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1 JSP:SIS :bhj 
D.J. 166-012-3 

V9109 


NE* Stmley  E, 1'tf;tch&li3 
Cbircnan, Law Gomfttaa 
Dearocriit1.c Parcy, Now Yoric Cotmry 
342 r iud i ,o~nAvetlue 
New York, &cw York i i i u l l  

T h i ~is La reicraCceto yaur subininofon tx, 
the Mtcorney General p w u u r i t  t o  Sect;Lou 5 of the 
Voting Li&t;e Act ok' 1965 oL the hr;u?nbnt t o  Che 
Ltarcmomi: anti C a l i  as the Couxtty C o u i t t e e  OL ~ 1 x 0  
I ~ e i x ~ m c i cY ~ r k y ,New York Csunty, &iEed Jrine L6, 
t ,\ - 1 -,,1 3 ,  which i.andwnr: effectre4 a Irrergatr of the two 
u b r r i c c  learisraldp areas k~the i - t t ~  port;ba 
og the 6 a r i  A&~~t i l i&Xjf9 i 8 f r f ~ t .YOU^ W a S6 i 1 ~ ~ i t 4 6 b ~ 1  

received un July 3 ;  1915. 

\.re have &en cnreSul ccms~rlurationLo the 
~itbwitredchange and the aqporf* fnhxmtiors as 
well as &sa con~piledtby &;heBureau of t b  C m a u ~  
3nu i n i o i i t i a n  an3 ~ w i ~ i i t sirm htaree teJ  partien.  
i;UZ arrdly*sirr ze~veaischat rhere ass 3igrdfiwnt 
conzcrztratiuns oC Binck, Yuexto ,Umn am3 Chlrzosc 
poui~Lexusidir~gFrz r&e Jiscricr laadership area 
demziiruccd aa Part A, and in oxwe; near or conCiguaua 
t o  Part A .  ShiLar c~ncmti-atiohsare kb8ent in 
xwuy j~ortionsz s i  Part B. We bavur: been p r e s e ~ ~ a d  
w i t h  no ie io~utiorz,nor &as uny otherwise camcs to 
our  slLeucion, which i~oi.iidsixow that: tizese: uhority  
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groups Ja nat comtitute a siyrifiwnl goUttca1 
minority whose vat* etreagth would he d d a i e % d  
t&rou&~their: suhncrgeuce into a two nmubar JistrLct 
in which they coastituco Car less ~mningfu l  
p1coportiaua . 

Zn view of these cfrcurustancesl, we annot 
cmcLude tizat the Mew Ysrk 'Jo~.antytrwicratic 
Coci~1itteshas sciatahed its h r b n  of ptlwirry thst 
tile liuoinittcd ctdllge dOe~not 1-VQ the efg8ct 0f 
denyin& or abridging the ~-ightca vote rorr acwuxat 
o f  race or c o b r .  For that reaeon, 1 umt, on 
babaLf 02 the A t t o r m y  Gsnaral and coneisteat with 
bsctlon 51,LY o t  the a ~ i a & t ; r r t i v sguiclcrliruts 
(2a <Pa 5l.19) interporre tin obJectfon t o  the voting 
cirs;u&einvolved frr  ChL3 co~a~1 i i fBtL0~of repres6m~~tiOIWi 
?art8 A atid D ~t the b'bd Ass~,mbLyuistr%ct. 

Of course, SactLun 5 psr~mitsyoz~to 88ek 
jecfslratory ~udgrimtProw the D&&trIctCourt for 
l=bU i 8 C ~ i ~ f  t;hbcbZlg4i l a d . t h & ~0%C 0 ~ U K t b bWL: 
htas the puf ip~~eno$ w&lL Isvs the effect of denyin& 
or sbridgin& tkw tight to  vote oa occount of. race. 

Y h l L g ,  we ~ o t ethr: the c r a c f a n  of the two 
disxr&ct LerrJcroh3.p arms within he t3anhottan portbn 
of:the GW ~ a ~ l t u b l ydistrict, accoapLishsd subuequeat; 
co t;ke 1372 smcewldo rrsaypuutimment, has aevss mat 
ehc pre11eaxonc~~ e t ~ u k m r s  3. uu&etstof S B C ~ ~ Q O  UI 
chat yau w y  wish to t;uhlt this pr ior  change to  Che 
A t t o m a y  General la tlm near furuta so chat 011 See-
5 issacs relating t o  the Leaderhip sreas nay be 
resolved. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTlIEhT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON.D.C. 2SM 

Honorable Richard Owen 
United S ta tes  D i s t r i c t  Court fo r  the 

Southern D i s t r i c t  of New York 
Foley Square 
New York, New York 10007 

Re: 	 Freed v. Feuer, et al., C i v i l  Action 
No. 1975-3285 (S.D. N.Y.) 

Dear 	Judge Owen: 

We a r e  enclosing a copy of our response of 
September 3, 1975 t o  the  submission by the  Democratic 
Party,  under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, of the consolidation of two district leadership 
areas  i n  the  Manhattan portion of t h e  62nd Assembly 
Dis t r i c t .  As the  letter indicates ,  the Attorney 
General has interposed an objection t o  the change 
i n  question. 

We or ig ina l ly  represented t o  the  Court when 
w e  par t ic ipa ted  as Amicus Curiae a t  t h e ' J u l y  17, 
1975 hearing i n  the above-captioned case t h a t  we 
expected t o  reach a determination on the merits of 
the Section 5 question no l a t e r  than August 1, 1975. 
We apologize f o r  not being able t o  meet t h i s  committment. 

Sincerely, 

J. STANLEY POTTINGER 
Assis tant  Attorney General 

C i v i l  Rights Division 

By: ,Y .7:lcjir'd jC.,.,pw
S. MICHAEL SCADRON 

Attorney, Voting Section 
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-. 
d M O P1512 ;.lax:c >]hita 
S e c r e t z ~ jo2 SEaCa 
SZaCz 05 Tz;:a3 
Capitol S t a t i o n  
Austin,  Texas 73711 

J 

2ear lir. Secrctary: 

Tlis is ic7 rejference to S.B. 300 of 1975, v o t e r  
r z g i s t r ~ i - , i n n?zcceduras in the S t a t e  of Texas, which 
was subrnitZed co the Attorney General pursuant t o  
3ccCion 5 02 the Voting Bights  Act oE 1965, as amended 
7i-n 1975,  Ycur submission was racoivecl on October 31, 
1975. i'ursunnt to your request w e  have given expedited 
sonsi~lerntrionto this submission In accordance w i t h  
S e c t i o n  51.22 02 cur  Secticn 5 guidel ines  (28 C . 3 . 8 .  
51.22) . 

Ye imve r=viewed carefully the infcrmation, 
s t ~ t i s c l c a ldata 2nd other material submitted by you 
as  :jell :is inZormation, comments and views provided 
by other  interested persons. Except hsofaz as 
3 . 3 .  2CC requires a purge of a l l  cuzrentlp registered 
v o t e r s  2.1 Texas, the Attorney General does rrot i n t s r p o s e  
aa o b j e c t i o n  t o  the chanses iavolued. We feel a 
r e s~?cns i5 i i i t yto p o h ~out, however, that Sect ion 5 

I -or  the Voting Eights Ace expressly provides t h a t  our 
f a i l u r e  to objec t  does not bar any subsequent judicial  
a c t i on  to enjoh the mZozcement 02 ~hesechanges should 
such ~ c t i o nbeccme necessary. 
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s e c t l c n  2 of 5 . Z .  3CO provlues, a c n g  othsz  
.-. that rz~istrantswho ZailL i ~ i n ~ s ,  t o  r z r z g i s t a r  sha;l 
:hare their r eg i s t r a t ion  tzminatad on :,larch 1, i 9 7 5 .  
h72 r e c o p i z e  t h e  Stafe's in teres t  macring Logis-
l a t i c n  which prsmotes registration and, also, which 
u t i l f z z s  a yeasonable means of maLitaixling accurate 
r e g i s ~ r a t i o nrecords. Hcwever, our review 02 recant 
regis-iraticn lavs in Te:cas, ~ , g ., the p o l l  t a x ,  a n n u l  
regis tzati~n,reragistration ( S  .B. 51 of l.971) , in 
ccnjunction w i t h  our evaluation or' S.B. 300, illustrat=s 
tha': the c i t i zens  of Texas have experienced several 
yegistration yrocedures within a ten-year pe r iod .  

Under Section 5 of tha V o t b g  Xights Act the 
burdea f a l l s  upcn the submitting authori ty  to deaonst z a t e  
that  vot ing  changes, such as those here under su'ornission, 
not cn lg  do not have a prohibited discriminatory purpose 
b u t  w i l l  not have such an effect. Thus, as set f o r t h  
h i s  2 c c e d u - r ~ ~  Section 5 of?or the Administration of 
the V o t h z  RigI1t3 A c t  of 1935, Section 51.19 (23 C . 7 . 2 .  
5L.LS) ,  the Actorney General w i l l  rz frah  from ob jec t i ag  
cnLy if he is sa t i s f ied  that the proposed c 'mge does 
no% have the p roh ib i t ed  puqoss  or  effect. If he is 
~ e r s u a d e dto the contrary or if he cannot satisfy 
hhse22~11a tthe change is without discriminatory 
?uspose or effect, the guidelines state t'mt t he  
At toraey General w i l l  obj e c  t. 

C u r  aaalysis has rsvealed nothing to suggest a 
d i s c r i a a a t o r y  purpose to the purge involved here. in 
addi t ion,  ;he ate's proposals for minimizing the 
adverse effect 02 * e  reregistration axe commendable. 
Ycwever, w e  cannot conclude that the 2iEect of the -, 

t o t a l  2urgz to Lnitiats t he  reregistrati.cn 7rogrrsm 
ill nc: 3e di.scrirnkztczy h a ?rohibirzc way. 

A-9



T;i.c,i rs~ard"i o o s l z a b i e  =;~bam;.lt-/gr.su2l; b 
-7~ =- ~ 3 5 , 3 ~;3Ud-/namely, blaciis i?Itd Xexi~an-hez.L~'ans, 
o2 t h i r  histori~aivoting ?=oblc~sa d  a savizw of 
s Lzzi-3 t i c a l  b r a ,  h s l u d i a ~  a t  reiating t o  l i e r s c y ,  

7 .  ..
ur3c43~2t h e  a t o t a l  voter  registraC;ton=ge -m&r 
axis c k z  circumstances may have a diacrirnisrato,r~ er'z'ect 
cn ~ h c i xv o e f n ~rights, - r r - 5 ),"rt:
Ccrnaents Erm htzrestsd A>a ., 

as :;.312 as m:: hdicata  thazGTCY-~F ~ 1 v e s r i ~ t i m ,  a 
s u b s ~ ~ ~ i 1 3 inumber of ninority registrants m y  be 
conhued, unable to ccmply w i t h  &e s t a t u t o r y  regis-
C-~ , a t F z n  r a ~ ~ e m n t s  or m3.y able too f  Section 2 ,  
cm2-21y wi2E.r substantial d l f f i c u lty. iJlozeuvez, re?ro-
aentatims Pava been rnade t3 this of£ice that a 
requi~me-nStlut evcrjaxa aS5fster  anew, on tire 'heels- --,.; 32foc Lz the past,L--j~~ diff$cadi tLea ex:prienced-&a 


cause significant Etustxaticn and result  in 
;.reazLig vctsr apathy clillong miaorlcy cit i z a s  , tkiua, 
erasing L ~ Q2sL.93 already acccmplisbd in registertag 
n i n o r i ~voters. 

XQ ';Lye r e v i s e d  carehl ly  the justificatians 
sukalttad by t b  State ia an effort to satisSy t b  
5 t a ~ c ' sburden of proof that tfrs purge h question 
docs noz luve hhe ;rurpose or effect of de;Ryb~gor 
shidaL>g vothtl; rrfghes *athe bas is  of race or lmgsaze 
~iL.nortcystatm, We 3 1so have closely scrut ia lsed &t3e 
nn-e of tAle St;lf;zTs interest in h p l e m e n t i a g  s s a t e -
w i d e  -,tzrse to datarnhe whether It is compelliag aad 
;?heG:=r sltixzative ,means of accacl:plis'niag its purnose 
are sva i l ab l e .  ilmm v .  3Lt.?m~teh,405 U.S. 330 (1972). 
L:izdex A:.L t'ae cirr,uolactances involved, we ars d l e  to 
condude tlat n tgtal ?urge 13 neces3ary CO ~chbrvethe 
S-tats's y q o s e ,  L L k e w i s e ,  w e  azs urwbla to cnnllludc, 
as w e  L X S ~  mder t3e V o t i ~ ~ gX i g h t s  A c t ,  t h ~bpl--Uti~"n 
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or' such a prgz  h 5'1-3;- -.& ---,YI1lnct have the ezr'zc:: JL 
d i ~ c r b b a t ~ g  of racz sr c o l w i  and l a g ~ d ; e3n acccunc 
nL3oric7 sgap'js. For tiht rzsscn, I TAILSZ, zn L c M i  
c9 the A t t o r n e y  General, ince r?os~a 53 z ho b j s c ~ l ~ x  
i .a? lmea"~t izno r  r' the ;]UT~C 'i'equIzment 02 3ecr;i.cn 2 
of S . 9 .  300. 

Shculd you decide, 'nc'wever, t3 hpleaient the 
reregistration witlxout tha p g e  requi~amsntaad caa 
ahL a later  date demonstrate that it did  not 'mve an 
adverse effect on &oritg voting rights, we would 
:.;elccae a reqmst f o r  recms;lderatlon with a p p r o ~ r i a r z  
~u?gci-3.zzgmatzrials (see 20 C .TOR,  51.23) .  

$22 course, as provided 2or by Section 5 ,  ;7cu 

3 ~ v ethe a l t e n a t i v e  02 i n s t i t u ' c h g  an acticn in the 
-7units?. S t a z s ~atstrict: C a t  f o r  t\e Distzict o f  
Col-a3la 2or a &claratorg j u d p n t  t b t  the c h g e  
dces no5 :have the pvrpose arrd w i l l  not :have the zffccr 
02 de~-,-'1'.23OX ~ b r i d g k gthe zig'izt ta V O ~ Zon accmt ;  
GZ Y ~ C Cor C Q L O ~ .  Should ym decide to pursue such 
s cGurse oi action my staff a d  I w i l l  cooFra tz  to 
zs .~sG2c3the zatzez L3 m y  way ~osslble. 

-
L wars tLzt tkera is now pendhg a 1a';ssui.t 

tke United S t a t e s  Diatr icr  Court f o r  ths E a s c s a  
>'trfzf af T z c a s  with respect to *e subject mattaz 
Chis submission. L .m,tfxrafors, the l f a e r  
for~,;ard-hga copy of this le t ter  t o  the CGUX~. 

Sincerely, 

3 .  SC~21ey2or thge t  
Assistant Atconey General 

C i v i l  Bights Divisioa 
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.. 
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<: ,Ll-;:-,-L ,-

..L. it,;c XI-: - ,-,ive5 oC2-:.< i--l~Ls :. .I- the vocin;;:2L; 
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D.J .  166-012-3 
X1899-1901 


Dear K r .  Lwez 

" f i a  f s; in  xedpomc~go yaw L B C ~ Q ~ EOJ: .. 
A.Y 

-.-*
10, in wVh%c'nyou $~'i?d&tmi B i t m a y  W x a i  

23, 
C 0  QQm 

thsros cbngcati b vsf iafg pli.ocodtw~sAa Ldm, Texas, 
pursuant ts i3actQa 5 of V O W  WR&t8 Acr of  2.965. 
YOW Lew~sra d  azta~k4fd#atwials were raeefvcd a 
Jwwry 28, 1976, 

& X ~ ~ V G T ,b3 Q lX$f)m&lb&k%ty &S&C&O -& 
9sctZm 5 of the 'Cfot4ag ]S&$atta Ace apPtar8slg pzuv3.d~ 
t b e  tha Oa5luro oE t b  Attorarrrg. Gmmza1 rc, *$ectc 
does P Q ~taz a y  aub~quauP;gud%sial, ~CCC.%OOrrCr Q q g ~ i a  
the eafo~cezentof  such clumges, 

/ 
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Ch tba baais  of iuu ancllpeis rse are rm3bie to 
c s n c l d a ,  eii we wf wdetli M.&tgV ~ t i q  Act, 
&ar the we & w-&ra$ poaza, tb cat^^^% of 
8%-large elwtionu for the I.uLb& CLCy CwncSl ,  @ill 
aot Izav~a d t s c ~ ~ ~ z % z a ~$PFPac%oa 'SUcb a d  
&arA~iii3-2~rI.c:da~. 

Cux dwfysf8 reveals t b X  s-i.amf8;r g,mup& 
con=i.t;i",utcsa ~ p r a h a a t ~ t y41% a3 tBa pqmlatSm oE 
rddaai: (2% ~ k t ~ i t = a n + ~ ~ ~ ~ h ;  W'MLs16% b 1 e ) .  OW 
Womattara f a  tlial: ma black bus bwo e1aatrad fa fhe 
city wrczil mdss bock t& grbr system d t b  
nmbsred poatt: d y a t m  iC$i i~t~cpt im,mx analyarh 

I also ksa rewaled ai;-pificant $Ytdaaca Wt blw 
vob;Lag slow racial a d  erhn&ch s ex;t4Jtcs h I&*, 
Un&r these circwumitaaces, rmeat C O ~ P T ~decjtsicm~*to 
".u'Bickwe tael 0bl5@&d to ~ i v ep m e  w$.&t, @u@r~t= 

I that cL%s6*41Tit35(iaricmof dwh feawesi &.s desi.gma$ad 
Z B ~B L P ; - I . W ~  a ee h t r i o ~  UP 

Acco~dhgly ,  oia kiorbLZ & the b ~ t ; o z ~ yGeaaxal 
1 6-a; i n t e q ~ t ; s  pooC0b,jc9~td6nS-Q the ~Iffrsbazr~d 
%earmeof elect- c i q  coarllpexsens adapmd a 
14mmbcr 12, 3974. Qf coursa, as prov*tdczd by Seat&on 5 
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Honorable Joeeph B. &migarher 
County Judge 
Zo.aty of Victorfa 

A - -
Victor ia  Comty Courthouse Building , 
Victoria, P l e a s  77501 

Dear Judgs lbqardnsz: 

T h i s  is is re.55rmce t o  t b  pen&% election 
peL-taining t o  a pro2oced consolidaLion between the 
Vic tor ia  Indepenlient S c b o l  District and the >lissiun 
Vallej- InCependent School District in Victoria 
County, T e x a s ,  a~h iLf t t edt o  the Attorney  General 
purs-ant t o  Section 5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 
lSC5, as aaenZeci. You- e u ' d s s i o n  was received on 
F e ~ r a ~ y1976.2, 

In e,sa~i& the propose3 consolf.&ation, 
un-ier Section 5 of the Voting Bfghts A c t ,  it is 
Fncwbent  on the Attorney General t o  deterrJlne whether 
the g r q o s e d  cLange, efther ix\ pur?osc or effect, nay 
r e s ~ l tin racial  or Language ~ F n o r i t ygroup disc---
nation Ln voting. Xn making this rtal.uotLun we apply 
the Legal. principles which the courts have developed 
in the size oz analogous eituations. 2loreover, it is 
also  significant that Secticm 5 only proh ib i t s  
h iecentat ion of cb~cgesaffectin6 voting and prov ides  
tilac, 8-uh cixinses nay not be en£orceJ witlrout receiving 
prior ap.?roval by the Attorney General or by the District 
C o a t  f o r  t h e  E i a t r i s t  of Coh.rSia. Oxr proper concern 
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&& i r  oot ritb the ~ l i . & ~ y  p # r " ~ a 2wd 

#@luattaebut via the u&q- ia rotJn? Prhfch 
l)ZBC9Qd fzms u. 

Altar 8 crtclrht2 r-P-flaiftatioQ of ths ra?sekitW 
&age,  kPZL'adiQa a m a i d a x a t h  m;L tkwgra3trtc lrsd 

.t-f 	 &eo$ra$ai.: b U ,  m.4 &?ssuats I- f a k n a u d  partha, 
we a a cseszluSo,~ ~ 8s us arut d a r  L b  Put* S&$ata 
A c t ,  that pro*ard eoasaltdatba w L U  m e t  a 
dfscrkdsstosy effect aa 8-t &ba #ieri#auri.aaI 
 sr birzk camsmiti- tr V i c t ~ r U&ifirprrr&st
i Sct.cool filatrkt. A w r i t i a 3  U t b  drta wa u a d a a d  

tba hisoha Val lq  h&pht8stawl OLUrlrt  la
i 

I gro&dssatly &it* (CLrtgLe) i.popuhtisr uich r 

I ?Z Xericsn..boa;;sricarppopubtiorr a d  a 4% b k k  ~ ~ H I L ~ ~ L B O .  

I 3- V is torU  3ai;ispmsSoPt S u b e l  P b t c i c t ,  Iby ea&trast, 
I 

I a m t a m  a 36%~ i c u ~ z d ~ ~ ~ c l ~ d 
pepulrtion urG 8 9% 

t b b t k  p O y u h t h .  Oor hhmth m a t d i . a &  etacttectr 


ia t b  VieterLa IOikpmduat S&wl  Dbt- &mmstraUs
I th3t CLra rctdool disCsicl; aleeta i t 8  kbatd of t r u a t m  

kt-hrse to rooccn aw&hralposts, and tbt that8 ir 8
I Liusliuzoo3 of racial 8tkQfs blec v a t u .  Pd-r, 


! t h  iaienxsatha ws ~ - x a i d a e dh 4 3 a ~ a sthat t b  a j a i  

i ~ r t i mof t b  blsck onr3 ?k?slcarr-Am~-rkaap o p u b t f o l P  

I i a  koz-stsd w i W a  Qfre C i t ~of O L c t o r i i  %.awga&bL.
I . 
I , 	 roriduntirl .rams. 
I 

C n h t  pm-1  &?aId8lirraa fat tho 
whbtseratfan sf D;+ct;Loa 5 tiis burha et  v z a  
$&t 6ff-g- ' I I D ~bdVI DIOt b d  81 W#.% 
rrot b v a  the purseoa sr efk t  ef d i ~ ~ ~ i ~ t i a g  
agezhst mc&t +r laawp n%smsitj8-8 &tea rLa 
tDo ruhltt- adaerlty.  22~C.I.X. 31.t0; v. 
U i t e a  Stat- ,  411 O.S. 526 (1973). Under thr 
eir<=wazits bsscriwb ahma, emse~~sorstauitb eux 
p i 4 a U a e a  we a a r ? r e t  ceac lub tbt W pzepxmd 
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WLs ua a m  wt m a n  at  ma7 eeart docisioP 
dealLlny rrycctfi~&llyPith aeasuLirian~iQasf tinis 
t y j+e ,  eases Wliq w i t h  mmustimu I r a  patt izu lar l~  
p e r t h a t  a- fbB. ~ C i q+ffwC;~dis b ~ t bcases 
i s  t h  u,%,e,, ra a l t a r - a t h  o i  r gartfb4pf.r 
aLai=a;c j t i .  &wr- Wtt 4e:lrioaa vhbh bsrs ~ h & r &  
the ratial iy BUutiva e f f e s tef ~~t~ ua*r 
hectiua 3 8%tks Yet* Bl&to A c t  b v o  b l d  that such 
omratims e m  ba apprmr~d@J ea the eaacfitiea Ut 
Wificatiesu -1cuLacad 50 ~l l l r~ t~a l f te$athe exteat 
peaalbI8 a q  rdvsrss affect upw th+ admxity vet-
4ra a3opte4, -h r a  8 U X t  txxm aa u-Iaqe 8lestLoQ 
ryatarn to r a h 1 8  mmhr d i 9 ~ t i c Zalet ion  $ya tss ,  

u o d e i U L .  to elect-it. beax4 m i  tturrtaua C r ~ n8-L. 
s e a t  artrictr tkr Attommy Gasen1 wi l l  recswsidu 
hir  & t s r ; s ~ t ~iP tbir t ~ t ~ t .k ' ~w e  that U ii, .1 

8ur ua38zsstan-w that t b  edtaSli&ieat 01 awl@ .--

m a r  d i f t t i a t a  ha U s  Vicztsria f a6hpea9 .b f i t w l  
LiOCrfet: boa ken 8 t u ~ i ae i  dlsaiaaLOO iQ the p a t .  
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7 .  . .1 ~ 1 s1s i n  r q T y  to your letter oE iilarciz 1 7 ,  
1375, ii ~ Z l i z hycu rcquestcd reconsideratiurn by file 

1L ! ~ ~ f o r i ~ c yueaezzl of his March 11, 1976, object ion to 
>.c3;rdinc?.l?cc 567 (1974)  02 t h e  C f e j  of ;.Ior,silans 

f n s t i t u t i n g  nunbezzd p o s t s  2or c i t y  council c l c c t i c n s .  
, L ~ ~ 3 L- LDZ r ~ ~ c n z . i d e r ~ t i o nV J ~ S  received by thi; 

..!-,z.;,ayELmi1< on i t k ~ Z h2% ,1376 ?Jeare also  in re,ccF?;; 
rcr a:I- -cc tLon- r,zszl;s 02 IS63 county c ~ m i s s i o n e rclec-

A - .  
* - .

L.Lsas ;:rid 3i;: a ~ x ~ d s ~ i t sca11leh were prcsentcd to 
' -- -..: ,!,:,c?*--
-,LA. A . . . ~ ; 2 ~ A ~ ~ - ~ - . d- ,?-?_is your conl"evencz yiti-t a< t1\,2 
(-.,,L,ceT:.= .: Q, c:lc --~ J T Z L Z ; . ~ ~. Jzztz~: : ~ ~ o ~ Q Q , Yfn Sail Antonio 

- ..or- :.iar-;-A *-:ii2, ?-27.5 

.., 
;.I c hnvz cazz&.iliy examined the  mzterial wh ich  

--/ o u  ; ;S :T~  !~~;seaced and concluded t h a t  t he  prenisz
-.- 7 . ._',:c?n?r;l-ci.l *;i2 b232d GUT orLgiaal objection,  F.e., 
-*hqic- ---- bLsc :~ctfns ,4353 2 ~ 2appesr to he as ?revalznz 
~3 5.72 o.~'i;Li7,~~11yd e t c i ~ ~ i n e d .:;J"niiet h e  evidence is 
~ 1 0 ~dcmccscyably cleei- see 142y o r  the otil?r, thcrc 
appc3;- .::i> h3.2 ~ C C ~ ~ E C ~ S:i7hers b l o c  v ~ t L 7 gdid act 

-..i ,- mn--.-...occur. d , n ~ S ; 7  2nd ~ u r s u a tto thc rasonsiberation . . . -Guide;__..C._l--" 3 , > ,=  ;,.;-oi-i;vi:;;~_!:1i s ~?-kc aGministyacior, of 
I -
. - - ; - - n q  - -se r t i 2 :1  . , :: ., sd. 2 .-r. 2 L.ij t.2~~lisi151,22, t h e  0'i.j zcticn 

-.-+- -.. ? 
.. a .  - -

; ' ~ ~ ~ L , ~ L L ~ . <;I,?~r : - l r~2? , r~ .zbidG. $ 6 7  (1374) iil iiiy i e t t2r  02-A 

-,...c?zc> 11 -7 .. a.12:-.- tl:drx;~fi. . : i ~ ~ . j e v ~ rL-J 
> -.> - -

r.,.L ~ ~ ' j : : c ; - r ; ~ i ' l , i i i - - r  -.,o l :o inx  0 2 2  chzt  ;;,3ctL-j~5 02 
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Vettag ILlighta Aot ampmrrly p r ~ v i d e athat t b  faiXura 
of the Attommy Bs iwrs l  to sbject doer not Bar aqy 
r.ribaqwnt jud3xial aotion to enjoin the enfbrcar~asnrt 
of rraob ehrrqgs. 

J, Stanley PotrEingax 
A s s i s t a n t  Attorney Gerwrctf 

c l d l  Ugh- Ulvirion 
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Honorable Joreph b. bumgardner 
County Judge 
County of Victoria 
Vie t o r h  County Courthue  duild ing  
Victoria, Texas 77901 

Dear Judge Bumgardnor: 

This is Ln reference to the consolidatim of 
Victoris Zndependent School District and Hisston Valley 
Independent School District in Victoria County, Teas. 
The additional information needed t o  evaluate yuur 
request for reconsideration was received July 19, 1976. 

We have given careful consideration to the new 
information fcmi~hcd  by you. On the basis of our 
analysis of this lnforraatioa, we baw concluded tbst 
th i s  change has neither the purpose nor w i l l  have the 
effect of denying or abridging the right t o  w t e  on 
account of race, color, or membership in language 
minority gxou?. I therefore, on behalf of the Attorney 
General, am withdrawing the previoutily interposed 
objection t o  the consolidation of Victoria and X b r i o n  
Valley Independent School Dirtricte. We feel 8 
respomibility t o  point out that Section 5 of the 
VotLng Rights Act  expressly provides that the failure 
of the Attorney General t o  object does not bsr any 
oubsequent judic ia l  action t o  enjoin the enforcement 
of sueh change. 

J. Stanley PottLnger 
Assis tant  Attorney General 

Civil Bights Divbfon 

c c : ~ l i cF i l e  
X2342 
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I-&. I?. 2. ;iiller 
Superintendent 
Srnirie Lea Independent 

Sclmol D i o t r i c t  
Box 12 
2rairia Lea, Texas 76661 

This is in reference to the imposition of nurbered 
place and majority vote requix~ontsfor the election of 
school h a r d  members of the Prairie Lea Independent School 
District, submitted t o  the Attorney General pursuant to 
S c c t i ~ n5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 1965, as =:ended. 
Your submission was rcceivec? on Februaxy 10, 1977. 

We have given careful consideration to the information 
you have provided as well as to reLevant demographic &La 
and court decisions, The courts have held that, the 
context of at-laxge elections, the imposition of numbered 
place and majority vote requirements can have a discri-
minatory affect on minority political influence. See White 
v. iiegester, 412 U.S. 755, 766-67 (19731, and Zina?.er v, 
wicathctn, 485 F.2d 1297, 1305 (5th C f r .  1973), aff'6 sub 
nom, East Carroll School Board v. Marshall, 424 U , S .  6 3 
ma 

Our analysis reveals that Xexican m i o a n a  constitute 
approxfmately 20 percent of the district's population and 
blacks approsknably 10 percent. No minorities serve 6n the 
achool board and, aaegt  for one who later withdrew, there 
have been no minority candidates at least since 1969. 
Although we have no specific evidence that t h i s  absence of 
minority participation i n  the affairs of the Prairie Lea 
independent Schml Distriat i s  either the direct or indirect 
result of disarhination, your aubmisofon indioated no 
compelling need for the adoption of the nunbexed place and 
uajority vote requirements, and in the course of our sesearch 
w i t h  respect tu -ge we have discovered none. 

Xn tirese aircumstmcoa, the A t t o r n e y  General i a  ur~able 
to determine whether or not the kaposition of nunbazed place
and wrjority vote requirements by tha Prairie Lea Indeptsn-
Bent School D i s t r i c t  has the p u p a e  or will have the effect 
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of denyhag or abridging tho right to vote on account of race 
or color. &cause the burden is on the s*dmltt ing authority 
to prove the absence of diacrininatfon, Section 5 of the 
Vcting Rights A c t  requires L l a t  in such a situation an 
objection be interpsed. See 28 C-FeR- Section 51.19, 
Accordingly, on bsha1P of tIae Attorney GBncraI, 1 must 
interpose an objection to the numbered place and majority 
vote requirements. 

If, however, you have new information indicating that 
these requirerats do not have a discriminatory puqwse or 
effect, you ray request us to reconsider t h i s  ilatannirsation, 
See 23 C.F.R.  Sections 51.12, 51.12, and 51.24. Xn addition, 
Section 5 permits the Prairie Lea Independent School District 
to seek a declaratory judgment from thc United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia that .the inposition of 
nurhcred place a d  majority vote requirements does not  have 
tI1o pury;ose and will not have.the effect of denying or 
abridging the right  to vote on account of race, color, or 
menbarship in a language minority group. Unt i l  the ob-
jection i~ withdrawn or such a declaratory judgment ob-
tained, the legal effect of t h i a  objection is to renSer the 
numbered place and majority requirements unenforceable, 

Drew S. Days IZI 

Assistant A t t o r n e y  Ganaral 


C i v i l  Rights Division 
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:~: , i-,,,_, - ..L2,-. iz res;)ocsc to p a r  r s q i l e s ~f o r  
, . ,-

rzcsnslacrction o r  t k e  o>j ection interposed 
i 1 1 9 7 7 ,  co t k e  inposition o.?n11~7.iiercd 
place ;;;nj vc t 2  r~q t? i r eze~? t s  the~ z i t : r  f o r  
eiecciaf i  of gc'r,ooi 3oard lzsr&ers of tll.l,e ?rai-rLz 
Lsa ~ndeg2ndentSchool Z i s t r i c t ,  Texas. lour 
t-ccluls 57,3y received o n  January 5 ,  1973. 

C ? =  -
A ,  ~ e v agivea carsfu l  consiSerarion to the 

ne77 inEomr2tion .EurnisIled by you.  C n  the basis of 
irur .:lcai:jrsis o2 th is  LnEomatiorl,  we have concluded 
c;,12c i--is c!- lq~ has neither t h e  p c q o s e,,,,.+ ...o nor will 
as~.retLe zffect of 2enying or a 5 r i d ~ i n gthe r i g h t  
L

LC 772t2 O X  ~ C C 05 race ,~ ~ c o l o r ,  or membershipO 

:i.n 2 i:~n:-;~z;.;crL1ir.ori.ty group. 'I, thcreFore,  on 
? -
;>ei.ikL.'i  02 chz A:c,onz~ Generai all: withdriiwing t he  
p r w i s u s l ; ~interposed objection to t h o  numbered 
:>Lzcr 2nd n ~ ~ . . j o r i t yvore requirement i n  Pralzf c Lca-
in<;ependcnt School  D i s t r i c t .  Tic ?eel a responsi-
5 i i i ~ yto 2 o i z ~ou t  tl lat Section 5 oE the Votk^,,.;.-. -
:<I. ,ArL3- ACC e:c>ressly ;-)-~~vid.es to,-'- that the f a i l u s  
c'ajsct  baeu n o t  bar sny s~bsequentj u d i c i ~ lacclon 
20 crijof-? Lie cnZosccnent of sucil cl~ar~ge. 
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m. ~iohalcaG. seag~lsp,~ a g u i ~ s  

609 Fannfn Building 

S u i t s  1301 

fimtltoa, Texaa 77002 


D e a r  Mr. Sedgeley: 

This i s  in  referenee to the choioe of eleatfan date 
far the elections of the County School Truetees of Harris 

m 
t . .-

County, Tex(Lm, and to ahsnges in eleation publiciky and in 
palling plroso rasulting fraa the choica of elmtion da-, . . 
uubsstitted to tha A t t o r m y  General purauant to Section 5 of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, a* aaended, Yoar submiraion 
wan ampletd an February 28, 1978. 

Prior to 1977, eleationr Par Che County School Trustees 
werr held on the f i r a t  Satu&lap of October of OM-nmbe1p.d 
years. !&is was i21e election data for 15 of the 20 u o ~ l  
dieCriats w i t h h i  Barria County, and joint elections were 
held w i t h  them IS di8tricte. As a resalt of the Unifann 
Elmtion A c t  of 1977, this October date was no l0nger 
availuble. For the new date the County School Tmeteee 
chose the third Saturday in January of even-nmred years. 

We have carefully conaidered the information you have 
provides with xespec.t=Co t h i s  choice o f  election d a b  and 
the information provided by other harested parties. Xn 
our analysis we have been guided by relevant judicial 
decisions, by whfah w e  feel bound, See Beer v. United States, 
425 U.8- 130 (1976). 

cc: P u b l i c  F i l e  
U335C 
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According t c r  the information provided by you t h e  
January e lec t ion  da te  was chosen by 9 of the 20 school d i s t r i c t s  
in Harris County, more than any other  date. However, much less 
than 45 percent of the voting age population o r  of the regis-
t e e d  voters  of Efarris County res ides  i n  these 9 school 
d i s t r i c t s .  It  fu r the r  appears from the d a t a  you have presented 
t h a t  an equally la rge  proportion of the county's vot ing age
population and reg i s t e red  vo te r s  r e s i d e  i n  a s i n g l e  d i s t r i c t ,  
the Houston Independent School District, whose e lec t ions  w i l l  
be held i n  November. The Houston district, moreover, appears 
t o  contain a subs tant ia l  majority of the  county's black and 
Mexican American v o t e r s a n d  po ten t i a l  voters.  I n  addition,  
the d i s t r i c t  t h a t  would appear t o  have the  next  g r e a t e s t  
number of minority voters o r  potentkal  voters ,  the North 
Forest .Independent School D i s t r i c t ,  also w i l l  n o t  be holding 
January elec t ions .  

t . . _
Thus, one r e s u l t  of the choice of t h e  January date f s  

t h a t  vo te r s  r e s id ing  i n  the  school d i s t r i c t s ,  a l l  predominanely' 
white Anglo, t h a t ' u s e  the January e lec t ion  d a t e  w i l l  have the 
added incent ive of par t ic ipa t ing  i n  two e lec t ions  held jo in t ly ,  
while other  voters ,  including v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  minority 
Voters, w i l l  only hdve the County. School Trustee e lec t ion  t o  
attract them. In  addi t ion,  i n  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h :  j o i n t  e l ec t ions  
all  regular school district polzing places w i l l  be i n  use, 
w U e ' i n  other  d i s t r i c t s  a reduced number of pol l ing  places 
will be used. Thu's i n  the January 1978 e lec t ion  there were 
only 10 pol l ing  places within the vast Houston Independent 
SchwL D i s t r i c t  while during .its last school d i s t r i c t  e lec t ion ,  

. the Houston Independent school ~ i s t r i c tused 168  pol l ing  places. 

F ina l ly ,  the disadvantage t o  minority voters  and 
p o t e n t i a l  vo te r s  within Harr is  County does not  appear t o  be 
counteracted by pub l i c i ty  with respect t o  the County School 
Trustee elec t ions .  Publ ic i ty  appears t o  be limited primari ly  
to legal not ices  and posting, and oral p u b l i c i t y  i n  the  
~panishlanguage is not  provided, desp i t e  t h e  subs tan t i a l  
Mexican American population affected. 

: Under Section 5 the burden is on ehe ju r i sd ic t ion
prowsing a voting change to  show that the new prac t i ce  o r  
procedure is no t  discriminatory i n  purpose o r  e f f e c t .  The 
burden of 'proof  i s  the same when a submission is made t o  t h e  
Attorney General a s  it would be i n  a s u i t  for a declaratory 
judgment under Section 5 brought i n  the United States D i s t r i c t  
*rt f o r  the D i s t r i c t  of columbia. See Geor i a  v. United 
'States,' 4 1 1  U.S. 526 The Procedures or the Adminis-(1973). -+!-
w  n  of Section 5 of the Voting Rights. Act of 1965, 
C-F.R. '  51-19, state: 

A-28



If thr e??id.ncnan to the pr;upo.e or sffact of th.. 
ohaags %a conflicting, and the Attommy General im  
unable ta r-1- tkw wnfltiatwithirr Ch+ 60-day
pezfnd, Itr smr, canrlstuht with the ablm-ds.crribdl 
W e n  of proof applhabla in the dintriot: olwrt, 
en- am obfwtionm. . 
Under theme circnaartanc2a8, w e  are unable to aoncLOB6, 

as #a mat tusder the V o t i n g  Right8 Act, that th.r l d m  
data obaen by tbs CaunCy Schnol Trustees of Bazrirr cbanty 
and tb, abngaa in rrlacticrn publicfw and in polling placea 
mmultiag f r e m  the ahoicw of eloution data da net have the 
pr;lrpaw uad wi l l  not ham the effect:o f  dsnyfng or absidging 
the right to rota on aadount of raoa, -Lor, or mambrrhip in 
a Zm~\tageral,mtity group, wcordfngly, on bahalf of the 
A t t o m y  General, I must interpose an objsotfcm to there 
plcrotiwm or procmdums w f t h  reapmat to wrtirtg. 

Of COPI~~W,a8 pmmidsd by Seation 5 of the V o w  
Rfghw A C ~ ,you have t;h. right to sssk a d-Xarrtery judgmaat
from the United Stater Diotrict. C a r t  For tha D b t ~ i e tof 
[=O&wmbia#at there dhu_lgam do not have a8 paqo8e urd d l 3  
rsot bvo tin af9eraC of c!bay&ag or abxidgbg th+ tight to wtra, 
011 -t ~5 I-, C0fOIl OL -ah&@ h 8 2-g~ d m k t y  
gamap. Tn Wition, the Preedtuy18 fez thrr AdmihisOratlon of 
u m 5 (28 CmBeR. 51e21fb) & (c )  31.23, MB 51-24) 
@t gon to s.qurrt tha atimmy Gemrag to raaonaider thfe 
obfrcctfon. B - W ,  WXt&% bh0 obj00tfO#l fa  w f w % m  QZ ths 
fudqwat fltam the Diekr icvt  of Catmulair C o u r t  obtaind, tba 
effaat of the Obj-iRHL by the Atkoxrmy Caeral i s  t o  a~ke 
t h  Cotrnty Scrhobr ~n;lstew~ ofc h a ~  elactioa daCa and th. 
erbgas fn rl.crtfan pabllcsity und in polling plrces legrrlly 
~ ~ l e ~ 
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?e Qa- Wt & rrhm- b tbo u w , i - i t l o n  a? r , 

e i t y t a  jspazfrtAor rerrJtinq fm rt;t;omt&rro w s  wt L a m  
t)ir atfeat of rt+idyiau t b  rAght to vet+ cm -t of 
ram, co&r, m -8h4 Am l a a ~ ~ eP i n ~ i t ~QIOUP 

t!!A t t o z n a y  W r a f  must b mat is f id  d t b r  t&t t h  
L 

pwauzte$rn ef mambara at raniat as &n e Jaorltr13 i 

$.mq?i R  tbe c i t y  w wt b o  appmuL.t. y &ma&' taat , 

k set ~ l u l r s s bh t u w s .  rroU ar lwsae (~xmtpa, ,

thatr ~ r l r l a u t - ,  dt~'8 8rrt&rr wll . 
atford a r i t y  qr00~8 ~ n ~ r ~ t a t i ~z+llirro&Ty aqtrfvr-
&.at W tbk W U a  & W anlamad 991~"r~llftj. 
tld 9 F  V. g-?tlt~J6U-2, 121 U.8. 358, 370 41975). 
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ea rps1y thLo 1-a ~turcimcrn #d8 ~&.E&oF. C I ~  

naw ou*£ud.%p w h m J  rbr, b b o n a c r t h  p u  borP p-ldrb 

- wf@ rPrg-t aa this + U b D L i - h s  b f o ~ t i o r ~ ~  by
,t&az i n t a 8E -8, a% 

m ~ i & ~ ;  
&Af'orwd~~ t XIS 

xai-t to p mbsabr4.m~by the CIty crf sourtw,, artle 
iafamaalruh b~U rratx.3 to W~tatsrButartor, Civic 0but:elI v. 
r4ena , 449 f. 8rjilFp. 496 I($ D, ~ d ~ . - ~ ~ O o h $ ~ ? . , - ~ ,~ T ) 7 ~ ~ 
s:--37- 3813 (5th C i T ,  ). 

Qux mnlLy#is ef +&a eWkh-8 p a  ha- prorfdab3 

wit% r+ogwct tc+ tb wttrrg rjrtttrrar ef dtgtamint qmatg* 

in a11C i t  ef L"Eotmtxm ut8 of preclarct aloetiem rc,t=aa

f@x +1-tima& reveal. t8a Crrry-amt -rcl)ri of 
peIsxismf r a t h g  bZiok+ mb ai-or hkrrmt 
wtxicra A&mlcurcr u3 whftru. Fez wcua=plu, rlpt tbs 3977 * obtAea fe tlm swr#oil, mitioft iox mjatlty b-k 
&hat& p + r m  8f tbn ~ k f M  h k  9ensy &l.a;.D, W - t S  
~?.+zmmtei taccs b a d  ve-8 W Zw wh$# heu~bltt,5. 
~ t ~ s r 9 1 :YBXT~,&arm&& fax  ear &L U s  W ~ Z O &  c b + X t ~ ~ g ~ r r ;  

of t h  CFPy sf bowtdm ltrt islmk, md approlsireatatg arrn ef 
every eight mesidwta &-# r w~xirwa-&mricm.ualy mar bUaNc 
m ~ ( ~ & - ~ W L c u l *  sWczve;f OS,hW U'WeI eaS3 *lt$bt-msiios 

A-31



: ; u ~ rtiwlaro, t b a u ~ t s a t i ~ b ,t2#t tm {Grdtame 
78-3671 md 77-2193) e ~ 8  fmdhi#C@@~#UmtbB

h. 97-2162) rlo rwt inoy12- taprzlatni mi., W rot, 

aacxjltiona hwu;Lnr u s a s  w t t h  rnbsuutfal s-r i ty
pl-ul~tFrxooo(OMWIIQI& 77-2354 u ~ \ J  f i r - i J @ Q ) ,  WAC= 
t u r p t ;  ttro tuf, 4eamopnl)tfBSLOaxtd to t)5rOw &RR(s=-
t h ~ oUteAtt4ERBy t&.zt@xilj, #txaQin~l , C50+IJI ae% tat-*-
ray *jaotierr. ta p o ~ a ~(*f-1 .m*)aa. i~idt~ e ~ t ,  
b-mr, that Ie~tim9 of t h  V Q U R ~P 3 q 5 ~;Aat ( b ~ ~ ? i ~ l ) w Z y  
t.rcvhd1oa a t  t$w < r & Z ~ rof bkr A t W ? m n  C1Paezrl te 
caes aer 3sax 8ky 6ub-t jutUcia&wJg t* U ~ O L L  

7 " "r n E ~ & *It .DQB U b a g B S . )  : 
4 

$f&& r-t ~ Q O ~ # & O & ( C ~k0 tb.W Q t h n c ~-9e8 b~t b  
relylrhdrrg 1C-t- &ke&athas (€MB~WCOW S r  I?-146 a ,  d 


I ? - t ~ % f ,97-2355, 77-2336, It*2&S7, 73-13?el 7d* f  361, 
7 f - 2 3 b Z .  7 r ~ 2 3 8 3 ~7Q-2334, t#-S3t5,  74-3336, 7#-2397, urb 
7%-236Sli), W o w +  of ttu eeacXwira rr, ham rurcW, f 
caet, ost behalf ot Us, A t t o m a  Gemral, i&t+rp%rami 
u t j e ~ t b ayurawa?. b rtuotkra I:. 

* ,. 

- .. , ,I - . .  i , 
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i)bnprci t b  CAW el 3kmstoa aQept ur r r ~ r a l8frfw-a 
fr; rhh1.cblat&s #d kuuiou, &.wriaans are r f f ~ d e t :*rapre- -

/ae&btion mmmwibly aqrri-ent; tt: the&+polithmf r t -=p&-	 emmmitf the X+Wmq Garerr1 w i l l  c r w r s i l ' , ~  
38 	O b j a ~ t i b ~ l rCgLt UZAIFABb i 3 k a t e l ~t h t ,

*l& ar I *ct ie~of -0 ~balbBrur. 
sf rtltW
 -1
 ?- m h 1 - r  d i * & l f&b, i f  tb 
Qi*trActarur 1&ly e l M R  rn Jt t h  L I ~ ~aP d f ~ ~ i t t i  
i s  mtfficsfirae Umrtle &a?&bl~tchr,Ilrru: r%ex$mn~ ~ O I I T S  
te * b u t  GU4dlt.:8 01 *if. U b L G - r  sfm c$&.L*g~ * L ~ ~ ~ ,

P. @urn. at l m r  

O f  (LO p ~ ~ ~ i b a n SBy W t h  f of  t)dt Vci tAn~ 
aiuht. nm, p a  ham #a r i g h t  to meek u a ~ l r r ~ ~ m m  
$Y(rgmnk ftea tSta C d W  E t r t U  t i f t r&et  fctvut I- t'b 
ohrtict of Co5w&io a r t  tbi, &dlbrtarj rffecthq rorriuq 
X Q O Y ~ ~I- t a m  -thwc hL.w wft2lw.z t;CH -ro# 
Ebr w i t 1  Mr0 trc4 sfPlQt DC BrayLng sr &a$%- &he * iq>t 
ti0 W t U  98 &-UBt 02 -, COI-, Qlr ~ l t a b a s u p4% 1 
tusgtlsrt* d l m r i t ~qrorrp. m m r ,  #a%5 mmh a jmZ$* 
mt i s  &tabad fm tbr E&rtr%& +t C~fw&iaC w x t ,  f;& 
rrffsce at t b  9 b j s o ~ a nB i* eoShe ecttxtnsy r ~ ~ ~ r f a &  
t~ v o t i y  ~kmge.n s ~ t &  L- ~ h u s  ~ . p r l U ,n w u t ~ ~ a o  
~ . o J ~ ~ L s l .  	 t.c 

i . 
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>k.h t e r t  li. Collie, J r .  -
I 

-- - - -- - - - . - -- -. - - - - --- - - . -City Attorney . -. . .- -
i 

- i
C i t y  of llouston i 
Legs1 Departncnt - .-
Post Office Box 1562 

i.. 
f

b u s t o n ,  Texas 77301 i 
i 

Oear .%.Collie; I 
- I 

---
-

lhls i s  in reference to 'the application of --:,-. ,-%> --
Saction S of the V o t i n g  Bights kt of 1965, u - *  

. 
. * 

4 -

m d e i i ,  to the City of Houston.-. . - - . . . . . .  
. .  -

1 
Thc following mattots are before us: . .  - - ' 

. , 
- .  
.- -

(I) The subnission pursuant to Section 5 of 
-:. 1 - - -

the plan adopted by the C i t y  of Ucuston for ntna 
councibanic districts, Ordinance Xo. 79-1584, as 

! 
modified by Ordinance NO. 79-1633. Y o u  e.ibdssion . -._ ----.. 

. vus received on September 13, 1979; the nodification , -

was received on September 19, 11379; preli3inary - .  
i 

infonution was received on August 20 ,  24, 27, and 
- ! 

- I 
30 and Septmbcr 6, 1979, and supplenentary informtion 
was received an September 14 and 19, 1379. i 

4I 

I 

(22- A request that the Attorney General withdraw 
the ob ection pursuant t o  Section 5 inteqoscd on I 
JM. I1. 1979, to iourteen annexation* to the city of .-:-.-:--;:;+...- 1 
tlousf~n. Tour request waa received on August 21, 1979; .-.'r--=aC- . . -C-. --,;=--. 

l n fo ron t ion  supplencntbg t h i s  request was received on 2 - * - >  

. A u g u s t  24 and Scptenber 14, 1979. - - -<. .. *. 1. . 

- I 
' - (3) The 8ubIid8~fOzlpursuant to Section 5 01 ..- -z . .-

chances with respect t o  v o t b g  t o  be b p l e s e n t e d  in 
-

m e  bond election eched.J1=6 for  September 25, 1979, 
II 
t 

Ordinance KO. 79-1429. Your ~ S d s s i o nwas received I 

on A ~ u s t24, 1979. - -.#+- - - * -
.>A :.*- . . >* .-.- -.- ' - - ,- - .-,-. * .- . - a - -

i 
I ' 

_ _  i 
I-- -

2 
& !.I . ,- --- . - - -

k -..--
f - - --- - - ..-- - -- -. *-? ..-
-.. - - - . .  , * 

A-34



- - 
- .  

( 4 )  l b e  subdssiou pursuant to Section 5 of 
p o i i i i - 4  place ci.an&es iu precincts 187, 313, 476 and -
494, Ordinonce b. 79-1631. Your subtliasion vas 

- - I=-_.- -received on S c p t d e r  19, 1979. -
- <  

. .-
Zn approac- these u t t e r s  wt: are tlindful . - - ,.. L 7-chat tile City  kas deterrrrincd a need to have a bond 

election on Scpteubcr 25, 1979. We arc also mindful -
of u e  upcornfw co~.cilzranfcelection and the 
iqorttfnce to  the cit izens of muston to haw the 
electoral ayoteu to be used in that election determined - . ,

well fn advance of i t s  MvOL3bel: 6,  1979,  date. For - .. - . 

thesu reasons, we have expedited our consideration o f  . -. - -
-theac a t t e r s  as you requested. We have teen ablo t o  

----------- _ -
LexpoUte to the'extent that we have primarily because . -.? . 

of our continued study of &he *riowton s i tuat ion  since - - +  - -

the rcccipt on Febrrrary d ,  1975, of the City'8 bit ia' l  _ -1- -
8uLmisrion of i t s  annexationr and deaaexations, our . -. 

,- + -v.-
6 d
conataat conmunication with the C i t y  and o t h e  

-
our 
interested 

mnitorin&
parties

of the
during 

process 
the Ereparationeading up t o  

for 
the 
and : 

^-

. 
--
.. 

-.. ,  

-. 

S e p t d c r  12, 1979, adoption by the City Coulcil 
'. rcvicaj'inteasivco sandplan,distrfct;lut:theof -.-- - . 

of the plan eiace its adoption. - -. -- . . - - ,  . ...T . .A - - .-,- . 
Oar analysis has involved two basic questions: ... 


whctber the ~ a t r i c t ~ 
plan adopted by the Ci ty 

s a t i a f i c s  the standards of Section 5 of the V o t w  

,Ughts A c t  and whether the expanded cZty council - - -


,.1.- -wnlership elected unJer that districtiul; plan

provides a bania for the withdrawal of the June 11, 
 I 

. - -

their 

:::---
m i v e  research and obtained the views of blacks, _ ._. .-- .  

-can-Amaricans and other Lnterested persons rfs ibly  - , ~ - ~ . ~ ~ . :....: 

i n  the City .or'kiouton. I n  particular we have considered 

the accuracy of tho etatistics w e d  by tho C i t y  ti tb 


. r L . .

creation of the adopted pian,  the proportions of the .'-..L..+..L-k <+; ..;...--,:-. 

City's dopulation that blacks and ~~ican-ntaericm.a . -


constitute, t&o probable composition o f  a district . . . . . . .  


. . . . . a .  . . . . . . ...;\ !?;.- ..... ; .. . . . .
.C - d . . - . .-- . . . . . . . .- % '  . . .
> ' - . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ,. . . - . . . . --. 9%- . .
. . . . . ...-.-;L":. ,-. -.i........ --. . . .  ---.-...---. .. .- . . .- . .& ... :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . _ . .  __z._--.- :,+,-*.,--. 

,. . - . . 
. - '.. , r - . . .- -' :T . I: . .---.-

-. . .......:...... 2 ---. -'.:.... ,!,.,. . . . .  . . : . . .  -. ~:, .. - - -.-, ;:*; .<<: <,. .-- -
. . . . . . . . . .  . . .  - ..-
.:-:-r.+,..- . ..,.-.. ....... .>-.- - ..... ...-....... ^ .: -,..-- ................. --.. ,  .............. r ....:w. .-,.+\:-.+ -.: - . . 
. . . . .. - .T., ,. -
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--  - 

/ tkat co-dd be axi;actrd to afford blacks or Mexican- -- . 
Ancricans a ressonable opportunity t o  elect cclnCidatss 
of their choice, the probaLle :act that black and 
k k x i r a - h i e r i c s a  voters uill be a b l e  t o  have Fn the -
n ine ciistriccs created by the City's plan and Ln . . 
various a l t e m t i v e  proposals, the factors given 
weicht by tile C f t y  ia the development of Lie acfoptad
plan, s n d  the protable b p a c t  that black and Kcxican-
Amrican voters w i l l  bc able  t o  have on the oloction 
02 at-lar~s-electedd c r s  of thd C O ~ C F I ,Inc1udin~ 
tact iiayor. 

On the basis of W s  research and analysis I am 
persuaded t&t UCity  of  Houston has aat i s f ied  its 
burden of prod% t'nat the aito?tcd district in^ plan
does not 'wrvo the purpoee and will not have -e effect 

f -of abridging the right t o  vote on account of race, color,-z"--
or membership in a languat;e minority group and that the 
ncv counciluanfc electoral rystem ( the nine-five plan) _ -
with the distrlcta that have beon created for u6e under -
this crysCer~afford blacks and F!lticaa-hrlcans a Eafr 
oppor~unityt o  obtain "rapreser,tation rcnsonably
equivalent to ~ i c i rpol i t ica l  o t r q t h  in tiw enlarged
cowunity." C i t  of uchn;ond v. Unired S t a t e s ,  422 U.S. 
at 37U. ng y,Accor--emf of y General 
I an not interposing an objcctior. t o  the *liotrlctily: p l m  
arid I au withdrawi~uthe Junc 11. 1979, objectton t o  tho 
foiirtecn ant~exatfoniit o  the city-ofY ~ u 3 t o i i .  

In view of the foregoing, I also do not interpose 
any objection to  the voting ehangce t o  be iaplerreated ia 
the bond election scheduled for  September 25, 1979, nor 
to the four polIing place claangea. 

2 - A .  -
We feel o reap<ms;lbility ta point out, however,

Saction 5 of the Vot iq  W D t s  Act expressly provides that 
the failure of the Attorney General t o  object rloes not tar 
aay aubseq*wnt judicial action t o  = j o i n  the enforcewnt o f  
auch ewes. fn addition, 

+;' --; 

aa authorizer! by Section 5 ,  
Attorney kners l  reeems the right t o  rccxatrina Chese sub-
missions ifadditional tnfor~rat ionthat would otficrwiso 
require an objection cones t o  his attctrtfon during the 

+r a i n d c r  of the  sixty-Jay yeriodo. . - .-.,.- - - % + -

tha 
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TGa sitvan cazt").crs of tke, 3oarc.1OE t(;rt:,s'i~~a six-K ~ ~ ? J G  

p a r  .kcmas, w i t h  tfio or thrc'3 i ; q ~ i t b n sC fLle.2 @very  t w l i  
years. 21s 02 r.;crva;lJwr 5, 1372, ncllooi tn,,.isteoe;'lwtic~t\s 
wcra ha24 on tl:o Eirsl; S~kturdz:~in Oc.t;o2:(3z. c 2 orid-11\uxi7urr:d 
yair:3. Yhcj legal effect QZ :ilouso D'J312 275 ( 2 3 7 5 ) ,  uac to 
a j ~ l r ' t.L~AQclectiorl  date t~ khc first Ynosdny a3'i.e~thc: 2 i rak  
3bndsy in Ilovcmbcr of oGd-nv~&orebyoars,  Zcfoxcl, *d~esck;crol 
trsjrtcciea ha3 a;t occasfon for 11olct;Lrsgail cloc'iicn o ; ~tltc: zevl 
oj loction data,  -tim ;r~y.ialaturo~nautodfiaxza a i l i  343 (1!3'?7),
\?hr;icfa cpve tha scZ.4001 tmoicca aiocralior. tc chozrr;fi firiron 
;r,wny focr possible oloction dates, ir;;iclucliny L?e iiovanb~r 
iincc up~ciffedby Ifsruc,c J333.1 275. Firr.;'uzrrt t r : l  I:ouoe Z i l :  oS43, 
tho cck~oolCrusless cham tila thin2 Sz"cw=day in J e x ~ s i .@P 
cvcgi-nurArtred yaaro as ale olaction date. 

.Ichange or'olclction dzta i s  ~ u b j c c tfstko :xc;l;luararzcs 
rcqtzirc'mnk of Section 5 of tIlO Vgking Rights E,ct=. 7 ? i 1 ~I C ~ C ! ~ C L O ~  

trrtrstcoae sih\iosicn of tlro choice of tfic J b x i ~ ~ r y  lf!ii3c~.c~_?.c 
rceei7~cdby ths i ~ t t ~ r - ~ yG~rrcrc'tlon :IOVG&GZ zlj, 197'1. ::c:cc 

cc :  P u b l i c  F i l e  
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/
. 	ii-ifonia.t=io:1t r i t h  rcsl,cct to tknt s-anission was requcstcci on 
S~mtiary20 and roccfved on February 28, 1270, alld an objection 
t .~i thres;?ect to the choice of the  January cintc was in.tcrl3osec? 
on 1,iay 1, 1978. Following a request fo r  reconsideration 
receivad on July 3, 1973, I deolined, on Septsnher 1, 1973, 
to tritl-idraw the objection. 

In brief ,  31c basin f o r  the objaction Tias t h a t  blac? 
ancl f"l~xica-~Ameriazu avoters In lIarrib County v~oulr2trava 
lossor o p ~ r t u n i t yto part ic ipnto I n  school trustee elcc--
tioner if those clcctions wsrc held in January, v7hen thorc 
woulG ganorally he fowex oppartunitioo for jo in t  alacCioi~s 
in tlrfino wl~oronost black and lslcxican-Anorican voters roaiilc; 
thcn if those alcctions wsrc hcld in November, when they 
could bc~hold jointly w i t h  elections o f  the C i t y  of TIouston 
and of  *a IIouston Independent School District and t r i t h  
c:onstitutioizal a n ~ n b e n telections. Although t l ~ eroquixed 
fodcral preclearance had not boon obtained, the school 
.t;rur;tae eloction waa conauctcd on January 21, 137s. 

Your nui,rOisoion t v i t h  respect to the proponed
J n n u a q  19, 1980, election indicates no changes in aircun-
s t a ~ c c sthat could provi.de a basis for the krithdrirwal of 
tho objection to tho choice of tho Zanuary election date. 
14a note that, according to your submiosion, in the arca 
that comprirco tile Iioustor? Independant School District, 
only 25 polling places aro  sciiaduled to ha used on January 19, 
1980, although this arca contains 275 Harris County voting 
precincts. Since the s a n e  adverse eZEcct on d n o r i t y  voters 
that Icd to our: previous objection would be expected to a ~ a i n  
poculiurly disa0vantage minority voters, were the olcction 
held on Janaury 13, 1980, on behalf or' tile Attorney Gcnoral 
I must again object to the county school trustees' choice of 
aloction dato. 

The combinad sffoct of Ilouse Dill 275 (3975) and the 
objections under: Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act i s  tl1la.t: 
the legal election date for tho election hcld on January 21, 
1978, was Z4ov&cr 8 ,  1977, and that the legal election Gate 
for tho eloction scheduled to be hold on January 19, 1530, 
+;as ;:wanbor 6, 1979. Decaune the  two Legal s l a c t i o ~ ~datos 
are no longer available for use, we believe that  t he  most 
adeyuata remedy fo r  the school tructeeov failura ta conply 
w i U z  Scction 5 ia for new elections to be huld in conju~c-
tion with the primary elections of May, 1980, at which time 
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all seats f i l l ed  in Jaiu=y, 1379 and .those tha t  vwerc to 
be f i l l e d  in Jar~uary,1360 trould be open for  e lect ion to 
fill idlo seats for the r a a i n d a r  of :tlreix terms. Any
conflict w i t h  s t a t e  law m y  be resslved through ,aconsent 
dacrco filoii in a Section 5 cnCorcunant aation in federal 
d i s t x i c t  court .  in31 future elections would be held in 
I.iovcahx, unless and u n t i l  an altornativc data is proclearecl 
P'=, sucmt 4s Saction 5. 

'A'O anahlo uu to c x r y  auk our rospoosibif iey to 

CSI~OZCC the Voting ni5hts A c t ,  please lei: us kaow h-m-

diatoly whoaoc the county school trustees accept tlria 

~ X O ~ > O S U ~scE~cduloof clsctions. 

O r  courso, au provided by S e c t i ~ n5 of  tho  Vothg 
1ugl-r';~l i c k ,  you 1-bwo right: to sock n daclaratory judg-
want fmri tlia United States District Court for the O i a i x i c t  
o f  Columbia that W l e  county school kructeesl choice of 
ctloction data has neitl~orti1o purpooo nor the offoct of 
clerryhrg or abridging tho r i g h t  to vote on account of race, 
color, or mnbcrshfp in a languago miilority frou up. 

LZ you 11ave any quastioils concorning the ma4ztczs 

discussad in this latter, ploaac do not hesitatc to 

3Lolopl~onoVoting Soation Attornay David I i W C O r ,  at 202--

726-'ilU3. 

1 

Sincerely, 

I 
DPZW 5 .  DAYS IIX 

dicsistant Zittorncy Gcncral 
Civil  Rights Division 
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Vhi8  &% i Q  taC~~i l&Cltto th0 u i a t ~ a t i m( O ~ d i t k ~ c & 8
UU* 7 0 - 3 2 ~  (LE'IO), SO. 79-34s ( l S f $ ) ,  80-EU { U Y O j ,  
ska &@-Xi+* {IOU)), ta the City of Victoria lR VioOocrr 
i;otmty, W ,rukmittd tra tto &tt@ra6$Gewral purauutt 
4.6 iE6ic)tlou 5 oi ttr Vvtfag &&gbt.sAdt at 1965, &o rma&G,
P ~ u rnwairslw wao mmplated ~a July AQ, L9YL 

Po &toraloe that cbwge 18 Lb. & r i ~ ) e a  oE 
,a eitz98 W + p ~ l a t i m~ r + s u L t i ~ g~ C Q I  antursafiel~dorrrr sot 
kaoe UUe t 9 s c k  QD &or&dgiagtlw r i g h t  to row M r - ~ t  
a0 rs=wv ailor or m r s b i @  t a  r L~getrged a a c i t y  gzwy, me 
iktclvnay Qkmfrl ru+t urtis9isj eitbrr Ehrrt We yegceae&Gu
of w2*8rs of a rrcria QC Iscrjiwr6a alaotitp st* bru w r  
&%a rgpswiabu tedwed aoB that veC$aa i s  wt p h g l i l ( s 3
bbtboeu rauia&sr & w g u w  yrougt, 0 4  thatr n~o+rWLsac ,  
thet ~ ' A t y ' o~ L W E Q L I L  o y ~ ~ e ~ ~VAL& illtfw9 s imr i ty  9 z o y ' j  
t%grea&&cat&ea tmsw&Lg quivahnt  to t h i c  ~ Z i t L o r L  
s t~~s~ t lDin the ekLa~$~iiwmhai ty .  $Sty QX > 

v. Pi l l t rd  $Cats ,  412 0.U. 359 (3.376). BIP -6 
s t - u .  * 

Be airs $iwa crrrefuL c;on&ibrrt&oat;o kbo iatormttta , 
you have p r ~ v ~ d e e68 tmL1 u t~ a& L.LOIY~&B 
yrorrdnl bb~vOtbuf &&tsrestr0 gorUer. I4 rcliltlol, w eriUww8 ' 
ol a g ~ u s rJ partrsa @fralaUy jduLsud v ~ t L . 9i 8  
c i t y  of vistugt. aLostiou. .w hva ash4 O a t  oo oLolr 
oc krrsiws &ariaan BIB mot woa e l w U e ~ta th P i c # r h  
c i ty  C w c U  W r tkr r t - l r ~ e iJ.ojocl&y vpUi .YI C.DLOOILIS 
p l a t  Lmlrrer ot i t8  aLmWr&l sy6Loo. Ur b v a  bara wwaM 
ult& bavr arnfildero4 & p q 8 4 p b $ d w U n  i d i W b 9  -4-r . --*-. ! -. . - 8 - c - . #  

A ,_, -._._- .-_ _-.-.-.a-. '-..-.--LU b. .  - * - e l  ---.-. - - - -'"*.*-- - - .- - . 4 

'. a . i. * ,  F. - . . . .  ..'i , . , L . ! 3 
Z. . 
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tht  i t  i l ~180;It tlkcrly t h t  tbr  erfios of r l w t t y  tqrt;U5ato
oi  me +amf%t96 &m+utleaaitir+ &LK twat  prmkurmr~r L A Z  DI 
c~iLgaZLrcuttljlrra~+Ucutitas tkat Let tba ~ i i 8 t i m jCity  GE 
V i c r t s r i r ,  nnb that  Ik aasurraoae w U thereLes+ d i l u t e  

a 

airrorfty -ti- itrragtb* Vb* mat r+Llral.8 6rtu h 0 w e  am 
L~4icrt8aUmt kkqus&8itt& awwzatfeaa w W O  B t c r e u u  the 
-in& a*lliy prrcc+ntig* ppulilrtioa &g a t  A m s t  osr p8rwat 

that, takisr es&uArti+aly w i t &  8U .anex+rtum iibcr 1973, 
tbey wuid drarewa tm goyabttea psrmatagu by ovsr -r.r 
)sortant, la tbu ~ o ~ k r t  at-Au$a *lwtLeael! VtotstAa'r 

ayetea, w t t b  4te n $ e r t t y  ~ C s r r.rb dari(i.zutwt ps& t aqa i twa ts ,
tbLo 4iliiltioa riU not b4 o w o t * s ~ L ~ 9 + 6  .t,abLlc$tyby 
w the W r t  of th c s m ~ ~ ~ i t yri-rity bo +f+ot z+gzeuata t iaa
rrreou+bLy equivr&mL k, U 8  atre8qWi ir t b  W g a d  earaa~laitp-
Oee $lev 1-r -. 

U d + z  U a  uLtmmt8%%1# &far Wae~4foze, ~labX+Ca 
aeacLu&, as wa =st unrhs Swtiaa 3, -at t)H e ~ t k # b  
ranaoatien wlLP not Wvs the prossribed Qfrcrbbatsry y r t r p o ~  
as r f foc t .  &srossdiayiy, 2 m a t ,  on b*baLP et t h m  Attornay
Q~aaoof ,  tater&wc,&ra objoatior, to tU 6ulmltt.d ameutioor. 

iiiwmf4 tb C I I g  ot VI.aWsia adup$ w a&*utvgal uyrtcar
Ur l  u w W  rtfecd minority vetere 88 eppectuaity fo eleue 
craociiJste6 o t  t i m i 6  u~holea, the &ttutmy C~ABSU~,w i i f  coaai&as 
wtkNzau&aq t b t r  eb~ectierr, Owr atalpst8 baa Wicrtw8 
tasrt sr pim iacsorwraticsjj rrilroglu-mahr B t e U h t u  oooLQ 
~ f f + rsuch a $air GpyortuRLty. 

I I 
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U .i C ;; ,? i: 1.c1-C 1.; C;J 
b ' ( j z ~!)ii.it:,: ;>~x,175;; 

.- . -I,.'.: i :.cxss / I :.:t.; 

-L.;.%i ,,- :c i r !  rerere~;c;2 to your j:c<ucct that ti:c 
.A- -.a


!ic;;~..>ri-tc3;T( - . ,~~ -~~~~, l.+ .. TC.:CO~;:; i~iei:.nio a,ptcnrl;er 5 ,  19RO, c ) b J ~ c : t i o ~ i, . '-0 .. 
I C)  r Txr;c!cr :;ecti;-tn 5 oC t h e  V o t i : ; ; ~!!!'.i?jltsAct  ai 19C.5, .;L ir.S.C. 

I?? 2 c ,  fotlr ucinpx;;ti,ar~s (CI:GF:ja;lce l.!os, 7')-32a,  79-34,2,  
r.* c- r,.
i ., - ,.L, ai-:d i_fl.;-liicij , 2nd 21.30 in -r:cierencc to your s u b r ~ i s s i s n  
r.biT f i v c  ci1urcc.r ~n;i?ndr!icntsant i  i: three d i s t r i c t  afid four 
at-l.i;r,cl.tl: i . i ; ~ i > i ; r t : i ~ ; t ~ : i ~ t i tplrtn Eor the C i t y  of V i c t o r i n  in 
Yicr :o r in  i:uiz~!-ty,'Texas. 2ccausc our reconsideration cP c l ie  
ar~t:ctar;tiin;, oi:j e cc ion  i s  i r l c x t r i c a b l y  linked wi t i l ,  nnc! c l i  rcctly 
;:2f c:ctccl 'by, tkic su$sccltlcr:tly suL~; ; i t ted chrirtcr  changes,  wc 
?;avc i ' ~~ ~ . G : J c I ~tj\.i'r describe$\ j : j~. \ i l l  ~ ~ ~ ~ c c F c c ,  in Scc t iv r l  51 - 37  
:if ti:,c 

r.. *1.;~ocec:!;rc:: for  the hcl:~rinistrztior.,of Sec t ic r i  5 (4.5 
,'I,,,-, ,,<:.!. ,.,c;';.%753 and unriart-&en our recoils i de r a t i on  of the? 

, .
~>:.I~::;L::IZ;.I:I.II?; ok>jcctiri jr  in corrfur!ctFcin with our rctvi-ct.~o!: ~ 1 . 1 ~  

c!:,-trcc;r cii:liizc:::. Acccrdin[;ly,  bo th  the! s u b u ~ i s s i o nau:: the? 
rc:'iaes : i ' r ~ rr-c:cuzln i t l c r s t i n n  xrer': cans i d e r c d  comp1.etetl 91: 
,?';!nui::-yr 22,  L9S1,  t:hc d a t c  on u h i c i ~t!:c suhriiissic)n. of tlic 
c:t;:i-rcnr c!;;:~:~j;,cr: 2m? cl!c rcap,'?ort.ior::;.e~t p l a n  was con:pl::ce(l. 

f7j-, ST-:!.:: ? tcr.!.? char ter  ciiangcs i n c l u d e  : c ? ~esr cns'ion of 
C C ; L : L ~ : C ~ I ~ K ~ C ~ ~ I I C ~ Sterws to three years; t h e  expansion' E r o n ~t ~ + o  
c!ii .-i. fro:; L i ~ r c ; :  to S C V C ~r;icmbors; the  sdol i t ionL . ~ C  C ~ L YC C ~ U ~ C F I  
of  ;: 3 :4. rt!i;:ed sic!;lc-i?~c::~bcrdistrict-at-large;. clc-rction 
;n~:tiioi! ; the 3 : 2  :3 sta;;z%ring oE remns so that an clecriotz 
h i i l l  k c  h ~ l dC I Z C ~yecr r o r  o ~ i csingle-mcmber d i s t r i c t  
rcjiri!scnt'ati\;c rtr.t! one at-lcrzc representctivc; and a chartge 
ir; t!:e rur,oii-C p ~ ' i ~ a r j 7  'T1:e lit t o r n e y  Gcncral dc~c:s notdate. 

i n c a r p o s c  sny  o l ~ jc c t  i c n s  to any of these ckrarrcr anendmcnts 
o r  to t h e  t!irce (.tistrict ar-li: GUT at - lar ; ;~plan. fiowcvcx, 
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.: ,%. .;-:.;,.I rc..:;,;<;,y)::,f;::. ?. T 1 - , < 7- .,- - + - , , - J  [>';.i"ti."C L~ :ZC~ ; i l ~ t t 0 : 15 ok t k c  
t i . .  ,-< , , . ' < .;, i , , . A . : i , :  ;.,&,;L: c s  ;.;ct ;::::;r..:-Leu-17 Frcv.'ides t k z t  th,e faili~~-.-c6.2 t1:e 
;. t ~ . : ~ r ~ ~ i ~ j i  ti; ~ S j c c t  nor, dr:j-:,:c:r-.;!r.';il dacs bar scl\;sccia~:ncju:ii c i n i  

. -, 
, .  cc .* l ( % ~ i n n-. --.. a:::~:.:-i ci-.~!p ~ . ~ ~ ~ : c ~ : g < : ~ l ~:;g& ~ ~ ~ . q ~ ? ~ ~ ~ 

.;ilc'i;. ,; .?<*..l . ."(;

.," i.: is 
. ,

;.:I, 
. T C ( ~ ~ ; C S  L ~ C L  i t t t o ~ . ~ i ~ ; ;t<>~ ~ T C L I ~ :  C IIIIc C~i l i i i - i iL  

<, iL;c iectiori ti, tb.t! Lour nnne:::ttic-~ns, i.3 ourl-p c ,.,, .% 

vF~:.I t1i.c ~ L L I L ~ Z L Z L L  !>:/ tl.~t)~ta n n ~ x a t i o z ~o ( : c L ~ s ~ o ~ ~ c ~  i~ i l d c q u a t c l y .  ...A r...,.i.~eLf..,, .- by ~i c fcc t io r ,  a:!oi.:tec: by tile C l  t y,,,.. t i . i ~ :I :!; r ; ;~ :~~f io i i  
;~il(! to l.i!:ich $;c ~ ; : c ( I T ~ c E ; ~ ?O ! ; o j ~ ~ t i ~ ~ li . ~ i ; i i ~ . ' l t ~ c !Y'tO i l S  A ~ J O V C .  
:,cc(~rdii1;,1:;, on 5i?f,.itlC ~2 C ~ I CA f l t ~ r n e yC ~ c i l t \ ~ a l ,I am i t i t i idrncri ing 
t iic crbjc c i  i.01: t i i e  Zot;r  a;ir,cxatic l?s ,  

.Tz~acs 1'. '.?t,xcicr 
A c ~ ~ L I ~ :  A t  tc,rney C;c~icrc?LA3s- i~ ' iau t :  

C iv i l  Rizhts  Ci.visi.0~1 

A-45



n-::.i:l.J- is ii!r~fcrt2t;cc:CG t A i .  f c ; ! ? ; ~ t ~ ; ~Lil  j;ol?ir,j 
; . ! . . i t : ~ ~ , . f .ril;.: thFrct;.cn Ctj G t i i . ,  

.-
( ; : i ~  C ~ t ; ~ l i j rLQL' L ' J C ~ C G U ~ ~  

. .I..*;,,,.,.....it,, !;iL :;tliiilt i i 1  k i i - i ( ; . f i ~ : l  Cbtil:ty , TCK~S,q*&i;tittcd tu 
t t ~ l ?itt&;:rr;ily Ccl:~rcrLI . . U G t . 1 i l 3 &  5 02 . tkc L*uciiii;S C C C ~ G ~  
: . i zk tc  :.cc rtut~ i~ i~a i srn  ~ C ? C C ~ V C ( :.cjL 1965, e g  i f i ~ ~ i l c 4 .  'liulr ~.i~; i l i  
3 .. i 7 ,  Luer. 

Ir: snir cucsidcrrlti~rrrc.k your a\;t~niat~icin,I.,,have 
c(:i:si~;if.'i~.!C S J ~ C X L ~ ~ )LIIC <utfihhcd by yuu,~ ~ ? ~ G L ~ ~ G ' C ~ . C I C ~  vioria 
r ; i  t i r  &LOE 3114c ~ 2 ~ : c r . t ~  0thcr intcrcd;ccdi t i 2 0  I?:;,; F ~ O V L ( ~ C ~  
I . review arrc! analysis of<;\a tills atCcr  zcvezfl~t t ; ~  
20 1lr~;i.n;. facts: 'the Zilrh8011 Gaunt;. i l a s p i t i l  Uiatrict  has. ,
~l';rlr,darius coterrninoits i3! c :I Zwlosirr~County daich has 4;. 
;.o~!ul;triotrof  12,313, of. tho.^ ysrccnt .arc LIad-t \ r ~ r t P ~ ' - c t ~ ~ ~  


LC:: ycrccnt are I..fc?xicai'~
Amric~n. 'the number .oL' i ~ I L i r r s  
,;+cc;: in cite Cistrfcr ;;as reduced Ero;o thirteen tkrcu;:hoct: 
t l;c cu~;;,&y /.'coa ~ L i t z L clocarLon i r i  C I ~ U  City ~ f " C a j d t i ~ I 1 .  
(.;LCc ~ c c c tot  cl',i,s rar4uctisn in thc  nmbcr of pollin: . 
i : l ; t ~ ~ ~;?:I:; ,ic:roi; Fir vetrr ~iirtlcipiitiottfront ;r;rprozi~,ti;ccLy 
2 ,30U vtltcrs parc tcipirtl~?;,,, i i tile 1977 election co ayl ; tox$c~s:cr! l~~ 
:lit: v v t r r c  i;trrricil;atia2 Lr: 1373 sn.! 13b0 clcctions. 

Thc bulk of t h e  b i a d  p-*-l- t im i s  cuncentrstcd i;; 
an arcn i:notjli as C?..iy Seoeion, (;iizi1 i s  over t h i r ~ ynilcs 
iroii. the r . is tr ictVor ins l c  poLLin;: ; ~ l ~ c c :in thc C i t y  of: 
i l l 1. A large* perccrrcue,c or" tllo con ty'  s Ilcx&c:nn-A~crici~n 
~;c;lal;;rticrr!i s  found uirhin the C i t y  of Ssi,ii?rvillu uiricn is 
at.c;tit ninetoen mfias fret: ti\^ C i t y  of CalcIucLl. a t n  of 
fjius(.: areii:; hari y ~ l l i ; . ~ ;;~laccstlxat w r c  clk~ifnacedby t ibe 
c;i*n;:r! LO j s i q l c  p~olliciclocation.  
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* ..
.A: ufidcrt.,ix~id LZLL LCJL ci,c .3pzil 4 ,  19C1, C ~ C C L ~ G I I ,  . . trot;; tj:,C .- i ; ~ t i ~ : i  . .C , i ; l c ~ : ~ ~ < ~ t  LO:! 

J 
&rrJ 5&.crvlilc arcos scro

L?~,.LL: LCJ ;..;ldt C : ~ C!i~riii:ltp l i i ~ . c * i0 8 i  & i l ~ ; i :b). i;k;~ USC 0; a 

z in;,L;. rb !.lici:: - l i i  L . t L h t v c l l  on Ly thruu~lra cunczrccA
[..;-:. t \ . ' i i i i  ari:cr ~t>Git is;> votcKs b i t ; ;,tit ;;i.+rihr ihtcruaro 

. .:,ki;szi;;. : i , q  r~;cs::c?vzls succecsfull;r provided ;lu5lLc;L'ty 

LG*: rli; ti) i i ~ csirc;.lc p u t ? . 
i,;!.i.c.~iort+ l . d  C Z ~ ~ ~ ~ S P O Z L ~ L ~ G ~  ! 

.:c-.;cv~i- , ci;ia arlditicrrai buxdcu ii.;j:03 CG u?on tho uiicor'i C;J . i 
v c i t ~ r sco obcair: acccsc to r2.c siiu;lc pll 'iiak caused by i 

~ ! i ccLir.ri:;atLon of.poll ing :,,lacesin arcss vl~ i&are centers i 
af is inori ty po;,ulation. Tkus, chu rcmval of p o l l i n g .  

. i ; l~ccsin c!rc minority arcas hiad a d i s p x a t e  inrpcct on 
zfnoricy voters. 

U~I{!CX Sect i ~ n5 ,  t b f  :;brlcsoa Come 1io;yitaI Dirrricc 
t l ~ ck1;rdci-t 01 pravin;; t h a t  ~hc'rcdwtioni n  the -number oE 


,;al1iili:#plcrcrts froin thfrttien co onc does not represent ir rctrc-

8-rcsjiun i r r  tl.rc 2 0 8 i t i ~ ~ i  i r i  .chc districc
O E  tunority votetz3. 
( s r i c  -- v. 3ciitc.d Z C H ~ C ' S ,4251 U-S. 136 (IQ7G)). irnd chatiJccr 
t i , ~su!.ad.tit;~d CL&;IIJ&C has.no dirscr.~nocorj~]urposcor d f o c c ,  

:;r:c, c.p.. , Zcor~icrv. Snitad Scare&, 411 L',G. 526 (1973); sce 

also .5uctiur1 31-39 (s?) of ttae kuccdwcs for tire Adz~inisr;rarion 


... .k c t i ~ i i5 (4C TcJ. Xcg; 1178). La Iigirt oE chcc consi.dcrilriui~s 

C I ~ S C G L O ~ ? ~Z ~ O V E ,  1 CPttitOC COISCIUSIC,I mtit undcr cia.::
its Votia;:
.-.: . .L ?,ct, tllac rhoe burdon has bccn susrai.ned i r t  tnis iiistsnct~.. .
;:.+.,:;ILc~ 
0

A Iius , an Ictialf . of thc P,c corrtcy C:eru?ral I ms't. ir~tcrpoacan 

'3.1bjecc-ionto chc concinuod U ~ C ?of.a siwlc pollink:. j.;7lacc ir i  

Eururc elections held by the 3urfe8on ~t;omtyPiospitd 9fstfict. 


Ot ccursd. as provid~dby SectLon 5 of t h e  Votisi; . . 

:!i;;f&sA c t ,  yuc h;rt*c tLc r l c l i t  tc; sc& ;I.4cclarrrr;6ry
jud!;mne frm tltc United States Uts tr i c~C w t  for tae 
Giccricc of CoLiaLf;r uanc c h i u  ci;;rn;jc has aeitl~i?rrfrc purpooc i 
nor .,:ill :lave tirt: ~ f fact oE tltmyixig or a h r i d s i q  cho r Q h t  to 
vote 0:: a c c o u ~ t02 race, color or aaxlic.r~hfBl a  ri l;mpq:c . 

i;,inority zroup, IR d d f=ion, t i ic !  i)rocedues for ttre hddais-
,-a 
 1trftcion of Section 5 (5cction 51.44, 46 YeG, Eea, 878) p tLIUI c 


go\: tu.r~qucsct h e  A C C O Z ~ ~ J  CQ C ~ Cobjc'c~ior:
General I C C Q I I S ~ J C ~  

~ r ~ d  ca~ncctiontrc hiivc riorucl .your rqucsr for  3 a n - 
Fn that  

. l c r ~ ' n c ~  went clcilrsncr: is noc 'dnticipatau"."fn chr. 'iiucasc: 

insrtf r i c i c l t t  ~ii iarciraiiic' Cr, p,rtrnc such a ~~nP~rcr' .cc  t . 3 ~ 
durlfi; 

$!!-+?.ii;. object uc arc s c n r l i ~ ~ . c ! ~ i s 
2cr.ioti a2loucd by ~cscuccco 
:~utikLcatLuiisf tiiout ;if ior2 i .n~aucir ;r conCcrencc. iiowcvcr, w e  
vc;ald L;c f;fc-ascd te :!old a confur2ncc under thc rcconsidcraciai~ 
;,TL,CCG~;TC:, rcferrc~l.&a , ~ l o v c ,i f  you cici3Lrr: and rquc&&it. fr; I, .  

A-47



{in'; .:.\.-LL~ r. ~ i ; : ~ i l  e:ic.~ t : j c c t i ~ t ~  2 x 0 ~is i i i t t i d r c ~ r ic;r G ;cd;,zcnt 
~ - i , ? r  i';i.stxict: 0';'C o l b k ~ b i jCijurt is obtained, rhc, cCLilcr; of t t : ~  
ol,jcctior; 1:y t k c  I:.tcorncy CcncrdL LL CS :r?;il;c ~ i i c~ z eo2 4 ~i;;~:.i+.: 
i:" 1Linz p1~;ci:for c l c c t i ~ r ~ sheld L;t i l ~ c3urlesu~rCountj. t;t\syiczL 

. i : i: i  tric r: 1ic:;;lll:; uricnforccalLC. 

'if0 ::naillc t" i I & c Cchis  S c p ~ r ~ 2 e n t  ics rt.i=ipcrtsiFi:itj. 

ru CI; Corcc: clrc Votir;;; 2ij;:~cs ,kt, [:lctsc F~lkorsus uFtL;Lr, 

csicrir;i d a y s  'of your rcccipt 02 t l i is  lcttcr tnc cciii~'scc,' 

ctccion ti;c !i.urlcscr!County l I~spical .2 i g t r i c c  planrr. to take 

t.!i t;; rc;!.;,;uct It ~ O C I  any qutlstior~stori-
to r::is ttcilctcr. k m ~  

~ t ? ~ i t i i i : ;  t!lis Lccccr, please f cc l  free to ca l l  Girl :<, Ca5t;L 

'(2C2-724-7435>, Ijircct~rof Section 5 U n i t  of t h c  Vot ing

f:cccicn. 

Jnmcs P, T m c r  
&fir& Assis Cant Attorney Gcuera: 

C h i 1  C igt'ics CivfsLon -
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2 5 JAN 1382 

H s n o r a b l e  D a v i d  ilea11 
S r c r a t d r y  o f  S t a t e  
E l e c t i s n e  D l v i s l o n  
P .  0 .  B o x  1 2 8 8 7  
A u s t i n ,  Texas 7 8 7 1 1  

Dear  M r .  S e c r e t a r y :  

T h i a  i s  i n  r e f 2 r c n c z  t o  t h e  L e g i u l d c i v e  R e d l ~ t r i c t i n g  
B o a r d  P l a n  N u m b e r  1 w h i c h  p r o v l d e t i  t u c  t h e  r e d l e t r l c t l n g  
of t h a  S e n a t e  t o r  t h e  S t a t c  o f  T e x a s  s u b u i t t e d  t o  t h e  
A c t o r n e y  G & i i e r a l  p u r d u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  ~ h eV o t l n g  K i g h t s  
A c t  o f  1 9 6 5 ,  a s  a m e n d e d ,  4 2  U.S.C. 1 9 7 3 ~ .  Y s u r  s u b ~ u i a d i o i ~  
wad r e c e l v e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 1 .  

We h d v e  g i v e n  c d r e f u l  c o i i s i d e r a t i o n  t u  t h e  i n i o r t n a -
t i - o n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  ~ u p p l l e d .  I n  a d ~ i L t i o n , w e  h a v e  e x a a i n c d  
c o m n e n t d  d n ~ 1 L u f o r ~ n a c t o r ~p t d v i d r d  b y  u t h r r  i n c r r e d t z d  p e r s o u s .  
A s  y o u  k n o w ,  u n d e r  S e c t ~ o u5 o t  t t ~ eV o ~ l n gK L g h t v  ~ c t ,t h e  
s u b m i t t l ~ ~ ga u t t l o r  l c y  ha t i  t h e  b u r J t : t ~  o f  p r ~ v i n gt t t a t  a e u b -
m i t t e d  c h a i ~ $ eh a s  n o  c i t e c r i m t n o t o r y  p u r p d s e  o r  r f f e z t .  
S e e ,  %., G r o r f i u  v .  l l n t c e t l  ! i ~ n c e a , 4 1 1  U . S .  5 2 b  (1'173);--- --PA.--
u e r  a l a o ,  P r u c c d u r e d  t a r  t h e  A J , A L ~ L Y  o ft r d t l o n  S e ~ : t i o n  
5 ,  1 8  C . F . K .  5 1 . 3 3 ( e )  ( 4 0  F e d .  R e g .  U I U ) .  

In t l ~ i d L f ~ ~ t d n c r  t , :~vc :  r e k : e i v e d  a n u m t d r  o f  d l l e g a -w e  
~ 1 0 1 1 3 t h d c  p l a n  ( l i s c r 1 uil n d t c *  a g a i n a t  bLdt- .k . ind  M e x i c a n -
A ~ n r r i i a nvoters 1,l c e r t ~ i , ~  t h e  a t a t e .  l n  f a s t ,  y o u rp d r c b  ( , f  

t i u b m l d t j l a n  i L e c t l f  n t a t r o :  


I C  that-, t u i bit L h d t  t h c  ti!~biuLt C e ( tC O L ~ ~  if,'/ .it f C ~ L L  

P L J L ~11ldy n o t  c ~ . , r f i i ~ l y  L : ~ C V ~ ~ c l : ~ g  AcC 111 t i l l .u l c l :  K!&hca 
r e t r p e c t d .  ' I 'hcr12 , i r e  L ~ ! i : . v  t h , i t  ::::.i2r t h e  P l a n  L h c r e  
i e  d r c t r u g r c v j i o n  i a  u ~ p u r c c ~ n L t l . c af o r  a i ~ ~ ~ r i t y  
r = p r e s e n t u r l ~ n .  In uy up:c, lca t i e v e r d l  a f  t h e a e  
c l d i s d  d i e  m ~ ~ L K o c ? u u d .  

A-49



S e c a t ~ d e u i  r i l e  n u m b e r  o t  q u e d t i o n e  w h i c h  t h u d  h a v e  
S d e n  r d i d e d  a b o u t  Che p l d n  a n d  b r c a u ~ ay a u  h d v e  
r e q u r u r e d  t h a c  W* m a k e  a d e c l s l o l i  o n  t h i s  e u b s i u s l o n  
o n  c a d  b d d i ~o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t ! o ! l  n s w  h s f o r e  u a ,  - =  i i r e  
w ! ! r 5 l a  :"c u n c i u d e  t h a t  c h r  e t d t e  h a u  e a t l a l i e d  i c a  
b u r d e n  o f  d z m o n a c r a c  L!ig r h * t  t i le  p i a n  "does n o t  h a v e  t h e  
p u r p o r a  a n d  v ? l f  n o t  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d e n y i n g  o r  a b r i d g i n g  
c h e  r l y h c  t o  v o t e  o n  a c c d u t r t  o f  r d c r ,  c o l o r  o r  ( m e r n b e r u h l ?  
i n  d l a n g u a g e  m i n o r l c y  g r o u p !  . " & 2  U . S . C .  1 9 7 3 ~ .  A c c o c J l n g l y ,  
G I I  b c l r a l i  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  I m u o c  L n t e r p o o e  a n  
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h d  p l a n .  

A t  t h e  o u c a e c ,  we n o t e  t h u t  i n  c h e  t e n - y e a r  p e r i o d  
s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0  C e n a u e  t h e  s c a c e ' e  population h a e  i n c r r n d r d  
b y  2 7 . 1  p e r c e n t ,  A e l g n i i l c a n t  p o r t i o n  of t h a t  F n c r s a o r  
w a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  1 ~ 1 n o r L t y  c o a m u n l t y .  T h i d  i d  

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r  t h e  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
w h i c h  i n c r e a v e d  4 4 . 9 6  p e r c e n t  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 .  

T h e  e e n a L e  d t v t r l c t i n g  p l a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  r e f l e c t  t h l d  L n c r r a e e  i n  t h e  v o t i n g  a t r r n g t h  
a t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  c o ~ ~ u u n l t y .  T h e  n e t  r e e u l t  e e e m a  t o  b e  a 
p l a n  i n  w h i c h  m i n o r i t i e o  e n j o y  n o  e l g n i f i c n n r  g a l n e  e v e n  
t h o u g h  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l d t l o n  ham i n c r e a e r d  
a n d  t h e  d e m o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  e t a t e  p r e e e n t m  s e v e r a l  n r e n e  
f o r  r z c o y n i z i n g  t h e  i n c r a d s r d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  
c o m m u n i t y .  U h l l e  we r z c o g n l z e  t h e r e  t a  n o  o h l L g e t l o n  t o  
m a x i m i z e  t h e  p o l l t t c n l  i r n p d c r  of a m i n o r i t y  g r o u p ,  i t  
hd> b e e n  a l l e g e d ,  d n i i  n u t  ~ d r q u a t e l y r e f u t e d ,  t h e c  t h e  
d t a t e ' e  p l a n ,  a e  i c  ~ P t r c t dM r x a r  8113 N d r r i d  C a u n c i e s ,  
u n n e c e e d a r i l y  f c a g m z n c e  i n l n o r i c y  c o n c e n t r a t i u n a  i n  e u c h  
a m a n n e r  a 9  t a  d i l u t e  t h e  voting u C r e n g t \ r  of t h e  r n i n o r L t y  
c o m u i u n i t i a o .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  b e x d r  C o u n t y ,  e x l a t i n g  D i v t r i c t  
1 9  i s  u n d e r p o p u l a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t u  t h e  1 9 8 0  C e n e u e  and 
t h u s  r e q u i r e s  a d d i t i o n d l  p e r s o n a  t o  n e e c  o n e  p e r r o n - o n e  
v o t e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  p r o p o e e d  p l d n  f o r  c h i d  a r e a ,  h o w e v e r ,  
r r m o v e a  a s u b e t a n t i a l  n u m b z r  a f  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n a  f r o m  
t h i s  J i o t r i c t  a n d  t tdJs a l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  A n g l o e .  The 
a f t e c t  of t h i s  m e t h o d  o r  J r a u l n g  t h e  f o rb ~ u ~ ~ d a r l e a  
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O f  c o u r s e ,  ad  p r o v l ~ I r d by  S z c c i o n  5 o f  t h d  V o t i n g  
R i g h t a  A c t ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e r k  4 d a c l ~ r d c o r y  
j u d g m e n t  f r o m  the  Un1:rd S C a t e d  D i a t r F c C  C o u r t  f o r  t h e  
D i v t r l c c  o f  C o l u m b l a  c h a c  t h r d e  c h a n g e u  h a v =  n e i r ? ! r r  c h e  
p u r p o a e  nor w i l l  h a v e  c h r  e & f e c c o f  d e n y i n g  o r  a b r i J g l n g  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o r e  e n  s c c o z n t  o f  i a c r ,  c o i o r  o r  m a u b e r s h i p  
i a  a l a n g u d d r  m i n o r i c y  g r d u p .  t i o r e v e r ,  u n ~ i1 the o b j e c t t o n  
i s  u l t h d r a v n  o r  a j j d g m r n c  rrom t h e  D i v t r t c c  of C o l u m b i a  
c o u r c  i s  o b t a i n e d ,  t h e  e t f e c c  o f  t h L ~objection L A  t o  
r e n d e r  t h e  r e d l e t r i c c t n g  of t h e  T e x a s  S e n a t e  au a u t h o r i z e d  
b y  t h e  L e g l s l a t i v e  R e d l ~ ~ r l s t i n gB o d r d ' o  P l d n  Number  1 
l e g a l l y  u o a n f a r c e a b l e .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u r e t i o n a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
p l z a d e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  C a r l  C a b e l  ( 2 0 2 - 7 2 4 - 8 3 8 8 ) ,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S a c c l o n  5 U n i t  o f  t h e  V o t i n g  S e c t i o n .  

S l n c a r e l y  

Wm. B r d d f o r d  R e y n o l d a  

C i v i l  H i g h r e  D i v i a i o n  

\ 

c c :  	 Hon.  Mark W h i t e  

A t r o r n e y  G e n e r a l  

S c a t e  o f  T e x a e  
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Honorable Hark White 
Attorney General of Texas 
Supreme Court Building 
P. O .  BOX 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711 

T h i s  is in response to your letters dated February 8, 
1982 and February 9 ,  1982 requesting raconrtderatfon of the 
Section 5 o b j e c t i o n s  interposed on January 25 and 29, 1982, 
Aa you b o w ,  this Department has recognized the Secretary 
of State as the official of the State of Texan responsible 
for submitting the congressional and legislative r e d i s t r i c t i n g - ' 

planu.  Thue we cannot treat your letters of February 8 and Y 
a6 requests for reconaideration of the objections a t  isuue. 

However, by Letter dated February 9 ,  1982, the Secretary 
of State has requested thac we reconofder the objectLons and 
that  review prseeoo fa currently underway, Your Letters and 
supporting information will be conaidered in the courae or 
our review and ve inv i te  you to submit whatever additional 
inforaation you deem relevant-

I am encloeing for your inforsacion a copy of a lecter 
which we have Bent to the Secretary of Sta te  regarding the 
objecttona of January 25 and 2 9 ,  1982. 

Sincerely ,  

Wm. bradford R e y n o l d s  

A a s l s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  General 


Civil Bif lhte  Division 


cc: 	 William P. Hobby 

Lieutenant Governor 
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