberly Family Foundation

Leslie Fund, Inc.

Levi Strauss Foundation

Loeb Family Charitable Foundation

Henry Lord

A.L. Mailman Family Foundation

Christopher and Linda Mayer

Nion McEvoy and Leslie Berriman

Microsoft

Weston Milliken at Tides Foundation

The John Henry Moore Fund

National Basketball Association

Malcolm Netburn

“Like so many 
others, I am 
concerned about 
what lies ahead. 
Supporting the 
Brennan Center 
came immediately 
to mind as I 
wondered what I 
could do. I am 
boosted by the 
staff’s commitment 
and their depth of 
information.”
Dotty Burstein 
Supporter since 2020
Winchester, MA

We sincerely regret any omissions or incorrect listings.  
Please contact us at donations@brennan.law.nyu.edu with updates. 

Our Supporters
The Brennan Center’s work is made possible through the generous  
support of our community of donors and their commitment  
to an America that is democratic, just, and free. We are deeply grateful  
to all those who supported our work in 2024 and are pleased to  
recognize some of our most dedicated contributors.*

* Funding levels represent annualized giving.
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“The trust I have  
in the Brennan 
Center to be 
fighting the good 
fight to protect 
our democracy on 
all fronts offers 
me great comfort 
in these very 
troubling times.” 
Pamela Jones 
Supporter since 2022 
New York, NY 

Gloria Principe and John O’Farrell 

The Marshall and Veronique Parke Family

PayPal

Piper Fund, a Proteus Fund initiative

David J. Roberts

Larry and Wendy Rockefeller

Curtis and Deborah Rose

The Rosewater Fund

Sidley Family Foundation

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Mason Smith

Lisa and Glenn Solomon

Mark Stevens and Mary Murphy

Barbra Streisand

Bertha Surlow and Maurice S. Surlow  

Donor Advised Fund

Frances Sweeney

Barbara Tarmy and Family

Tuttleman Foundation

Unispace

Beth and Kurt Von Emster 

Wagging Tail Fund

$10,000–$24,999

The Alderyn Fund

Anderman Family Foundation

Kendall Anthony

Arnold & Porter

Dr. Arleen D. Auerbach

The Aufmuth Family Foundation

Paul and Stephanie Basta

William and Debbie Becker

The Dale and Max Berger Family Foundation

Laurie and Ray Bergner

Michael Beriss and Jean Carlson

Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

The Birches Foundation

BLT Charitable Trust

Helen Bodian and Roger Alcaly

Don and Julia Boen

Julia Bowen and Brad Svrluga

Helen Branch

Catherine Brienza, J.D. and Dr. Patrick Roth

Brose Hie Hill Foundation

The Brush Family Foundation

Cantor Fitzgerald, L.P.

Brad and Judy Chase

Karen and Richard Christenson

Joan Cirillo and Roger Cooke

Marilyn Clements

The Clermont Foundation

Jared M. Cohen, Esq. and Koula A. Scelfo

Charles Cohon

Dana and Sunny Jo Comfort

Diane Conti

Janet Corpus and John F. Hoffmeyer

CREDO

CrossCurrents Foundation

Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation Corp.

Sally L. Davis-Rhodes and Gregory Rhodes

Jennifer DiBrienza and Jesse Dorogusker

Richard Dickson and Michelle Travis

Howard Dickstein and Jeannine English

DiGravio Family Giving Fund

David and Natasha Dolby Fund

Lynn M. Edens

Julian I. and Hope R. Edison Foundation

Edwards Family Fund

Susan and Charles W. Elder

Enhancing Tomorrow Foundation

Epstein Partners, UBS

Barbara Eyman and Robert Antonisse

Lester and Carol Ezrati

Olivia H. and John Farr

Sharon Feigon and Steven Bialer

Fenwick

The Fine and Greenwald Foundation, Inc.

Rudolph and Hilda Forchheimer Foundation

Mary Ford and Rob Lewis

Ross A. Garon and Anna Suh

The Glick Family Foundation

Caryl Goodman and Austin Wertheimer

David and Sylvia Goodman

Danielle C. Gray

The Greenberg Foundation

Lisa Gustavson and Christopher Sales

The Marc Haas Foundation

Jon L. and Jo Ann Hagler

Kristi Hardin

Rosie and Bob Heil

Alice Herb

Elizabeth and Justyn Howard

The Audrey & Sydney Irmas  

Charitable Foundation

Jackson Family Fund of the Princeton Area 

Community Foundation

Karen and Peter Jakes

Pamela Jones and Craig Russell

The Peter T. Joseph Foundation

Rochelle S. Kaplan and Arthur D. Lipson

Samuel and Nancy Ann Stern Karetsky

Karsten Family Foundation

Richard Kendall and Lisa See

Steve and Priscilla Kersten

Kirkland & Ellis

David L. Klein, Jr. Foundation

The Nat R. and Martha M. Knaster  

Charitable Trust

Korein Foundation

David M. Kozak

Arthur Krumrey and Cinda Berry

Jill Lafer

Mark Larson and Tina Cole

Latham & Watkins LLP

The Lawrence Foundation

Lewis H. Lazarus

Lederer Foundation

Jonathan E. Lehman

Susan Lehman

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

The Leighty Foundation

Philip Lentz

Julia and Roger Lester

The Llewellyn Foundation

Laura Ludwig Irrevocable Trust

Jeffrey and Susanne Lyons

Makoff Family Foundation

Lynn Blessing McDougall, Esq.

Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss

Bonnie Mills and Doug Eicher

The Leo Model Foundation

Moldauer Family Fund

William and Mary Sue Morrill

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Sheri and Doug Mowbray

James E. Murphy

Stephen A. and Naomi Myers

National Football League

David Neuwirth and Hattie Myers

Raymond E. Nienburg

Notaboat Fund

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Ohio Progressive Collaborative

Vivian and Paul Olum  

Charitable Foundation

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Franz Paasche and Alison Pavia

Paula Pagano

Shirley and Eric Paley

Jeannine and James C. Park

Jill and Geoffrey Parker

Wendy Pollak

Quinn Hill Foundation

Susan and Robert Quinn

Sara Ransford

Jim and Stacy Rechtin

Alice and Ben Reiter

Riker Danzig LLP

Wyatt Rockefeller and Julie Fabrizio

Fran and Charles Rodgers

Loren Rodgers

Dr. Paul and Donna Rosenzweig

The Rothschild Foundation, Inc.

Jacqueline Rubin and Matthew Healey

A & J Saks Foundation

Sawyers Family Fund

The Scarrow Family, in memory of  

Dr. Howard Scarrow

Francesco Scattone

Rick Schaffer 

Eric and Alexandra Schoenberg

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Trink and Ernie Schurian

Frederick A. O. Schwarz, Jr.

The Shames Family Foundation

Howard M. Shapiro and Shirley Brandman

Michael H. Siegel

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Gretchen Sisson and Andrew McCollum

SLC Giving Fund

Solomon Family Foundation

Michael Spiegelman

David and Liz Ehrenfest Steinglass

Fred Stern and Lois Feldman

David Sussman

Shirley Swanson

Maureen and Paul Swetow

James Swigert and Nancy Neubert

Teiger Foundation

William and Mary Toms

Alice Underwood

Stephen Van Eck

Christine Varney and Tom Graham

Philippe and Katherine Villers

Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen  

Charitable Fund

Alan M. and Nathalie P. Voorhees Fund

Kate and Scott Voorhees

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Josh and Roby F. Weinreich

Catherine Weiss and Samuel Huber

Jennine Williamson and John Fitzgerald

WilmerHale

The Winkler Family Foundation (CA)

Wendy C. Wolf

Holly S. Wright

Zaitlin-Nienberg Family Fund

Team Zimm Family Trust

Alan L. Zimmerman

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

$5,000–$9,999

Don Abbott

Richard Aiello

Julie and Alan Altshuler

Carolyn and Bruce Lebedoff Anders

Richard V. and Tanya N. Andrew  

Charitable Gift Fund

Brian Arbogast and Valerie Tarico

Benjamin M. Baker

Todd H. Baker and Diane A. Baker

Marian and Hans Baldauf

Baltins Family Fund of the Minneapolis 

Foundation

Ned W. Bandler and Jean Taft Douglas 

Bandler

Dr. Richard and Professor Jane Baron

Sandra Baron and Gregory Diskant

Baumol Family Foundation

Susan and Ben Baxt

Jann J. Bellamy

Joan and Ira Berkowitz

Fran Bermanzohn and Alan Roseman

The Bhalla-Kellogg Fund

Mark Bocchetti

Boucher Family Charitable Gift Fund

Hon. Alain Bourgeois

“The Brennan Center has exceeded our 
expectations and evolved into a powerful 
force. It’s an honor to be aligned with you.”
Jonathan Mondschein and Dale Reyer
Supporters since 2007
Summit, NJ
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Mary Eccles

Caroline Erisman and John Silberstein

Al Fan and Sue Wollan Fan

Kenneth R. Feinberg

James W. and Elizabeth B. Fentress

John Fife

Vicki Porter-Fink and Aaron Fink

Paul S. Follett

Fund for the Future of Rockefeller  

Family Fund

Frances P. Galton Trust

Stephen Glynn and Kathleen Walsh

Jeoffry B. Gordon, MD, MPH

Lenore S. and Bernard A. Greenberg Fund

Sean and Alisha Griffey

Philip A. Gruppuso, M.D. and  

Martha R. Manno

Vanita Gupta and Chinh Le

Peter and Elizabeth Haaker

David P. Halstead

Hon. Bryanne Hamill and Thomas Hamill

Gail and John N. Hanson

Michael Harpe and Deborah Winshel

HCD Foundation

Bonnie R. Hecht

Livia Helmer

David Hemmendinger

David and Margaret Hensler

David Hochman and Eugenia L. Siegler

Dr. William and Paula Hodgkiss

Deborah K. Holmes Family Foundation

Ani Hurwitz

Susie Hwang and Matt Glickman

Amish and Sapna Jani

Johnson Grateful Giving Fund

Jean Johnson and Peter Miller

Ellen and Charlie Johnston

Chris and Martina Jones

Frances Kane

Kanter Family Foundation

Jeffrey and Paula Kaplan

Robert J. Katz

Kave Family Foundation

John S. Kendall

Jonathan Otis Kerlin

Toshi and Rob Knell

Frida Kumar

Hugh R. Lamle Foundation

Ted Landau and Naomi Auerbach

Bruce and Kate Langsen

LARK Family Fund

William and Amanda LaSalle

Richard and Ruth Lavine Family Foundation

Robert Lawson

Margaret A. Leary

Michael and Carol Lebow

Richard and Madeleine Lenski

François and Calleen Letaconnoux

Jerry and Linda Levin

Dr. Stuart Eric Levine and  

Nanci Mulholland Levine

Zahavah Levine and Jeff Meyer

Alexander V. Lewin

Martha Liggett

Joseph Lincoln

Robert L. Liu

Lowenstein Center for the Public Interest

Sarah Lynch and Kris Wernstedt

David J. Magee and Cheryl Roberto

Edward Mandell and Lisa Greenberg

Jonathan Marshall and Lorrie Goldin

The Mathews Family Charitable Fund

Martin Mattes and Catherine Garzio

Mary McCarty

The McInerney Family Charitable Fund

Bozena and John McLees

Menemsha Family Fund

Jane and Richard A. Mescon

Paulette J. Meyer and David A. Friedman

Middle Road Foundation

Betty Milum

Nelson Minar

Jessie Mishkin

Melissa Murray and Joshua Hill

Barbara M. Neal

Robert J. Nelson

John and Jean Nonna

Carol Noymer

Margaret O’Kane

Olive Bridge Fund of Oregon  

Community Foundation

Danielle Omvig and David Jagodzinske

Jean L. Oppenheimer

Elizabeth D. Orr

In honor of Fred Paroutaud

Alan Patricof

Diane Pattee

Evelyn Petschek

Ben Posel and Jessica Bauman

Frances R. Posel

Melissa Posen and Larry Hirschhorn

Anoop and Sangeeta Prasad

Suzanne and Garrett Quinn

Bonnie and Peter Reagan

The Red Leaf Family Foundation

Micki Kaplan Reiss and Jonathan Reiss

Paula Riggert

Ropes & Gray LLP

Victor and Suzanne Rosenzweig

The Rose-Scutari Family

Robert Rothhouse

Don Ryan and Marilena Amoni

Brad Sablosky

Scappaticci-Steinberg Foundation

Susan Schewel

Maida Schifter and Ralph Tryon

Michael L. Schler

Paul J. Schneider

Lois S. Segel

The Senville Foundation

September 20th Fund of  

The New World Foundation

Susan H. Shane

Saul B. Shapiro and Kerith J. Aronow

Carol G. Siegel

Donald S. Simons

Joanne Slotnik and Stephen Trimble

Nancy and John Solana Advised Fund at 

The Dallas Foundation

Frank and Dianne Sonsini

Lois and Richard M. Sontag

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Rex and Nancy Stockton

Ryan Strickler

Tim Stumbaugh (TJS Sigma  

Earth Foundation)

Lucy Stutz and Jared Levine

John Kelly and Elizabeth Sullivan

Sun & Moon Yoga Studio

Sundial Fund

Bernard and Phyllis Sussman

Chandler and Paul Tagliabue

The Tarshes and Kerdeman Family

Catherine and Michael Thiemann

Sheila Thorne

The Three Sisters Foundation

The Tufenkian Foundation, Inc.

Bruce and Sandra Tully

Brenda E. Turner

Laura Tyson and Erik Tarloff

Gene Ulrich

Diane Van Wyck

Patricia E. Vance

Karen E. Wagner

Herbert Waldren

Carol Watson and Gregory Kunert

Paul Weiden, MD and Beverly Linkletter

The Westport Fund

Carol White

Leslie K. Williams and James A. Attwood, Jr.

Linda Yienger

$2,500–$4,999

Jesse Abraham and Amy Peck Abraham

Willa Aldstadt

Raymond D. Aller

Diane M. Aramony

Astor Street Foundation

Reed and Adrienne Auerbach

Fred and Wendy Bachman

David F. Becker Charitable Fund

Chantal and Curtis Below

Frieda and Mike Brigner

Richard Bronstein and Eileen Silvers

Buffalo Nickel of the Ayco  

Charitable Foundation

Dorothy C. Bullitt

Ms. Mary Catherine Bunting

The Florence V. Burden Foundation

Sally F. Cameron

Jasmine Cresswell Candlish

Abigail Canfield

Catherine Chenu-Campbell

Kathy and Stuart Chiron

Harvey and Naomi Cohen

Nancy Cohen

Ann Condon

LeighAnn and Chad Costley

Donna Courtney

Lynn Dantzker

Mark Davidow

Davies Family Fund

Karen and David Davis

Mary Charlotte Decker

Frank DeRosa

The Diamonstein-Spielvogel Foundation

Andrea Dino

Directions for Rural Action Fund

Julie Dorfman

Thomas T. Duncan

Bruce W. Dunne

Francine Dykes and Richard Delay

Judith E. Belsky

Kenneth Berger

Marsha Dick Bilzin

James Blume and Kathryn Frank

Betsy Book

Barbara A. Bowen and Joel M. Weirick

Jack Bradshaw

Lawrence Braitman

Joseph Briggs and Samantha Azzarello

Jill Broderick

Richard Brosnick and Jill Del Monico

Michael and Sara Buckley

William C. Bullitt Foundation

Dotty Burstein

Steve and Buffy Caflisch

James E. Castello

Stephanie Chaplin

Catherine A. Chiccone

Devin Clark

Robert and Nancy Cole

Janice S. Cooperstein

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Costello

Barbara and Chris Creed

Jeremy Creelan and Stephanie Buchanan

Derek Derstine Cressman and Deniz Tuncer

Peggy and Mark Curchack

D&E Family Unity Trust

Peggy Dellinger

Mark Densen

DJW Fund at Schwab Charitable

Stephen and Minda Dolmatch

The Double E Foundation

Thomas D. Edmondson

Frederick Ehlert

Aaron and Jacqueline Epstein

Erskine Charitable Fund

Fred and Martha Farkouh

Fenwick Foundation

Robert S. Fleischer and Susan L. Raanan

Susan Flicop and Christopher Hill

Nancy and Thomas Florsheim

Eleanor Friedman and Jonathan J. Cohen

Ruth and Edward Friedman

JoAnn M. Fritsche

Lisa Koteen Gerchick and Mark Gerchick

Jonathan Gibson and Eliza Mabry

David & Lucille Gildin Family Foundation

“We are encouraged 
by all the work the 
Center does to 
protect our rights 
and democracy, 
even if it’s an 
uphill battle.” 
Jonathan Marshall
Supporter since 2016
San Anselmo, CA

“Thank you for the 
incredible work 
you do. It’s 
inspiring, it’s 
valuable, and it’s 
making a 
difference.” 
Dani Janklow
Supporter since 2020
Greeley, CO
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The Hyman Levine Family Foundation:  

L’Dor V’Dor 

C. Stephen Lewis

Lichter-Marck Fund of the  

Liberty Hill Foundation

Andrew Locke

Arnold Milton Lund, Jr.

Karen Magid

James Mandelbaum

Jonathan C. Medow

The Mendell Family Fund, Inc.

Mark and Jane Mendlow

Mary Ann and Dr. Roger V. Meyer

W. Gerry Miller III Family

Jaque Milofsky

Jonathan Mondschein and (Ms.) Dale Reyer

Larry Moscow and Cindy Paradies

Patrick J. Murphy

Bill and Paige O’Luanaigh

Jeremy Paris, Raben

Noreen J. Parrett

Elizabeth (Libba) Patterson

William L. and Patricia Paxton

Penn Oberlander Family Foundation, Inc.

Linda Perlstein and John Miller

Peterson-Lager Education Fund

Douglas T. Plante

Lucille M. Queeney

Drew Raines

Eleanor Rasnow

Mitchell Ratner and Ann-Mari Gemmill

Scott W. Reilly

Reuler-Lewin Foundation

Lee Allen Reynolds

Meredith Riekse

The River Foundation

Kathleen A. Roberts and Howard Clyman

Sidney Rothberg and  

Susan Robbins Rothberg

Linda Roux and Mike Kalichman

Nancy J. and Bradley Sabel

Gail and Ted Scovell

George R. and Carole A. Seger

Stuart Shapiro

Bob Shoemaker and Wendy Bracewell

Drs. Matthew and Judi Sills

Silverstein Properties LLC

Cherida Collins Smith

Arlene Snyder and Paul Rabin

Lauri and Gordon Steel

Steinlauf-Schriger Foundation

Stefanie H. Stevenson

Elizabeth Stones

Hannah Strasser and Steven Greenberg

Maureta Studebaker

Faith and Robert Swennes

Joseph Tabacco and Peggy Schmidt

Timothy and Sally Tomlinson

Colin Underwood and Reiko Tanese

Deborah and Christopher van den Honert

Van Dusen/Blessing Family Fund  

at the Community Foundation for 

Southeast Michigan

PD Villarreal

Ruby Vogelfanger

Rodger and Toni Voorhies

Michael Washburn and Nancy Carmichael

Barry and Fran Weissler

William J. Williams, Jr.

Allan H. Willinger and Jo Schlesinger

Dennis W. Wilson and Margaret M. Wilson

Dr. Isaac J. Winograd

Steven and Gail Wish

Michael Woolf

Suze Woolf

M. Patrick Yingling

Mary and David Zimmer Fund

Daniel Ginsburg and Laura Lechner

Leslie and Alex Gold

Norbert Goldfield and Sandra Matthews

Ellen Feldberg Gordon and Michael Gordon

Susan and Paul Graseck

Matthew S. Greenberg

Megan Greenberg

Francis J. Greenburger

Ellen and Robert Grimes

Antonia and George Grumbach

Adele Grunberg

Thomas and Alison Hafner

Alexandra Harmon

Joyce Harris

Laura and David T. Harris

James G. Hart

Jack Hayes

Patricia Henry

Michelle Hester

Karen C. Hodges

R. Thomas Hoffmann (NYU Law class of ’76) 

and Melane K. Hoffmann

Mary Beth Hogan and John Kenny

Ross Hooper

Peter Isaacson

Katherine and Katie Jacob

Betsy Johnson

Boyd Johnson

Ben and Kate Julian

Beth Anne Kafasis

John and Mary Kagel

Linda and Thomas Kalinowski

Peter Kaplan and Katharine Hanson

Sherry Katz and Mark Farber

Kersten Family Fund

Arne Knudson

Marjorie E. Kornhauser

Susan and Bob Kresek

Diane K. Krueger

Mike and Sheila Kurzman

Robert Kvaas

Linda Lakhdhir

Ann O. Lansing

Philip C. Larson and Patricia D. Larson

Donald Lateiner

Leonard Law, PC

Lesbians for Good of Horizons Foundation
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