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Brennan Legacy Awards  
10.20.20

Welcome                                                                  Kimberley D. Harris | Michael Waldman 

Free & Fair Elections 
                      Protect the Vote                               Desmond Meade | Myrna Pérez 

Fight Voter Suppression                Stacey Abrams 

Secure Our Elections                     Brad Smith | Ginny Badanes | Liz Howard 

Justice for All 
                      End Mass Incarceration                Laura Arnold | Sen. Cory Booker 

Curb Abuse of Power                      Liza Goitein 

Restore Rule of Law                        Preet Bharara | Gov. Christine Todd Whitman 

Private Sector, Public Leadership 
                      Robert A. Atkins 

Time to Vote | Corley Kenna, Daniel Lee, Franz Paasche, Jennifer Weiss-Wolf 

Sandra Phillips Rogers 

NBA | Kathy Behrens, Caron Butler 

Meeting the Moment                                         Michael Waldman 

Remembering Rep. John Lewis                 Anna Deavere Smith 

Rise to Action                                               Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II
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Welcome to the annual Brennan Legacy Awards Dinner—2020 style! Yes, this is a night when we normally would be gathering 
together in New York City. In a year that has been anything but normal, we are grateful that technology enables us to improvise, if 
only on screen. 

Our Legacy Awards are just one of the ways we pay tribute to the memory of Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. … celebrate the work of 
the institution that bears his name … and honor those who exemplify his values and vision. 

This year we have chosen to dedicate this evening’s program to many of the private and public sector partners, heroes, influencers, 
and allies we’ve honored in years past—and who remain so critical to the fights for democracy and justice we all continue to wage. 

We all know too well that it has been a time of testing and deep pain for the country. So many have lost so much. For our part, the 
Brennan Center has worked to rise to the challenge and to meet the moment. You’ll hear tonight more about our work from several 
of our colleagues. 

As ever, we extend our deepest gratitude to our sponsors, and to all our supporters, pro bono partners, Board members, and 
staff. Your commitment makes possible the Center’s mission to reform, revitalize, and defend our nation’s systems of 
democracy and justice. 

Whatever happens in the election and its aftermath, we know the fights will go on. And in all we do, we’ll remain guided by the 
words of Justice Brennan: “If our free society is to endure, and I know it will, those who govern must recognize that the Framers of 
the Constitution limited their power in order to preserve human dignity and the air of freedom, which is our proudest heritage… We 
all share the burden.” 

Thank you for your partnership in carrying that burden—and for all you contribute to the Brennan Center community. I truly look 
forward to raising a glass with you at next year’s Legacy Awards. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Waldman 
President

Welcome
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Frederick A.O. Schwarz, Jr.Gerald Rosenfeld 
& Judith Zarin

Ruth Lazarus & 
Michael Feldberg

Leslie & Ashish 
Bhutani

Lead Sponsors

Champion of Democracy

Partner for Justice
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Event Sponsors
Champion of Democracy 
Robert A. Atkins & Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 

Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Bank of America 

Leslie & Ashish Bhutani 

PayPal 

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP 

The Bernard and Anne Spitzer  
Charitable Trust 

Partner for Justice 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger  

& Grossman LLP 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

Ruth Lazarus & Michael Feldberg 

Microsoft 

Paul Hastings LLP 

PepsiCo 

Gerald Rosenfeld & Judith Zarin 

Salesforce  

Frederick A.O. Schwarz, Jr. 

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen  
& Katz Foundation 

Defender of Equality 
Kimberley D. Harris & NBCUniversal 

Karsten Family Foundation 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

Advocate 
Arnold & Porter 

Jeff Benjamin 

Tom & Andi Bernstein & Helen Bernstein 

David & Sylvia Goodman 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

Katie McGrath & J.J. Abrams  
Family Foundation 

National Basketball Association 

O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Pfizer Inc 

Sandra & William Rogers 

Ally 
Cuneo Gilbert & LaDuca, LLP 

Ronald & Diane Eichner 

Health System Analytics LLC 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 

Paul & Karen Lightfoot 

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation 

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

Visa 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Zuckerman Spaeder LLP 
and Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation 
for their support.
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Stacey Abrams | Chair, Fair Fight Action

Laura Arnold | Co-founder, Arnold Ventures

Featured Guests

Robert A. Atkins | Brennan Center Board Co-Chair | 
Partner, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton, & Garrison LLP

Ginny Badanes | Director of Strategic Projects, 
Microsoft’s Defending Democracy Program

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II | President,  
Repairers of the Breach | 2017 Legacy Award 
Honoree

Kathy Behrens | President, Social Responsibility  
& Player Programs, NBA

Preet Bharara | Former U.S. Attorney |  
2018 Legacy Award Honoree

Cory Booker | United States Senator for  
New Jersey | 2010 Legacy Award Honoree

Caron Butler | NBA Champion and Advocate

Anna Deavere Smith | Actress, Playwright, Teacher 
and Author | 2005 Legacy Award Honoree

Liza Goitein | Co-Director, Liberty and  
National Security, Brennan Center for Justice
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Kimberley D. Harris | Executive Vice President, 
NBCUniversal | Brennan Center Board member | 
2015 Legacy Award Honoree

Liz Howard | Senior Counsel, Democracy,  
Brennan Center for Justice

Corley Kenna | Director, Global Communications 
and PR, Patagonia

Daniel Lee | Executive Director,  
Levi Strauss Foundation

Desmond Meade | President, Florida Rights 
Restoration Coalition | 2019 Legacy Award Honoree

Franz Paasche | Senior Vice President,  
Corporate Affairs and Communications, PayPal | 
Brennan Center Board member

Sandra Phillips Rogers | Chief Legal & Diversity 
Officer, Toyota Motor North America | 2015 Legacy 
Award Honoree

Brad Smith | President, Microsoft | 
2014 Legacy Award Honoree

Michael Waldman | President, Brennan Center 
for Justice

Jennifer Weiss-Wolf | Vice President and Fellow, 
Brennan Center for Justice

Christine Todd Whitman | Former NJ Governor and 
EPA Administrator | 2018 Legacy Award Honoree

Myrna Pérez | Director, Voting Rights & Elections, 
Brennan Center for Justice
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Arnold & Porter 

Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP 

Bazelon Less & Feldman, P.C. 

Butzel Long 

Covington & Burling LLP 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP 

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP 

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 

Dechert LLP 

Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel LLP 

Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

Haynes & Boone, LLP 

Hogan Lovells US LLP 

Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP 

Hunton Andrews Kurth 

Jenner & Block LLP 

Latham & Watkins LLP 

McDermott WIll & Emery LLP 

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. 

O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Paul Hastings LLP 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Poyner Spruill LLP 

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP 

Reed Smith LLP 

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP 

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 

Sugarman Law Firm LLP 

Troutman Sanders LLP 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

Pro Bono Partners
Our work depends on the support of our pro bono partners, who fight 
alongside us for democracy, justice, and the rule of law.
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How to Stay Involved

Get informed. 

Informed citizens are our democracy’s best 
defense. Visit brennancenter.org to learn 
more about our work and sign up here for 
The Briefing, a weekly source of analysis 
and insight from our experts.

Support our work. 

We rely on the generosity of individuals, 
foundations, and law firms to power our 
mission. Visit our website to learn about 
how you can support our work.

Attend an event. 

The Brennan Center regularly holds free 
virtual events to educate and advance 
public debate. See our lineup here. We will 
resume in-person events in New York and 
D.C. when it is safe to do so.

Partner with us. 

We work with dozens of firms every year on 
a variety of pro bono projects. If your firm is 
interested in partnering with the Brennan 
Center, please contact Elisa Miller at 
elisa.miller@nyu.edu.

https://www.brennancenter.org/briefing
https://www.brennancenter.org/events
https://www.brennancenter.org/get-involved/support-our-work
mailto:elisa.miller@nyu.edu.
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Brennan Legacy Award Honorees
2019 
Katie Fahey 

Desmond Meade 

Levi Strauss & Co. 

Patagonia 

2018 
The Hon. Preet Bharara 

The Hon. Christine Todd Whitman 

Salesforce 

2017 
Dan Schulman 

Rev. Dr. William Joseph Barber, II 

2016 
Sandra Phillips 

Christopher Jackson 

2015 
Kimberley D. Harris 

2014 
Brad Smith 

Zachary W. Carter 

2013 
Sheri McCoy 

Bill Moyers 

Bryan Stevenson 

2012 
Michael S. Solender 

The Hon. Judith S. Kaye 

2011 
Robert M. Morgenthau 

Jane C. Sherburne 

2010 
The Hon. Cory A. Booker 

Indra C. Nooyi 

2009 
The Hon. Eric H. Holder, Jr. 

Nicole Seligman 

2008 
Lewis B. Cullman 

Representative Donna F. 
Edwards 

Jay S. Fishman 

2007 
Representative 
John Conyers, Jr.  

Frederick A.O. 
Schwarz, Jr. 

Neal S. Wolin 

2006 
Richard Cotton 

Representative John Lewis 

2005 
Bertha Lewis 

Anna Deavere Smith 

Daniel Vasella, M.D. 

2004 
Michael S. Helfer 

Antonia Hernández 

Representative José E. Serrano 

2003 
Elaine R. Jones 

Marty Lipton 

2002 
Geoffrey Canada 

Martin Sheen 

UBS PaineWebber, Inc. 

2001 
Warren Beatty 

Senator John McCain 

Deval L. Patrick 

Robert E. Rubin
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Our deepest gratitude to the Brennan Center team—John Donahue, Julia Morrison, and 
Jennifer Weiss-Wolf—who conceptualized and brought together this extraordinary (and 
we hope once-in-a-lifetime) rendition of the annual Legacy Awards gala. Of course that 
includes Margi Briggs-Lofton of SimpatiCo. Consulting, our steadfast partner in 
producing this event—this year and for close to two decades. We would also like to 
thank Yuliya Bas, Morgan Goode, Emilie Hennessey, and Alden Wallace from the 
Brennan Center for technical and design support; and Doug Wink of Inkway Graphics. 

Produced by Michael Kleiman of MediaTank Productions 
Cinematography: Jesse Brown and Angel Fonseca 
Editing: Michael Kleiman and Asher Lewis 
Motion Graphics: Benjamin Lopez 
Live Stream Producer: Mischa Hedges

Special Thanks
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Michael Waldman, President 
 

Nancy Brennan 
Leslie Bhutani 
Adam B. Cox 
Danielle C. Gray 
Kimberley D. Harris 
Helen Hershkoff 
Thomas M. Jorde 
Daniel F. Kolb 
Ruth Lazarus 
Paul Lightfoot, Treasurer 
Trevor Morrison 

Erin Murphy 
Melissa Murray 
Wendy Neu  
Franz Paasche 
Lawrence B. Pedowitz 
Steven A. Reiss, General Counsel 
Richard Revesz 
Gerald Rosenfeld 
Stephen Schulhofer 
Emily Spitzer 
Gerald Torres 
Christine A. Varney 
Scott Wallace 
Adam Winkler 
Kenji Yoshino

Board of Directors and Officers


