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PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE BY RESPONDENTS HUFFMAN AND CUPP 

VOLUME III 

 

 Respondents, Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives Robert Cupp, and Senate 

President Matthew Huffman submit the following evidence in this matter1: 

Exhibit Item Description Page no. 
1 Senate President Huffman’s Responses to Bennett Relators’ 

Discovery Requests   
HC_0001-HC_0013 

2 Senate President Huffman’s Responses to Ohio Organizing 
Collaborative Relators’ Interrogatories 

HC_0014-HC_0024 

3 Senate President Huffman’s Responses to League of Women 
Voters of Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests  

HC_0025-HC_0045 

4 Speaker Cupp’s Responses to Bennett Relators’ Discovery 
Requests    

HC_0046-HC_0058 

5 Speaker Cupp’s Responses to Ohio Organizing Collaborative 
Relators’ Interrogatories 

HC_0059-HC_0068 

6 Speaker Cupp’s Responses to League of Women Voters of 
Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests  

HC_0069-HC_0088 

7 Ohio Redistricting Commission’s Combined Responses to 
Interrogatories and Document Requests 

HC_0089-HC_0111 

8 Auditor Faber’s Responses to Bennett Relators’ Discovery 
Requests    

HC_0112-HC_0129 

9 Auditor Faber’s Responses to Ohio Organizing Collaborative 
Relators’ Interrogatories 

HC_0130-HC_0142 

10 Auditor Faber’s Responses to League of Women Voters of 
Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests  

HC_0143-HC_0187 

11 Governor DeWine’s Responses to Bennett Relators’ 
Discovery Requests    

HC_0188-HC_0208 

12 Governor DeWine’s Responses to Ohio Organizing 
Collaborative Relators’ Interrogatories 

HC_0209-HC_0223 

13 Governor DeWine’s Responses to League of Women Voters 
of Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests  

HC_0224-HC_0266 

VOLUME II 
14 Secretary of State LaRose’s Responses to Bennett Relators’ 

Discovery Requests 
HC_0267-HC_0285 

15 Secretary of State LaRose’s Responses to Ohio Organizing 
Collaborative Relators’ Interrogatories 

HC_0286-HC_0297 

 
1 Respondents Huffman and Cupp also reserve the right to rely on any evidence presented in this 
matter by stipulation or presented by any other party.  
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16 Secretary of State LaRose’s Responses to League of Women 
Voters of Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests  

HC_0298-HC_0340 

17 Senator Sykes’ Responses to Respondents Huffman and 
Cupp’s Discovery Requests  

HC_0341-HC_0360 

18 Senator Sykes’ Responses to Ohio Organizing Collaborative 
Relators’ Interrogatory Responses  

HC_0361-HC_0372 

19 Senator Sykes’ Responses to League of Women Voters of 
Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests 

HC_0373-HC_0392 

20 Leader Sykes’ Responses to Respondents Huffman and 
Cupp’s Discovery Requests  

HC_0393-HC_0413 

21 Leader Sykes’ Responses to Ohio Organizing Collaborative 
Relators’ Interrogatory Responses  

HC_0414-HC_0424 

22 Leader Sykes’ Responses to League of Women Voters of 
Ohio Relators’ Discovery Requests 

HC_0425-HC_0446 

23 ESYKES_0000237-ESYKES 0000247, Email Dated July 21, 
2021 from Alex Aryeh, Subject “Final Agenda Joint Caucus 
Redistricting Retreat.pdf” 

HC_0427-HC_0458 

24 ESYKES_0000385-ESYKES0000386, Email Dated June 9, 
2021 from Samantha Herd, Subject “FW: Draft Sykes/Yuko 
Letter Governor” 

HC_0459-HC_0461 

25 ESYKES_0007076-ESYKES0007082, Email Dated 
September 10, 2021 from Emiliana Morales, Subject “OLBC 
Redistricting Meeting follow up” and attachment 

HC_0462-HC_0469 

26 ESYKES_0009394-ESYKES0009397, Email Dated January 
19, 2021 from Samantha Herd, Subject “Fwd: Memo for 
Legislator Roundtable Event w AG Holder” and attachment 

HC_0470-HC_0474 

27 ESYKES_0007247-ESYKES0007250, Email Dated August 
20, 2021 from Samantha Herd, Subject “RE: Invoice and 
Purchase Letter: Consulting” and attachment 

HC_0475-HC_0479 

28 ESYKES_0000655-ESYKES_0000685, Email Dated 
January 22, 2020 from Katy Shanahan, subject “Final 
Review of Redistricting Guide” and attachment 

HC_0480-HC_0511 

29 Glassburn000024-Glassburn000031, Signed Contract with 
Project Govern 

HC_0512-HC_0520 

30 VYSKES_0013942-VSYKES_0013943, Email Dated 
August 12, 2021 from George Boas, Subject “Supplemental 
Allocation of Funds-8.11.2021” and attachment 

HC_0521-HC_0523 

31 VSYKES_0001113-VSYKES_0001114, Email Dated 
September 3, 2019 from Keary McCarthy, Subject “Re: 
Convening Ohio’s Redistricting Experts” 

HC_0524-HC_0526 

32 VSYKES_0004365-VSYKES_0004367, Email From George 
Boas, October 13, 2021, Subject “George-23”  

HC_0527-HC_0530 

33 VSYKES_0008968-VSYKES_8970, Email Dated October 
13, 2021 from Mike Rowe, Subject “Fwd: Background info 
for Monday Morning’s conference call” and attachment 

HC_0531-HC_0534 
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34 VSYKES_11348, Text Messages between Senator Sykes and 
Senate President Huffman 

HC_0535-HC_0536 

Volume III 
35 Affidavit and Expert Report of Dr. Michael Barber HC_0537-HC_0625 
37 Affidavit and Expert Report of Dr. M.V. Hood III HC_0626-HC_0653 

Volume IV 
36 Affidavit and Expert Report of Sean Trende  
38 Affidavit of Raymond DiRossi  

 

 

Respectfully submitted this the 22nd day of October, 2021 

By:  
/s/ Phillip J. Strach      
Phillip J. Strach(PHV 2021-25444)* 
phillip.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
Thomas A. Farr(PHV 2021-25461)* 
tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
John E. Branch, III(PHV 2021-25460)* 
john.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
Alyssa M. Riggins(PHV 2021-2544)* 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP 
4140 Parklake Avenue, Suite 200 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
Telephone: (919) 329-3800 
*Pro Hac Vice Motions Granted 

 
W. Stuart Dornette (0002955) 
Beth A. Bryan (0082076) 
Philip D. Williamson (0097174) 
TAFT STETTINIUS & HOLLISTER LLP 
425 Walnut Street, Suite 1800 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-3957 
Telephone: (513) 381-2838 
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Senate President Matt 
Huffman and House Speaker Robert Cupp 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this 22nd day of October, 2021, I have served the foregoing 
document by email: 
 
Freda Levenson 
flevenson@acluohio.org  
David J. Carey 
dcarey@acluohio.org 
Alora Thomas 
athomas@aclu.org 
Julie A. Epstein 
jepstein@aclu.org 
 
Robert D. Fram 
rfram@cov.com 
Joshua Gonzalez 
Jgonzalex@cov.com 
Megan C. Keenan 
Mkeenan@cov.com 
Anupam Sharma 
asharma@cov.com 
Madison Arent 
marent@cov.com 
 
Counsel for LWVO Relators 
 
Abha Khanna 
Ben Stafford 
Elias Law Group 
1700 Seventh Avenue, Suite 200 
Seattle, WA 9801 
akhanna@elias.law  
bstafford@elias.law  
 
Aria C. Branch 
Jyoti Jasrasaria 
Spencer W. Klein 
Elias Law Group 
10 G. Street NE, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20002 
abranch@elias.law  
jjasrasaria@elias.law  
sklein@elias.law  
 
Donald J. McTigue 
Derek S. Clinger 

Erik Clark 
ejclark@organlegal.com 
Ashley Merino 
amerino@organlegal.com  
 
Counsel for Respondent Ohio Redistricting 
Commission 
 
John Gilligan 
John.Gilligan@icemiller.com 
Diane Menashe 
Diane.Menashe@icemiller.com  
Counsel for Respondents Senator Vernon 
Sykes and House Minority Leader Emilia 
Sykes 
 
Bridget Coontz 
Bridget.Coontz@ohioAGO.gov 
Michael Walton 
Michael.Walton@ohioAGO.gov  
Julie Pfieffer 
Julie.Pfieffer@ohioAGO.gov 
 
 
Counsel for Respondents Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine, Ohio Secretary of State Frank 
LaRose, and Ohio Auditor Keith Faber 
 
Peter M. Ellis  
pellis@reedsmith.com 
M. Patrick Yingling 
MPYingling@ReedSmith.com  
Natalie R. Salazar 
NSalazar@reedsmith.com  
Brian A. Sutherland  
bsutherland@reedsmith.com  
Ben R. Fliegel 
bfliegel@reedsmith.com 

 
Alicia L. Bannon  
Alicia.bannon@nyu.edu 
Yurji Rudensky  
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McTigue & Colombo LLC 
545 East Town Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com  
dclinger@electionlawgroup.com  
Counsel for Bennett Relators 
 

rudenskyy@brennan.law.nyu.edu  
Ethan Herenstein 
herensteine@brennan.law.nyu.edu  
 
Attorneys for Ohio Organizing Collaborative  
Relators 
 

 

 

/s/ Alyssa M. Riggins 
Alyssa M. Riggins 
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Expert Report of M.V. Hood III 

 

October 21, 2021 
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I have been hired by the Respondents, President of the Ohio Senate, Matt Huffman and Speaker 

of the Ohio House of Representatives, Robert R. Cupp to provide an expert report in the 

following matters: Ohio Organizing Collaborative Relators et al v. Ohio Redistricting 

Commission, et al (No. 2021-1210); League of Women Voters of Ohio et al v. Ohio Redistricting 

Commission et al (No. 2021-1193); Bria Bennett et al v. Ohio Redistricting Commission et al 

(No. 2021-1198).  

 

My name is M.V. (Trey) Hood III, and I am a tenured professor at the University of Georgia 

with an appointment in the Department of Political Science. I have been a faculty member at the 

University of Georgia since 1999. I also serve as the Director of the School of Public and 

International Affairs Survey Research Center. I am an expert in American politics, specifically in 

the areas of electoral politics, racial politics, election administration, and Southern politics. I 

teach courses on American politics, Southern politics, and research methods and have taught 

graduate seminars on the topics of election administration and Southern politics.  

 

I have received research grants to study election administration issues from the National Science 

Foundation, the Pew Charitable Trust, and the Center for Election Innovation and Research. I 

have also published peer-reviewed journal articles specifically in the area of election 

administration, including redistricting. My academic publications are detailed in a copy of my 

vita that is attached to this affidavit as Exhibit A. Currently, I serve on the editorial boards for 

Social Science Quarterly and Election Law Journal. The latter is a peer-reviewed academic 

journal focused on the area of election administration.  

 

During the preceding five years, I have offered expert testimony (through expert report, 

deposition, or at trial) in fifteen cases around the United States: Bethune-Hill v. Virginia State 

Board of Elections, 3:14-cv-00852 (E.D. Va.), Common Cause v. Rucho, 1:16-cv-1026 (M.D. 

N.C.), Greater Birmingham Ministries v. Merrill, 2:15-cv-02193 (N.D. Ala), Anne Harding v. 

County of Dallas, Texas, 3:15-cv-00131 (N.D. Tex.), Feldman v. Arizona Secretary of State’s 

Office, 2:16-cv-16-01065 (Ariz.), League of Women Voters v. Gardner, 226-2017-cv-00433 

(Hillsborough Superior Court), Ohio A. Philip Randolph Institute v. Ryan Smith, 1:18-cv-357 

(S.D. Ohio), Libertarian Party of Arkansas v. Thurston, 4:19-cv-00214 (E.D. Ark.); Chestnut v. 

Merrill, 2:18-cv-907 (N.D. Ala.), Common Cause v. Lewis, 18-CVS-014001 (Wake County 

Superior Court); Nielsen v. DeSantis, 4:20-cv-236 (N.D. Fla.); Western Native Voice v. 

Stapleton, DV-56-2020-377 (Montana Thirteenth Judicial District Court); Driscoll v. Stapleton, 

DV-20-0408 (Montana Thirteenth Judicial District Court); North Carolina Alliance for Retired 

Americans v. The North Carolina State Board of Elections, 20-CVS-8881 (Wake County 

Superior Court); and North Carolina v. Holmes, 18-CVS-15292 (Wake County Superior Court). 

 

I am receiving $400 an hour for my work on this case and $400 an hour for any testimony 

associated with this work. In reaching my conclusions, I have drawn on my training, experience, 

and knowledge as a social scientist who has specifically conducted research in the area of 

election administration. My compensation in this case is not dependent upon the outcome of the 

litigation or the substance of my opinions.  

 

 

HC_0630



3 

 

I have been asked by counsel for the Respondents to compare various districting plans for the 

Ohio State House and State Senate on the basis of expected partisan composition. In order to 

gauge district partisanship, I use an index created from past elections.1 More specifically, this 

index is calculated from all two-party contested statewide elections from 2016 through 2020.2 

This is the same index used by Professor Rodden in his expert report.3 The index I employ 

ranges from 0% Republican to 100% Republican. For classification purposes, a district with a 

partisan index value of 50% or greater is labeled Republican, while any district below 50% is 

labeled Democratic.  

 

I was asked by counsel to analyze four specific plans, Sykes-1 (9/2/2021); Sykes-3 (9/15/2021); 

Huffman (9/9/2021); and the Commission Adopted Plan (9/16/2021), and to compare these plans 

on the basis of their overall partisan composition. I was also asked to group districts based on 

their geographic location. Those districts residing in one of the six largest counties by population 

(Franklin; Cuyahoga; Hamilton; Summit; Montgomery; and Lucas) are labeled Urban in tables 

to follow and those districts located in the other 82 counties are labeled Remaining.4  

 

Ohio State House 

Table 1 below characterizes four plans for the Ohio State House on the basis of their partisan 

makeup. Based on the partisan index employed, the Sykes-1 Plan would yield 55 Republican 

seats and 44 Democratic seats (55.6% to 44.4%). Most of the Democratic seats are concentrated 

in the six largest urban counties where a total of 37 of 43 seats were classified as Democratic 

(86.0%); compared to only six Republican seats. In the remaining counties, this plan would yield 

49 of 56 seats to the GOP and 7 Democratic seats.  

 

Table 1. Partisan Comparisons-Ohio State House Plans  

 All Urban Remaining 

Plan R D R D R D 

Sykes-1 55 44 6 37 49 7 

Sykes-3 57 42 7 36 50 6 

Difference +2 -2 +1 -1 +1 -1 

       

Huffman 67 32 14 29 53 3 

Adopted 62 37 11 32 51 5 

Difference -5 +5 -3 +3 -2 +2 

    

Seats 99 43 56 

                                                           
1Partisan data for the districting plans analyzed in this report received through counsel.  
2The following elections are included in the partisan index used for analysis: 2016 U.S. President; 2016 U.S. Senate; 

2018 Governor; 2018 Attorney General; 2018 State Auditor; 2018 Secretary of State; 2018 State Treasurer; 2018 

U.S. Senate; and 2020 U.S. President.   
3Affidavit of Dr. Jonathan Rodden. Bennett v. Ohio Redistricting Commission. September 24, 2021. Paragraph 17. 
4For the analyses presented, any House or Senate district that includes a portion of one of these six largest counties 

is classified in the Urban category. For example, in the House plan adopted by the Commission, House District 12 

includes part of Franklin County and Union County. As such, this district falls under the Urban category for the 

analyses presented.  

HC_0631



4 

 

 

The Sykes-3 Plan is very similar to Sykes-1 in terms of potential partisan breakdowns. Overall, 

the estimated number of Republican seats would increase by two from 55 to 57 (57.6%), with the 

number of Democratic seats concomitantly dropping by two to 42 (42.4%). Within the urban 

county subset, the number of Republican seats would increase by one to 7 of 43. Likewise, the 

number of GOP seats in the remainder of the state would also increase by one, from 49 to 50.  

 

Next, the Huffman plan would be predicted to produce 67 (67.7%) Republican and 32 (32.3%) 

Democratic seats. Again, the bulk of Democratic seats are found in the largest urban counties. 

Here the breakdown is 14 Republicans to 29 Democrats. For the remaining counties in the 

Huffman Plan, the prediction would be 51 Republican seats and 5 Democratic seats.  

 

Finally, the plan adopted by the Redistricting Commission would yield an estimated 62 

Republican seats—a decrease of five in comparison to the Huffman Plan. Under this plan 

Democrats would expect to net 37 total seats. In the urban county subset, the Commission Plan is 

predicted to produce an 11 to 32 Republican-Democratic split. This is a drop of three GOP seats 

in comparison to the Huffman Plan and a corresponding increase of three Democratic seats. For 

districts housed in the remaining counties in the state, the plan adopted by the Commission 

would produce an expected 51 Republican seats and five Democratic seats—a decrease of two 

GOP districts in comparison to the Huffman plan. 

 

Table 2 rearranges information housed in Table 1 in order to provide a straightforward 

comparison between the Sykes-3 Plan and the plan adopted by the Ohio Redistricting 

Commission. Looking at Table 2, one may note that the Commission Plan is expected to produce 

five more Republican seats in comparison to the third Sykes Plan (62 versus 57). Four out five of 

these GOP seats would be located in one of the six largest urban counties, with the fifth seat 

located in the remaining county subset.    

 

Table 2. Partisan Comparisons-Ohio State House Plans 

 All Urban Remaining 

Plan R D R D R D 

Sykes-3 57 42 7 36 50 6 

Adopted 62 37 11 32 51 5 

Difference +5 -5 +4 -4 +1 -1 

       

Seats 99 43 56 
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Ohio State Senate 

Table 3 makes analogous comparisons between the four noted plans for the Ohio State Senate. 

Beginning with the Skyes-1 Plan, the expected partisan breakdown would be 19 (57.6%) GOP 

seats and 14 (42.4%) Democratic seats. Again, almost all of the Democratic districts under this 

plan are located in the urban county subset (13 of 14 total). Conversely, only three of 19 

Republican districts are found in the urban county subset, while 16 are located in the remaining 

counties.  

The Sykes-3 Plan is very similar to the first plan, producing an additional Republican seat, from 

19 to 20. The overall partisan seat breakdown of this third plan is 60.6% Republican to 39.4% 

Democratic. The additional Republican seat in the Sykes-3 Plan is found in the urban county 

subset. The partisan seat distribution from the subset of remaining counties is unchanged from 

the first to the third Sykes plans.  

The Huffman Plan would be predicted to produce 24 Republican seats to nine Democratic seats 

(72.7% to 27.3%). Here, the split for the urban county subset is 7 Republican seats to nine 

Democratic seats and for the remaining counties the estimate would be 17 GOP seats and zero 

Democratic seats.  

The plan adopted by the Ohio Redistricting Commission would be expected to produce a total of 

23 GOP seats and 10 Democratic seats (69.7% versus 30.3%). Compared to the Huffman Plan, 

this would be a net decrease of one Republican seat. The Democratic seat pickup under the 

adopted plan is located in the urban county subset, while the seat distribution in the remaining 

counties remains unchanged. 

 

Table 3. Partisan Comparisons-Ohio State Senate Plans 

 All Urban Remaining 

Plan R D R D R D 

Sykes-1 19 14 3 13 16 1 

Sykes-3 20 13 4 12 16 1 

Difference +1 -1 +1 -1 0 0 

       

Huffman 24 9 7 9 17 0 

Adopted 23 10 6 10 17 0 

Difference -1 +1 -1 +1 0 0 

       

Seats 33 16 17 
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As with Table 2, Table 4 below simply provides a more straightforward comparison between the 

third Sykes plan and the plan adopted by the Commission for the State Senate. The estimated 

Republican seat count for the adopted plan would be 23, as compared to 20 for the Sykes-3 Plan, 

or in percentage terms 69.7% to 60.6%. The Commission Plan contains two additional GOP 

seats in the urban county subset (6 compared to 4) and an additional GOP seat in the reaming 

county subset (17 compared to 16).   

 

Table 4. Partisan Comparisons-Ohio State Senate Plans 

 All Urban Remaining 

Plan R D R D R D 

Sykes-3 20 13 4 12 16 1 

Adopted 23 10 6 10 17 0 

Difference +3 -3 +2 -2 +1 -1 

    

Seats 33 16 17 
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I was also asked by counsel to provide a number of election-based comparisons in tabular 

format. Table 5. below provides a listing of elections for contested statewide elections in Ohio 

from 2004 through 2014. During these elections there were 22 two-party contested statewide 

contests. Of this total, Republican candidates won 63.6% and Democratic candidates 36.4%.  

 

Table 5. Ohio Statewide Election Outcomes, 2004-2014 

Election-Cycle Office Winner   

2004 President Republican   

 U.S. Senator Republican   

2006 Governor Democrat   

 Attorney General Democrat   

 Auditor Republican   

 Secretary of State Democrat   

 Treasurer Democrat   

 U.S. Senate Democrat   

2008 President Democrat   

2010 Governor Republican   

 Attorney General Republican   

 Auditor Republican   

 Secretary of State Republican   

 Treasurer Republican   

 U.S. Senate Republican   

2012 President Democrat   

 U.S. Senate Democrat   

2014 Governor Republican   

 Attorney General Republican   

 Auditor Republican   

 Secretary of State Republican   

 Treasurer Republican   

     

Summary of Wins   Republican Democrat 

   63.6% 

(14) 

36.4% 

(8) 
Source: Ohio Secretary of State 
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The second comparison I was asked to produce examined two-party contested statewide 

elections in Ohio from 2012 through 2020. The results of this analysis are located in Table 6. Of 

the 16 statewide races during this timeframe, Republicans won 81.3%, as compared to 18.8% for 

Democrats.  

 

Table 6. Ohio Statewide Election Outcomes, 2012-2020 

Election-Cycle Office Winner   

2012 President Democrat   

 U.S. Senate Democrat   

2014 Governor Republican   

 Attorney General Republican   

 Auditor Republican   

 Secretary of State Republican   

 Treasurer Republican   

2016 President Republican   

 U.S. Senate Republican   

2018 Governor Republican   

 Attorney General Republican   

 Auditor Republican   

 Secretary of State Republican   

 Treasurer Republican   

 U.S. Senate Democrat   

2020 President Republican   

     

Summary of Wins   Republican Democrat 

   81.3% 

(13) 

18.8% 

(3) 
Source: Ohio Secretary of State 
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