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Here are memos for the last several ICCTs that we've done ... Thanks. 
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Office for Civil Rights & Civil Liberties 
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June 24, 2015 

MEMORA1'DUM 

r)fjice.fhr c·il'if Nigh1., 11i1d Civil l.ihl'rtie1· 

lLS. Dcpartn1t-·nt of Hon1cland Si:curit~ 
\Va~hington, DC 20528 

~- Hom~land 
'""' Security 

MEMORA1'DUM FOR: Megan H, Mack 
Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

FROM: Nadia Bateha 
Senior Policy Advisor 

THROUGH: Karccn1 Shora 
Section Lead, Con1munily Engagement 

SUBJECT: ICCT Call, June 18, 2015, 5 OOpm EST 

Purpose 

·rhis 1nemo serves as a sumn1ary report of the Jncidenl c:ommunity c:oordination 1'ean1 (1(~('1') 
call you hosted on Thursday. June J 8, 20 I 5, 

Sum1nary 

On June 18, 2015 at 5:00 PM EST CRCI~ activated the Incident Conununity Coordination Team 
(ICCT) an ICCT call, The call was scheduled as a result of the June 17, 2015 shooting at the 
historic Emanuel .i\ME C~hurch in Charleston, South Carolina. (}unman Dylann Roof opened fire 
during an evtlning prayer service, killing 9 including church pastor and South Carolina State 
Senator Reverend Cle1nenta Pinckney. The church is predominantly African.A1nerican. Local 
police described the shooting as a possible hate crin1c, Soon after the incident, (~RCL heard fron1 
trusted community partners V\1ho expressed concerns and requested infonnation and points of 
contact as a result of this incident. C'.RCL held the ICCT the day af1tlr the incident in response to 
requests from community leaders and governtncnt partners. 

A cross section of 1\n1erican con11nunities, faith-based co1nn1unities, and non-governn1ental 
organizations participated in the call. 'There \vere a total of 167 callers. Speakers included: 

1. Karee1n Shora, CRC'.L Co1nmunity E.ngagement Section C'.hief, DHS 

2. \lanita Gupta, "i\ssistant Attorney General. Civil Rights Division, DOJ 
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3. Beth Drake, First Assistant U.S. Attorney, LJS Attorney's ()t1iec for District of South 
('arolina 

4. Brian Murphy, Section Chief~ Office of Partnership Engagen1ent, FBI 

5. Rev, David Myers, Director, (:enter for Faith-based & Neighborhood Partnerships, 
DllS 

6. Bob Kolasky, Deputy Assistant Secretary, NPPD, Oflice of Infrastructure Protection, 

OHS 

7. (irandc L.un1, Director, Cointnunity Relations Service, DO.I 

.ti..fter ren1arks by the US govern1nent officials, eo1nn1unity leaders asked questions and provided 
com1nents and feedback. The call was co1npleted by 6: 18 PN1 ES"r after all questions w-ere 
ans\vered fi:otn local leaders. 

Discussion Points 

• All speakers offered their syrnpathies in a difficult tin1c for the nation, condctnncd the 
attack as a heinous hate cri1ne and emphasized the use of all available resources in the 
ongoing investigation. 

• DOJ Civil Rights Division announced that the suspect is under police custody, that DOJ 
is investigating the .attack as a possible hate crime, and that the local US Attorney's 
Office, FBI, and local police are \vorking together in the investigation. 

• The US Attorney\; Office for the District of South Carolina, announced that there \vere 
already pending state charges, and that the US i\ttorney's Office \vas \vorking closely 
with the FBI and loeal police. 

• The FBI reiterated comn1ents from DOJ CRT and assured callers that n1ultiple leads \vere 
being pursued in the investigation. 

• The DHS Center for Faith-based & Neighborhood Partnerships read the staten1ent that 
the President had issued earlier about the incident, and reported that the Faith-Based 
Office \vithin the E,xecurive Office of the President had been also reaching our to faith 
based groups across the country. 

• OHS NPPD provided infonnation on Lhc tools available to keep cornrnunitics and places 
of \\.'Orship safe. NPPD encouraged i::o111n1unity leaders to get in touch \vith their local 
protective security advisors and build close relationships \\iith local lav.' enforcement 

• The DOJ C'o1n1nunity Relations Service spoke on the necessity of co1n1nunity counseling 
and the importance of dialogue. 

O&A and Co1nn1u11ity Feedback 
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• There \Vere several questions that asked if this incident 1,vas an indicator of larger hate 
movements or net1,vorks. FBI and DHS officials responded that because this was a 
pending investigation, they could not com1nent further on specifics at this point. In 
addition. ofticials consistently noted that regardless of factors such as race, gender, or 
religion; each case is deali 1,vith in the sa1ne approach, based on investigation and 
intelligence. (This was asked in different fom1s by: African~A1nerican Ministers 
Leadership Council; Llnited Ministries of TN; Muslim Advocates; and Henry (Jreen 
Consulting). 

• A 111cn1bcr of the C:hristian E1ncrgcncy Network asked for claritication on the 1nain point 
of contact or the DHS Protective Security 1\dvisor (PS1\) responsible for organizing and 
coordinating efforts on the ground to support affected co1nmunities in South Carolina. 
The ll.S. Atto111ey's Office for the District of South Carolina advised her to email her 
personal e1nail address for specific details. (Asked by: Christian Emergency Network). 

• Several comn1unity leaders asked for resources for keeping co1n1nunities safe. A 
con1111unity leader specifically asked for guidance on the kind of support he should 
provide to the n1e1nbers of his Church who feel insecure attending services and therefore 
are considering arming ihe1nselves for religious services. DHS NPPD encouraged these 
con1n1unity leaders to contact their local protective security advisors. The DOJ 
L~o1111nunity Relations Service advised the leader to engage \Vith local la\v cnforcc1nent 
on this issue and set up patrols and additional security reinforce1nents as needed. CRCL 
prornised to send art email containing a con1prehtinsive list of resources. (Asktid by: 
African An1erican l\1inisters Leadership Council, Zion Baptist Church, First Baptist 
Church). 

• Several co1n1nunity leaders n1entioned that Vi/e needed a larger conversation around race 

• A Muslitn con11nunity leader noted that according to a 2005 DOJ Report, South Carolina 
1,vas one of a handful of states 'vith no state statutes on prosecuting hate crin1es. The US 
Attorney's (Jfficc for the District of South C~arolina, said that there were 1nany other tools 
available to prosecute hate crin1es or sitnilar violence. (Asked by: Jsla1nic Society of 
North I\n1erica). 

• A Musli1n co1nmunity leader noted that there \Vere sin1ilar incidents of hate against the 
rvluslin1 con11nunity and asked for law entOrcerntint to look to the broader scope of 
terroristn. The FBI confirrned that it conducts extensive investigations into violent white 
suprcn1acist and other violent don1cstic hate groups, and that if con1munitics believed 
otheri.vise, then they had to increase their engage1nent to correct this 1nisperception. 
Another conununity leader representing the All Dulles Area Muslim Society (.i\DAMS) 
Center n1entioned that Ra1nadan had started and Muslin1s i.vere sharing their thoughts and 
concerns about keeping safe during evening prayers. Another Muslin1 co1nn1unity leader 
asked about ('ountering Violent Extre1nis1n (C'VE) progra1nn1ing. The FBI n1entioned 
that the govern1nent's CV'E ~·ork was not lirnited to any particular ideology. (1\sked by: 
ADAMS Center and Council on .A.n1erican~Islamic Relations). 
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