Crime in 2018:
Updated Analysis
by Ames Grawert and Cameron Kimble*
In September, the Brennan Center analyzed available
crime data from the nation’s 30 largest cities, estimating
that these cities would see a decline in crime and murder
in 2018. Our report, Crime and Murder in 2018:
A Preliminary Analysis, concluded that crime and murder
in 2018 are again declining nationwide, continuing the
historic downward trend.1

fall by nearly 27 percent. Baltimore’s 2018 murder rate
is projected to decline by 7.4 percent.

This analysis updates the September report and finds
that, where data were available, rates of crime, violent
crime, and murder in major American cities are estimated
to decline through the end of 2018. However, murder
rates in some cities remain above 2015 levels, demonstrating a continued need for evidence-based solutions to
violent crime.

• Crime: The overall crime rate in the 30 largest cities in
2018 is estimated to decline slightly from the previous
year, falling by 1.8 percent. While this conclusion is
based on preliminary data, if the trend holds, the crime
rate will fall to its lowest since at least 1990.

Tables 1 and 2 show conclusions in line with those in the
initial report.†
• Murder: The 2018 murder rate in the 30 largest cities
is estimated to decline by nearly 6 percent. Large
decreases this year in Chicago and San Francisco,
as well as moderate decreases in other cities such as
Baltimore, contributed to this decline. The murder rate
in Chicago — which increased significantly in 2015
and 2016 — is projected to decline by 18.1 percent in
2018. The murder rate in San Francisco is estimated to

Some cities are projected to see their murder rates rise,
including Washington, D.C. (by 39.5 percent), and
Houston (by 22.6 percent). Further study is needed to
better understand the causes of these rises.

• Violent Crime: Violent crime rates are projected to decline in the majority of the 30 largest cities through the
end of 2018. Overall, the violent crime rate is estimated to decrease by 2.7 percent, continuing a downward
trend from 2017.
Estimates of crime and violent crime are based on data
from 22 of the nation’s 30 largest cities; estimates of murder include data from all 30 cities. While the estimates
in this report are based on early data, previous Brennan
Center reports have correctly estimated the direction
and magnitude of changes in major-city crime rates.2
The preliminary 2018 analysis is available here.

*	
The authors thank Adureh Onyekwere for her research and editing assistance.
†

In addition to providing updated data from city law enforcement agencies, this report incorporates recently released information from the FBI’s Uniform
Crime Reports and uses it as a baseline for projections. As a result, data in Tables 1 and 2 are best compared to the previous update of this report, which
can be found here.
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Table 1: Crime in the 30 Largest Cities (2017-18)

(updated Dec. 12, 2018)

City

2017
Crime Rate
(per 100,000)

2018
Crime Rate
Est. (per
100,000)

Percent
Change in
Crime Rate
Est.

2017 Violent
Crime Rate
(per 100,000)

2018 Violent
Crime Rate
Est. (per
100,000)

Percent
Change in
Violent Crime
Rate Est.

New York3

1,959.9

1,925.7

-1.7%

511.3

494.5

-3.3%

Los Angeles4

3,236.0

3,128.0

-3.3%

700.0

676.5

-3.4%

Chicago5

4,297.5

4,705.9

9.5%

1,033.7

1,014.7

-1.8%

Houston6*

5,165.2

Unavailable

Unavailable

1,036.8

Unavailable

Unavailable

Philadelphia7

3,936.0

3,921.1

-0.4%

872.6

818.7

-6.2%

Las Vegas8*

3,482.6

Unavailable

Unavailable

539.3

Unavailable

Unavailable

Phoenix9

4,362.2

4,080.9

-6.4%

691.5

680.9

-1.5%

San Antonio10

5,468.8

5,059.4

-7.5%

624.0

609.6

-2.3%

San Diego11

2,170.3

2,244.8

3.4%

327.4

325.1

-0.7%

Dallas12

3,897.6

3,854.5

-1.1%

712.6

648.1

-9.1%

San Jose13

2,789.3

2,892.4

3.7%

348.6

376.6

8.0%

Austin14

3,518.6

3,499.3

-0.5%

372.1

396.0

6.4%

Charlotte15*

4,478.6

Unavailable

Unavailable

663.5

Unavailable

Unavailable

Jacksonville16*

4,097.9

Unavailable

Unavailable

571.2

Unavailable

Unavailable

San Francisco17

6,841.4

6,224.5

-9.0%

673.4

655.5

-2.7%

Indianapolis18*

5,669.1

Unavailable

Unavailable

1,257.3

Unavailable

Unavailable

Columbus19*

4,353.0

Unavailable

Unavailable

408.0

Unavailable

Unavailable

Fort Worth20

3,710.4

3,261.2

-12.1%

495.0

442.7

-10.6%

El Paso21*

2,143.9

Unavailable

Unavailable

325.0

Unavailable

Unavailable

Seattle22

5,854.5

6,078.5

3.8%

595.8

627.5

5.3%

Denver23

4,243.7

4,351.5

2.5%

576.7

631.7

9.5%

Louisville24

4,743.7

4,483.4

-5.5%

621.5

563.1

-9.4%

Detroit25

6,493.4

6,023.9

-7.2%

1,952.8

1,868.5

-4.3%

Washington, D.C.26

5,041.1

4,981.2

-1.2%

884.9

796.0

-10.0%

Boston27

2,715.8

2,536.4

-6.6%

626.7

595.2

-5.0%

Nashville28

4,883.2

5,010.6

2.6%

1,065.3

1,009.8

-5.2%

Memphis29*

8,210.8

Unavailable

Unavailable

1,912.9

Unavailable

Unavailable

Oklahoma City30

4,466.7

4,726.6

5.8%

714.2

794.3

11.2%

Baltimore31

6,892.8

6,045.3

-12.3%

1,964.7

1,967.3

0.1%

Portland32

6,125.3

6,222.5

1.6%

448.3

492.6

9.9%

AVERAGE

-1.8%

-2.7%

Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific sources. Cities are ordered by 2015 population size, consistent with past Center
reports. Percentage changes in rates are calculated from unrounded estimates.
*

These cities did not respond to requests for data in time for publication. Murder data were obtained from other sources and appear in Table 2.
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TABLE 2: Murder in the 30 Largest Cities (2017-18) (updated Dec. 12, 2018)
City

2017 Total
Murders

2018 Total
Murders Est.

Percent
Change in
Murder Est.

2017 Murder
Rate (per
100,000)

2018 Murder
Rate Est. (per
100,000)

Percent
Change in
Murder Rate
Est.

New York33

292

291

-0.4%

3.4

3.4

-0.9%

Los Angeles

281

253

-9.9%

7.0

6.3

-10.6%

Chicago

653

534

-18.2%

24.1

19.8

-18.1%

Houston

269

335

24.7%

11.5

14.1

22.6%

Philadelphia

316

320

1.3%

20.1

20.2

0.9%

Las Vegas ‡

205

163

-20.6%

12.6

9.8

-22.2%

Phoenix

157

132

-15.8%

9.5

7.8

-17.8%

San Antonio

124

106

-14.3%

8.2

6.8

-16.1%

San Diego

35

28

-20.7%

2.5

1.9

-21.7%

Dallas

167

158

-5.3%

12.5

11.6

-6.9%

San Jose

32

29

-8.3%

3.1

2.8

-9.2%

Austin

25

32

27.3%

2.6

3.2

24.2%

Charlotte

86

53

-38.2%

9.4

5.7

-39.6%

Jacksonville

109

113

3.4%

12.2

12.4

1.9%

San Francisco

56

41

-26.0%

6.4

4.6

-26.9%

Indianapolis

156

202

29.3%

17.9

23.1

28.7%

Columbus

142

114

-20.0%

16.3

12.8

-21.3%

Fort Worth

70

59

-15.5%

8.0

6.6

-17.8%

El Paso

19

38

100.0%

2.8

5.5

99.2%

Seattle

27

29

9.1%

3.7

4.0

6.1%

Denver

59

65

10.4%

8.3

9.0

8.2%

Louisville

109

83

-23.8%

15.9

12.1

-24.0%

Detroit

267

264

-1.2%

39.8

39.6

-0.5%

Washington, D.C.

116

165

41.9%

16.7

23.3

39.5%

Boston

57

53

-7.5%

8.3

7.6

-8.8%

Nashville

110

86

-22.0%

16.3

12.5

-23.0%

Memphis

181

199

10.0%

27.7

30.5

10.1%

Oklahoma City

81

59

-27.6%

12.5

8.9

-28.7%

Baltimore

342

315

-7.9%

55.8

51.7

-7.4%

Portland

24

27

14.3%

3.7

4.4

18.6%

AVERAGE

-5.1%

-5.8%

Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific sources. Cities are ordered by 2015 population size, consistent with past Center
reports. Percentage changes in rates are calculated from unrounded estimates.
‡

 as Vegas’s 2017 homicide count includes deaths due to the October 1, 2017, mass shooting outside of the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino.
L
Because this shooting was an isolated, tragic, and unanticipated occurrence, 2018 projections were calculated using 2017’s baseline homicides
excluding the 58 mass shooting deaths.
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ME THODOLOGY
This report analyzes crime in the 30 largest American
cities, based on population totals reported in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reporting program (UCR). It is part of a series of crime reports published each year by the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU
School of Law. These reports are meant to provide near
real-time data on crime trends in a representative sample
of major American cities, as well as to provide some insight
into national crime trends. Any reference to the “crime
rate,” “violent crime rate,” or “murder rate” in this report
refers to the average rate in the 30 largest cities rather than
national rates and specifically only to the rate for those
cities that provided data listed in this publication.

Sources for Crime Data

Data on crime in 2017 were derived from the UCR.34
For data on crime in 2018, the authors collected crime
data directly from police departments, and constructed
estimates based on it. To ensure accurate estimates, the
authors excluded any city that was not able to provide data
through at least the first three quarters of the year — that
is, through the end of September. Cities that did not meet
that cutoff, or that reported no data, were marked “unavailable.” All estimates, unless otherwise noted, are based
on the most recent data available on December 6, 2018.
When collecting data, the authors searched first for reliable,
regularly updated data sources. Accordingly, weekly CompStat reports, monthly reports, and quarterly reports were
used wherever possible. Reliable open data portals, such
as those maintained by Baltimore and Chicago, were also
prioritized. Based on experience indicating that data portals
are often slow to update, where data was collected from
such sites, estimates were based on crime data as of the end
of the third quarter of the year. Where data was collected
from CompStat or similar reports, the authors used the
most recent report available at the time of analysis.
Not all cities release these regular analyses or maintain
trustworthy data portals. In those cases, the authors
reached out to local police departments directly. The
authors also conducted direct outreach in cases where
publicly available data exists but is slow to update or has
otherwise proved incomplete.

Offense Definitions

Offense data was then categorized according to UCR
definitions. Violent crime includes murder, robbery, and
aggravated assault. Property crime includes burglary, larce-

ny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. Murder includes solely
homicides. Overall crime includes all of the above. Rape
was excluded from this analysis because its UCR definition has changed over time, creating inaccuracies when
data is compared. Also, police reporting rates appear to
be low. Valid comparisons of the number of rape offenses
committed could be made, in a different type of analysis,
using victimization reports. While most city crime reports
use UCR definitions of offenses, some variation between
cities may exist based on state or local laws.

2018 Projections and 2017 Comparisons

The authors made year-end projections based on partialyear data for this report. It would be incorrect to observe
six months’ worth of data and assume that trends would
continue unchanged through the end of the year, especially given the “seasonal” nature of crime. However, the
method used by the authors to create year-end projections
is specifically designed to incorporate previous years’
month-to-month trends and therefore provide year-end
estimates that are as accurate as possible. This helps
correct for seasonal trends, possible underreporting, and
varying offense definitions.
To estimate year-end crime data for 2018 in this report,
the authors divided the number of crimes that occurred in
each city in 2017, according to the UCR, by the number
of crimes committed year-to-date in 2017 according to
city CompStat sources. The resulting ratio was then multiplied by the number of crimes that have been committed in the city by the same point this year. For example,
suppose a city experienced 100 murders last year according to FBI data. If the same city experienced 60 murders
between January 1 and November 1, 2017, according to
local police data, and 70 murders between January 1 and
November 1, 2018, this method would project a year-end
murder count of 116.67, rounded to 117.
The rate of each offense is the number of offenses per
100,000 citizens. As in previous reports, 2018 population
estimates for rate calculations were created by assuming
that the average rate of population change between 2014
and 2017, as reported by the UCR, remained constant
through 2018.
Lastly, as in past reports, cities missing data in any one
year were excluded from year-to-year comparisons. For example, the authors could not obtain data on the number
of crimes committed in Houston in 2018. Thus, Houston
was excluded from both the 2017 and 2018 totals used to
compute the change in the overall, 30-city crime rate.
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