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Factsheet: Com prehensive U S.G overmmm entApproach to Countering ViolentE xtrem ism

The nature and range of terorist and violent extrem ist threats has evolved quickly, n a meda
environm ent that offen seizes on the sensational, and we must com e together to channel the
energies of cibzens, comm uniks, and the private sector toward buidihg a greater sense of
preparadness and resilience.

Policy Context

Tn August 2011, the W hie H cuse rekased EmpovaeringL cal ParnerstoPreant V okt F xtren isn in the
Unted States, the first national strateqy to prevent viblent extram ian dom edtcally. T D ecam ber
2011, a corresponding Strategic Im plam entation Plan outlined the specific steps departm ents and
agenckes w ill take to achive the doategy’s central goal of preventing viblnt extram ists and their
Supporters from radicalizihg, recruibng, or hgpiring hdividuals or groups h the Unied States to
comm ftactsofvibknce.

W hike investijations and prosecutibns are essentil, successfully preventing vibkent extyem isn

requires a range of govermm ent tools beyond tradibonal law enforcam ent activides. CVE often
hvoles undercutting ternorist deologies and local drivers of radicalzation, and t is thersfore
equally if notm ore in portant that cizil socikty and non-govermnm ental actors participate, particuarly
given governm ent’s kgal and credbilty Iin iations in this space. A s such, the underlying pram ise of
our goproach © countering vibknt extrem ian 1 the Unied States s that (1) comm unikes are the
olutibn t© viblknt extrem ian ; and @) CVE efforts are best pursued at the bcal kvel, wih
considerations for bcaldynam ics.

At the federal kvel, the D goartm ent of H om eland Securty O H S), the D gpartim ent of Justice
D 0 J), the Federal Bureau of Invesdgation EBI), and the N atibnal Counterterrorian Center
N CTC) are in plam enting the stoategy by executing their respective m issions whik colbborating

wih other agencis to ensure a coordinated, whol-ofgovemm ent goproach. In the field, bcal
govemm ents and w enforcam ent agencies contihue to buid rehtbnshisw thin their com m unides

through esablished com m uniy policihg and comm uniy outreach mechanism s. In this respect,
decades of com m uniy-based problm solving, local parthershios, and com m uniy-orented polichg
provides a basis foraddressng vibntextram ian as part of a broaderm andate of com m unty safety,

w Ih an em phasis on crin e prevention.

W hatisCVE ?
Theterm “CounteringV blentE xtbam ian 7 efersto the “preventative” agpects of countertenorian o,
which refers to efforts focused on preventing future recruim ent hto terorist groups. Tt is distihct

from disruptive actions which focus on gopphg acts of tenorian by those who have already
subscrbed © vibknce.
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CVE ranges from general prevention m easures— program s that are not necessarily done for CVE

purposes, but which m hthave CVE effects because they happen to address som e of the possble
causes of viblentextram ism  (guch as com m unty endgagem ent around civil rights issues and ensuring
protections of religious freedom and protections from bullying— both of which happen to address
grievances) to program sthat do have a direct CVE purposse, such as:

® Vphlkntextzam ign aw areness: program s that build aw areness of the vibent extram ian  @uch
asbriefings on radicalization, recruim ent, and hdicators).

¢ Countemarative m easures: program s or m essages that directly address and counter the
vblent extrem it recruiment namative uch as  encouraging communiy—ked
countemarvatives onlne).

o Tntervention measures: program s that faciltate hntervention h a person’s pathway to
radicalizatibon before the Ine of crin hal activiy is crossed ©uch as communiy—kd
htervention m odels).

Rolk ofl.ocalParthers

CVE efforts rely heavily on welknformm ed and equiped fam ilies, bcal comm unities, and local
hstutions. Communiis phy a soong ok h CVE efforts— they are the first Ihe of defense
agahnst violent exttam its, and are best suted to kad I both countemanative and ntervention
measures. Communites have more credbilty than govermm ent to challenge the ideolbgical
underpihnings of violent extram st groups, and they are m ore suted to htervene when som eone is
vuhersbke to radialization.

Comm uniy FEngagem enton CVE

The U S. Govemment has conducted outreach in varbus cibes across the country wih w
enforcem ent, public safety offichls, and diectly to communides around the threat of viokent
extram ian  and tenorist recruitment. They have used certain “CVE Tool’ that hclude the
Communiy AwarenessBriefing CAB),aswellasthe Comm unty Resilience E xercize CREX).

¢ The Communiy Resilience Exercise CREX) is a halfday tabketop exercie designed to
In prove comm unication between Bw enforcam ent and com m unites and t© share deas on
how best to buid comm unty resilience.D H S's O ffice for C ¥l R ghts and C il Lbertes
CRCL) and NCTC have worked wih bcal parmers to inplment this exercise— which
hvoles an unfolding scenarb of possbl vibknt extram it activiy— In ciies across the
Unied States.

® TheCommunity Awareness Briefing CAB) is a presentation designed to hep comm unites
and law enforcem ent develbp understanding of ak a’da~nsoired recruim ent tactics and
explore ways to colkectively prevent and address such public safety threats at the bcal Bvel.
It i updated conthually wih new nfomm aton or from feedback. D ue t© the grow g
num ber of hd¥iduals travelihng to foreign conflicts, such as Syri and Traqg, the Comm uniy
Awareness Briefing now hclides hform ation rehtihg to the forein fighter recruim ent. The
Com m uniy Awareness Briefing hasbeen conducted by m utiole U S.cites overthe past faw
years.
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“Three C iHes” P ilot P rogram

O verthe past faw m onths, bcal govemm ent and com m uniy m em bers hh Boston, LosAngeks, and
M inneapolis have t@ken the kad h developihg prevention fram ew orks that best address the unijue
Issues fachg their bcal comm uniies. Tn the sam e way bcal partners have developed fram ew orks to
address drug and gang prevention, they are devebping fram ew orks to address violent extyam ign
prevention. This pibt encourages local partners to devebp m echanian s for engaghg the resources
and expertie avaibbke from a range of new parmers, hcludhg the private sector, hcludihg
com m unications and tech experts that can buid cgpaciy, and socil service providers, hcludig
eclucation adm histrators, m entalhealth professionals, and religious kaders.

Local sakeholders— which hclide federal, gate, bcal, and comm unty parners— are i the best
postion to dentify needs and gaps hh services, assess existhg bcal program s, Bverage existng
networks, form new reltonships, and define and devebp m easurabk goals that they have the
capacty to n plem ent.

The Federal G ovemm ent/s rok s t© try and provide support to help address these ggps and m est
therCVE goals.

Im portance of Intervention O ptions

There are In portant non—kw enforcam ent efforts that com m unites can take to stop a person from
radicalizing.W e can kam from intervention goproaches i other stuations, such as gang prevention.
CVE htervention woul use the sam e princibks and we can m ake real progress by adapting the
kinds of program sw e are ushg h non-counterternorian areas forourneeds.

® Communidesare 8kihg a stong kad . W eve seen this bcally h M ontgom ery County, M D,
where comm unides and law enforcem ent are collBborating to bring religious figures and
eclucation and m entalheath officizls togetherto heb atrisk youth.

e A nonprofi, W ORD E, parnered w th the M ontgom ery County Chief of Police to sst up
an Intervention board. The police Chief has been successfiil h bringihg local governm ent
reourees, uch as mental health professionals and school officihls, and W ORDE has
brought kaders who heb wih rwlgious counseling. The htervention board gets refernals
from the comm uniy, and the board dentified governm ent and com m uniy resources that
could be brought o the Eok © heb.

e Alp, the Mushn Public A ffairs Council rekased thelr Safe Spaces hitbtve, which Is
esentihlly a guide for comm unity centers on how to deal wih viblent extiram ian 1 their
com m unites using a phased goproach of prevention, htervention, and egction.

Com m unity—led C ountemanatives

e Communiteshave alo taken a kad h creatihg countemanatives to violent extrem igts. For
hstance, Som ali com m uniies n M ihneapolis have created “The T ruth About A 1 Shabaab”
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and “Broken D ream &7 to highlight the bankmipt Heology of this terrorist group. A o,
com m unites are utdlizing socialm edia to challenge ISIL onlhne.

Future D irection

& G ovemm ent w ill contihue to support bcal partners’ CVE  fram ew orks, and heb to ensure
Iongtem , susaihabk direction fortheirCVE work.
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