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L E T T E R F RO M T H E BOA RD

T 
his is a moment of great challenge for our country. The Constitution 
and the rule of law face new and unnerving threats. The Brennan 
Center for Justice at NYU School of Law plays a pivotal and unique 
role in the fight for our ideals.

The nonpartisan Brennan Center is a think tank, rooting its work in rigorous 
research and cutting-edge social science. It is an advocacy group in the 
courts, legislatures, and the halls of Congress. And it is a communications 
hub, providing credible and independent expert analysis. 

Amid intense polarization, it is vital to work across ideological lines.  
In 2025 the Brennan Center partnered with conservative and progressive allies, 
experts, and former government officials in a broad civic campaign for the 
rule of law. We strengthened our Board of Directors, bringing on prominent 
former top legal officials from Republican and Democratic administrations. 

The Brennan Center continues in its lead role working to protect the 
freedom to vote. We are proud that The Guardian called us “the foremost 
non-partisan organization devoted to voting rights and voting reform.”  
Going forward, nothing is more important.

We are proud to lead the Board of the Brennan Center. Its staff are skilled, 
dedicated, and committed to the nation’s ideals.

We are deeply grateful to our supporters for making this work possible.  
The Brennan Center receives no funds from government or our partners  
at NYU School of Law. We are entirely supported by 40,000 donors from 
across the country who care about the rule of law. Your commitment gives  
us the wind at our backs. 

Defending 
 the Constitution

Christine A. Varney 
Co-chair, Board of Directors

Kimberley D. Harris 
Co-chair, Board of Directors 
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showed this bill would block tens of millions 
from registering and voting. The House passed 
the measure, but it stalled in the Senate after 
our advocacy campaign. The fight continues 
into the new year. 

Then, when an executive order purported  
to take personal control of elections, we and 
others successfully sued to block it. “The states 
have initial authority to regulate elections,”  
the judge wrote. “Congress has supervisory 
authority over those regulations. The President 
does not feature at all.”

We enlisted law enforcement. We hired 
former top federal cyber experts to consult  
with state and county officials. When the 
Justice Department tried to hoover up sensitive 
voter data all over the country, we trained state 
lawyers on how to respond — and courts have 
rejected the move. 

Our conclusion: America can have free and 
fair elections in 2026 — if we fight for them.  
Our motto is “Don’t despair, prepare.”

But that is not enough. This is a time of  
public disquiet, distrust of institutions, a rising 
call for change. What will count is not what we 
are against, but what we are for. The country 
craves innovative solutions and bold reforms. 
We must think anew.

So finally, the Brennan Center again is 
emerging as a hub for innovative policy develop-
ment. Our Kohlberg Center on the U.S. Supreme 
Court advances proposals for an 18-year term 
limit for justices. We have advanced bold new 

At the founding, Thomas Paine wrote:  
“In America, the law is king.” We are 
finding out if that is still true.

In 2025, the Constitution and the  
rule of law endured an unprecedented assault. 
Troops in the streets. Political prosecutions. 
Lawless executive orders. Attacks on law firms, 
universities, immigrants, and civil society. And 
more. Yet by year’s end, it became clear that 
there was a response, a robust and increasingly 
effective movement to defend our core values.

The Brennan Center for Justice plays a  
critical role in this fight for American democracy. 
We were made for this moment.

In 2025 we pursued three broad strategies. 
First, we responded to the executive power 

grab — the great constitutional issue of our 
time. Our scholars and advocates have the 
leading expertise in emergency powers used 
and abused by presidents. We worked with 
conservative and progressive allies to file 
dozens of friend-of-the-court briefs in key  
cases — culminating in the landmark ruling that 
blocked President Trump’s illegal imposition  
of worldwide tariffs.

Second, we fought for free and fair elections. 
Journalists, lawmakers, allies, and courts look 
to us for our credible nonpartisan expertise. 
Over the summer, we first blew the whistle  
on a concerted drive to undermine the vote. 
Donald Trump has his plan — so do we. 

The Brennan Center led the national cam-
paign against the SAVE Act. Our research 

Checks, Balances,  
and Democracy

L E T T E R F RO M T H E PRE SI D E N T

2 B R E N N A N  C E N T E R  F O R  J U S T I C E



Michael Waldman 
President and CEO

We are grateful for the support of our 
generous donors. You make our work possible. 

This is our nation’s 250th anniversary.  
We take heart from something Thomas Paine 
wrote at the conclusion of Common Sense:  
“We have it in our power to begin the world  
over again.”

steps to fight corruption and curb big money in 
politics. A new partnership with Fisk University, 
an esteemed HBCU in Nashville, will provide 
research and policy development in the South. 
We highlight prison reforms that work around 
the country. Our Future of the Constitution 
Project aims to craft an alternative to cramped 
originalism. And much more. 

To advance this work we have redoubled our 
focus on a creative, cutting-edge communica-
tions strategy. We have earned trust from 
traditional media. Now our newsletters have 
500,000 subscribers, seven million people 
visit our website each year, and podcasts and 
“vertical videos” reach millions more. Our 
Spanish language media platforms extend that 
reach. We work with influencers and content 
creators to educate new audiences. 

There is a hunger for facts, for insight, for 
expertise, and information — and we work to 
meet it. The 190‑person staff of the Brennan 
Center took to this challenge with focus, 
commitment, and spirit. Ill
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The Brennan 
Center works  
to build an 
America that  
is democratic, 
just, and free —



. . . for all.



In recent years American elections 
were secure and accurate. Election 
officials, law enforcement, and  
civil society banded together across  
party lines. The system held. 

In 2025 a new threat emerged:  
the federal government itself.  
The president and his administration 
launched a concerted strategy to 
undermine American elections. 

O U R WO RK I N  2 02 5

Protecting  
Free and Fair 
Elections 
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O U R  R E S P O N S E

We launched precision-targeted digital ads, 
met with lawmakers, and held extensive 
congressional staff briefings and press 
conferences with civil rights and grassroots allies.

O U R  I M P A C T

SAVE passed the House in 2025. The result of  
our robust public education and advocacy drive:  
When it reached the Senate, Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer declared the bill “dead on arrival.” A version 
of the bill again passed the House in early 2026 
and is now before the Senate. We have revived our 
advocacy campaign in full force. The fight continues. 

Blocking the SAVE Act
We lead opposition to the SAVE Act, an egregious 
voter suppression bill that would effectively 
require Americans to produce a passport or birth 
certificate to register. Our research shows at least 
21 million citizens lack ready access to those 
documents. Millions more married women who 
have changed their names could face additional 
barriers. Elections could be thrown into chaos. 

2.2M
views of a single 

Brennan Center X post

1M+ 
views of our expert 
website analyses 

1.5M
views through our  

outreach with social 
media influencers

50,000+
constituent emails  
and phone calls to  

members of  
Congress
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Fighting Trump’s Attempt  
to Take Over Elections 
In March 2025, President Trump signed an 
executive order purporting to take personal 
control of elections in the United States. It sought 
to require Americans to produce a passport 
to register to vote using the federal form and 
would have led to decertification of most voting 
machines. It even ordered states to provide 
sensitive voter information to Elon Musk’s DOGE.

O U R  R E S P O N S E

Together with allies, we sued on behalf of  
the League of Women Voters.

O U R  I M P A C T 

On October 31, we won our suit to block the worst  
parts of this power grab. The legal fight will continue.

Protecting Election Security 
In 2025, the Trump administration 
purged the federal government’s 
election security operation. If 
Washington won’t protect elections, 
the Brennan Center will.

O U R  R E S P O N S E 

We hired the U.S. Navy’s former cyber chief and two top 
White House security officials to help lead what we call the 
“Situation Room” — 25 intelligence experts, attorneys, 
technologists, election administrators, former military, 
and law enforcement officials who meet monthly to 
monitor and respond to emerging risks. A first step:  
Our experts trained hundreds of lawyers representing local 
officials from around the country on how to respond to 
improper federal demands.

And we’re filling in a key missing piece, producing  
state-by-state guides to help officials navigate laws 
governing election interference.

 “Our Constitution 
entrusts Congress 
and the States — 
not the President — 
with the power  
to regulate federal 
elections.”  

U.S. District Judge Colleen  
Kollar-Kotelly in League of  
Women Voters v. Trump
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O U R  R E S P O N S E

The coalition has conducted more than 200 trainings in  
40 states to help law enforcement prepare for the vote and 
deter political violence. 

On Election Day, police across the country carried 100,000 
pocket guides we drafted explaining how to protect elections. 

This work continued in 2025 — especially around the off-
year contests in New Jersey, Virginia, and California. With 
the federal government in retreat and possibly a threat, the 
demand for this work has grown significantly. Already, CSSE 
has planned 100 sessions around the country for 2026.

O U R  R E S P O N S E

In Louisiana v. Callais, which the Court heard in October,  
our scholars urged the justices to understand the historical 
significance of the law and its impact on democracy. 

We convened civil rights group leaders and litigators  
to map next steps should the Court act. A misguided ruling 
could devastate representation for voters of color, tilt partisan 
outcomes, and lead to a new frenzy of gerrymandering.

Enlisting Law Enforcement
The Committee for Safe and Secure 
Elections (CSSE) brings together law 
enforcement and election officials.  
We organized it in 2021 with the 
conservative group R Street and  
others. CSSE has become a major  
force on election security. 

Fighting for Representation
A new Supreme Court ruling  
may demolish the remaining  
effectiveness of the Voting Rights  
Act, perhaps the nation’s most  
successful civil rights law. 

10 B R E N N A N  C E N T E R  F O R  J U S T I C E



O U R  R E S P O N S E

We monitored and exposed the Justice Department’s 
demands to 48 states and Washington, DC, for  
sensitive and confidential voter files. State attorney 
general offices rely on our widely cited tracker. 

We went to court in multiple states to challenge  
these unlawful requests. 

O U R  I M P A C T

Three federal courts, so far, have ruled that the federal 
government has no power to obtain these records. 

After the FBI raided election offices in Fulton County, 
Georgia, our video explainer garnered nearly 500,000 
views in a week.

Protecting the Vote 
In 2020, election denial efforts focused 
on pandemic-era vote by mail. In 2024, 
it appeared the greatest threat would 
seek to deny certification of elections. 
Now, the effort to undermine the 
election increasingly focuses on data: 
an unprecedented and unlawful effort 
by the federal government to hoover  
up sensitive voter files. 

We went  
to court  
in Maine,  

New York,  
Vermont,  

and elsewhere 
to challenge 

these unlawful 
requests. 

States that have received requests for their complete voter registration lists from the DOJ. 

Sued by the DOJ for not providing complete voter list, including driver’s license numbers and partial Social Security numbers.

Tracking the Justice Department’s demands to 48 states  
to provide sensitive and confidential voter files.
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The great constitutional issue of 
2025 was the extraordinary bid  
to expand presidential power. The 
executive sought to vastly widen 
its authority, upending checks  
and balances and overriding  
the rule of law. We mobilized to 
respond. Our years of expertise on 
emergency powers have proved 
highly relevant, as President 
Trump declared a record nine 
emergencies in one year alone.

O U R WO RK I N  2 02 5

Countering  
Abuses of  
Presidential  
Power
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O U R  R E S P O N S E

Our experts educated the media, briefed Congress,  
and participated in litigation. Together with  
the libertarian Cato Institute, we urged a federal 
appeals court to rule that this use of the Alien 
Enemies Act is illegal. 

O U R  I M P A C T

The court agreed. The ruling’s sole dissent devoted  
10 pages attempting to rebut our brief. The Supreme 
Court will likely hear the case in 2026. 

Alien Enemies Act 
The Alien Enemies Act is the last remaining  
part of the Alien and Sedition Acts. A wartime 
law, it was used only during the War of 1812, World 
War I, and most notoriously to detain Japanese 
and other foreign nationals during World War II.  
Now, in peacetime, the government used it to 
detain and deport Venezuelans without due 
process, claiming an “invasion.” 

16 MILLION
views of a video campaign  
we created to spread the  

word that President Trump might 
invoke the Alien Enemies Act  

three months before  
he actually did

500K
views of videos  
we developed in 

collaboration with 
content creators

“All it does is virtually 
guarantee that innocent 
people will also be deported.”

Elizabeth Goitein on C-SPAN

“A wartime authority cannot  
be used for peacetime 
immigration enforcement.” 

Katherine Yon Ebright on CBS News
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Constitution Crisis  
Litigation Project
More than 150 federal trial courts 
acted to block or blunt President 
Trump’s abuses of executive authority.  
But appeals courts and the Supreme 
Court loomed: more ideological, more 
political, and more willing to embrace 
executive power.

O U R  R E S P O N S E 

We mobilized attorneys from across the organization,  
aided by pro bono support from a number of law firms,  
to draft or coordinate dozens of friend-of-the-court briefs  
in these high-stakes cases. Issues included the 
impoundment of congressionally appropriated funds, 
the Constitution’s guarantee of birthright citizenship, the 
dismantling of agencies, and the firing of independent 
agency heads. 

We represented 157 members of Congress challenging the 
administration’s attempts to freeze federal funding across  
the board, and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) and other lawmakers 
challenging the firing of two members of the Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Oversight Board. 

Our Historians Council of top scholars challenged misguided 
use of history. One brief, in the case involving the illegal 
attempt to fire Federal Reserve Governor Lisa Cook, was 
debated extensively at the Supreme Court.
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O U R  R E S P O N S E

The Brennan Center filed five briefs challenging  
that power grab, beginning with a case brought  
by the conservative New Civil Liberties Alliance.

O U R  I M P A C T

Federal courts repeatedly agreed. Former federal judge 
Michael McConnell described the litigation as “the most 
significant case on presidential power since the steel 
seizure case in 1952.” 

In February 2026 in a 6 to 3 decision, the Supreme 
Court held that Trump’s tariffs exceeded his authority 
under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act. 

Fighting Illegal Tariffs
Presidents do not have unilateral power to 
impose sweeping global tariffs. President 
Trump’s “Liberation Day” plan upended 
markets and raised trade barriers to their 
highest level since the 1930s — all without 
congressional approval. 

FILED FILED

FILED FILED

“For what more 
momentous 
controversy might 
the Court be 
hoarding the prestige 
that enables it to do 
its duty to police 
the excesses of the 
political branches?”

Washington Post columnist  
George F. Will lauding our brief

FILED

The Supreme  
Court agreed:  

President Trump  
can’t impose sweeping 

 global tariffs. 
We filed five briefs  

challenging this  
power grab.
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Troops in the Streets 
Throughout the year, the administration inserted  
the military into routine law enforcement in 
unprecedented ways. As protests over ICE raids 
grew, it federalized and deployed California  
National Guard forces and active-duty Marines  
in Los Angeles. President Trump later escalated  
his domestic military use by asserting control  
over policing in Washington, DC, deploying the 
National Guard, bringing in out-of-state forces,  
and surging federal agents onto the streets. 

O U R  R E S P O N S E

We coordinated a legal campaign supporting  
Governor Gavin Newsom’s response. 

Our experts became a first call for major media  
outlets and published widely cited analyses. 

We began to build support in Congress to strengthen  
the laws against misuse of the military.

O U R  I M P A C T 

In September a federal district court concluded that the 
administration had violated the Posse Comitatus Act. 

The Brennan Center was a first call 
placed by every major media outlet 
seeking expert analysis. 

ABA Journal, ABC News Live, Arizona 
Republic, Associated Press, CBS 
Evening News Plus, CBS News, 
Chicago Sun, CNN, Courthouse News 
Service, Defense One, Democracy 
Now!, Forbes, The Hill, The Intercept, 
Just Security, Just Security Podcast, 
Katie Couric (Substack podcast), 
Lawfare Daily Podcast, The Miami 
Herald, MSNBC, The Nation, National 
Journal, The New Yorker, The New 
York Times, NPR, NPR’s 1A, NPR’s 
Morning Edition, PBS NewsHour, 
PolitiFact, Roll Call, Stateline, Texas 
Public Radio, The Atlantic, The 
Christian Science Monitor, U.S. News 
& World Report, USA Today, Vanity 
Fair, Verify, Vox, Vox’s Today, Explained 
Podcast, Washington Post, WBUR’s 
Here & Now, WNYC’s On the Media, 
among others.
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Crafting the  
next generation  
of reform — 

Anti-Corruption 
Solutions

Supreme Court  
Reform 

Partnership 
 for Southern 

Impact

Published a new policy 
reform series

Launched Brennan 
 Center Ventures

Organized a first-ever national 
conference on Court reform

Working with Fisk 
University to build more 
representative state and 

local governments

Established partnerships to share 
research and policy support to 

southern state legislators

Introduced a newsletter  
by leading journalist  

Jesse Wegman



. . . transformative ideas
that can power change.

Boosting Prison  
Reform

Future of the 
Constitution 

Project

Enlisting 
Historians

Leading a democracy-centered 
approach to constitutional 

interpretation

Reached across the political 
aisle to promote dignity and 

reduce recidivism

Built a broad coalition  
to rethink constitutional 

interpretation

Published a guide to 
help litigators counter 
originalist arguments

Organized amicus  
brief campaigns in 

high-stakes litigation

Outlining promising  
initiatives with  

bipartisan support

What will come after the wreckage of this moment? The Brennan Center long 
has been a source for public policy innovation. Our proposals for automatic  
voter registration, small donor public financing, and more formed the heart  
of the landmark Freedom to Vote Act, which nearly passed Congress in 2022. 
Now the Brennan Center is formulating bold new ideas to solve the problems  
of today and strengthen our democracy for the future.



F U T U R E  O F  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  P R O J E C T

Returning the Constitution  
to the People 
What is a compelling alternative to  
the cramped originalist vision now 
dominating constitutional law?

In 2025, the Brennan Center worked with  
scholars, lawyers, and movement leaders to 
articulate an affirmative vision of the  
Constitution’s meaning and promise.  
This new approach sees the fostering of demo-
cratic self-government as the Constitution’s  
animating principle. In the coming year,  
the Brennan Center will sponsor academic  
symposia and public events to spur new  
thinking on how a democracy-centered 
approach to constitutional interpretation is  
better suited to advancing the Constitution’s  
fundamental purposes than the backwards- 
looking originalist frame.

 “I do believe that we  
have a government  
that was created  
for the people and  
by the people.” 
Rep. Jamie Raskin  
of Maryland  
at the National  
Constitution Center

A N T I - C O R R U P T I O N  S O L U T I O N S

Prescriptions for an  
Ailing Democracy 
We launched Solutions, a policy  
reform series to modernize and 
revitalize democratic institutions.

The series began in January 2026 with Nine 
Solutions for Corruption in America. Provisions 
include a constitutional amendment to overturn 
Citizens United and other misguided Supreme 
Court rulings, a ban on congressional stock 
trading, a new federal ethics agency, and more. 
Of particular note: It calls for a constitutional 
amendment to take away the power of  
presidents to issue corrupt pardons. 

Upcoming volumes will put forward ideas on 
voting and representation, federal courts, and 
executive power and propose ways to strengthen 
Congress and amend the Constitution. We will 
bring our core expertise to emerging areas of 
democracy innovation, including solutions to 
advance the “abundance” argument for efficient 
government while ensuring accountability to 
citizens and viability in polarized times. 

The Solutions series is  
an inaugural project of a 
new initiative, Brennan 
Center Ventures, which 
aims to accelerate 
development of new 
ideas to reimagine  
American democracy. 

B O O S T I N G  P R I S O N  R E F O R M   

A Quiet Revolution in Prison Reform
Criminal justice experts are finalizing a major report outlining the most promising prison 
reform initiatives across the country, in states governed by Republicans and Democrats.

Research involved three years of site visits to a dozen states and other nations. The reforms —  
which include better living conditions, skill-building and educational initiatives, and new approaches  
to how staff interact with incarcerated people — suggest that a focus on rehabilitation will yield  
safer prisons, better post-release outcomes, and improved public safety.
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Brennan  
Center Ventures
will propose policy 

reform for American 
democracy.
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E N L I S T I N G  H I S T O R I A N S 

Countering Misguided  
Uses of History
The Brennan Center’s scholars and 
attorneys work to counter misguided 
use of history in constitutional law. 

Countering Originalism is a one-of-a-kind 
guide for litigators and others who now must  
rely on and respond to historical arguments,  
often bogus, in everyday legal practice. And the 
Center’s Historians Council enlists the nation’s 
top academic historians to file briefs, publish 
articles, and speak out in the media for a better 
understanding of the democratic impulses that 
undergird the Constitution and the more than 
two centuries that followed its enactment. 

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  R E F O R M

A Better Supreme Court
The Kohlberg Center on the U.S. Supreme 
Court advanced its drive to lay the 
groundwork for Supreme Court reform. 

It convened a first-ever national conference  
on Supreme Court reform at NYU Law in June. 
The conference brought together 90 scholars, 
advocates, and former judges from across the 
political spectrum. They assessed how to bol-
ster confidence in the Court, the role of public 
opinion, and the need for reform, including term 
limits. The gathering built on conversations 
with dozens of conservative legal activists 
aiming to find common ground. An advisory 
committee of former judges and scholars 
helped steer the work. 

At year’s end, former New 
York Times editorial board 
member Jesse Wegman 
joined the Center. Among 
other things, he will launch 
Major Questions with Jesse 
Wegman, a regular newslet-
ter on the Court and reform. 

P A R T N E R S H I P  F O R  S O U T H E R N  I M P A C T

A New Partnership  
for a New South
The South is the nation’s fastest 
growing region, with nearly all growth 
coming from communities of color.  
Yet it has the worst voter suppression, 
extreme gerrymandering, and the 
harshest criminal justice systems.

Thanks to a generous anonymous bequest,  
we have deepened our work in that dynamic 
area of the country.

In October we launched a Partnership  
for Southern Impact with Fisk University,  
a historically Black university in Nashville,  
and its John R. Lewis Center for Social Justice. 
We began with a Southern legislators’  
conference, recognizing the need for new policy 
development among often under-resourced 
policymakers. One hundred advocates, law-
makers, city councilors, scholars, and student 
leaders came from across the region. They 
discussed criminal justice reform, AI and public 
policy, voting and redistricting, state leadership, 
and nonprofit advocacy, and concluded with a 
journalists’ roundtable moderated by Cynthia 
Tucker of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Provost Brian Nelms, President Agenia Clark, and  
Dr. Sekou Franklin of Fisk University with Brennan Center 
leadership and board members 

90
thought leaders 

joined our  
conference.
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Just  
ask our 
experts.



3 Pulitzer Prize–  
winning journalists. 
60 attorneys. 3 former 
state secretaries of 
state. The U.S. Navy’s 
former cyber chief.  
A homeland security 
adviser. 5 former 
prosecutors. 14 social 
scientists. 9 former 
Capitol Hill staff. 190 
full-time employees. 



Getting the 
Word Out

New Brennan Center in DC 
In October, we moved into our new Washington, DC, office  
at 777 6th Street NW in Gallery Place. With nearly 19,000 square  
feet, the workspace is about double the size of the previous office.  
It includes public spaces and conference rooms, workstations,  
and private offices, able to accommodate a staff of up to 67 people.  
This will be a wonderful place to work and a great way to enhance  
our impact in the capital. 
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The Briefing began as a weekly newsletter written by Brennan Center 
President Michael Waldman analyzing urgent issues facing our 
democracy. The next phase extended into a video podcast in late 
2025 to meet new audiences where they are — online, on streaming 
platforms, and on social media. Episodes feature experts from the 
Brennan Center as well as thinkers from across the ideological 
spectrum, such as Yuval Levin, Shalanda Young, David Frum, Jane 
Mayer, and NYU Law Professor Kenji Yoshino (pictured below, with 
Waldman). In just a few months, it has amassed 150k+ listeners 
across platforms, and clips from the show have garnered millions  
of views across social media.

The Brennan Center facilitated 
and filed more than 50 amicus 
briefs arguing against abuses 
of executive power, including 
Trump’s sweeping global 
tariffs and invocation of the 
Alien Enemies Act. Others 
focused on keeping elections 
free and fair by defending 
campaign finance limits, 
states’ authority to administer 
elections, and the bedrock 
principle that voting rules  
can’t be changed postelection.  
Our Historians Council filed 
briefs supporting challenges  
to Trump’s attempt to 
eliminate birthright citizenship 
and remove independent 
agency heads.

Former Department  
of Justice Officials 
Join Brennan  
Center’s Board

Tracking  
Voting Laws

The Briefing with  
Michael Waldman

Friend-of-  
the-Court  
Briefs

Since 2011, the Brennan  
Center has published an 
annual roundup of voting 
laws that were introduced, 
passed, and blocked across  
the country. This series  
tracks measures that restrict 
or expand voting access, 
improve security, or undermine 
election integrity. In 2025,  
the Brennan Center began a 
new partnership with UC 
Berkeley’s Goldman School  
of Public Policy to continue  
this important work.

The Brennan Center’s board welcomed  
two new leaders: former U.S. Associate 
Attorney General Vanita Gupta (top right), 
who served under President Joe Biden,  
and former Acting Attorney General  
Peter Keisler (bottom right), who served 
under President George W. Bush. Their 
commitment to civil rights and voting rights 
will help drive the Center’s work. And their 
insight into the Justice Department is  
vital as the agency faces politicization.
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Brennan Center  
Experts in the News

Hernandez Stroud on Inside City Hall

Wendy Weiser on Velshi

Sean Morales-Doyle on The Saturday Show with Jonathan Capehart

Alicia Bannon (right) with Soledad O’Brien on Matter of Fact

Michael Waldman (right) on NY1

Barton Gellman on PBS NewsHour
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State Court Report and the Northwestern University 
Law Review hosted a two-day symposium exploring 
the future of state constitutional rights, including 
rights protected by state constitutions, state 
constitutional amendments, and emerging issues  
in areas such as LGBTQ+ rights and voting rights. 

Chief Judge Jeffrey S. Sutton (right), Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit, in conversation with Professor Daniel B. Rodriguez  
of the Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

The Power of State 
Constitutional Rights

Texas Tribune Festival
State Court Report moderated a panel in an event 
featuring leading figures in politics and media. The panel 
discussed problems with partisan judicial elections, 
redistricting, and public confidence in the courts.

Protecting Elections
The Brennan Center’s LaTasha Hill with Tina Barton, 
Co-Chair of the Committee for Safe and Secure 
Elections (see more on p. 10), at the National Associa-
tion of Women Law Enforcement Executives. 

The Fight to Vote,  
Then and Now
Thirty Brennan Center staff members went to 
Alabama to mark the 60th anniversary of the  
march from Selma to Montgomery that spurred  
the passage of the Voting Rights Act. The visit 
provided an opportunity to engage in deep historical 
education, connect with regional leaders, and 
reflect on the ongoing struggle for democracy  
and justice in the South. Among other events,  
Kareem Crayton (below, far right) moderated  
the Legislating in the Dynamic South panel  
with state representatives from Tennessee, 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.
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Media Hits	  1,580

Donors  40,000

Newsletter   	   
Subscribers 	 	  500,000

Social Followers	 566,000

Website Visitors	 7,400,000

Video Views	  7,500,000 

Social 	  
Impressions     19,500,000

3X 
follower growth  
on Instagram in  

only one year

Our Reach in 2025  
by the Numbers

National Association  
of Hispanic Journalists
The Brennan Center spoke at the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists conference  
in Chicago to network with reporters and editors 
from both national and regional news outlets  
and participate in panels. 

Above, from left, Gabriella Sanchez, Kira Romero-Craft,  
Larry Norden, and Mireya Navarro

Our Research  
Capacity Grows
We expanded our research capacity in 2025 to  
now include 14 full-time social scientists,  
9 of whom hold PhDs, as well as 6 social science 
research fellows and contract researchers. The 
additions include a new data visualization expert and  
a postdoctoral research fellow whose expertise 
bridges the gap between political science research 
and the law. We also established a Research Ethics 
Committee (pictured above) to ensure that research 
practices are held to the highest standard of excellence. 
Its members will play a key role in advising projects 
involving human subjects and highly sensitive topics.

+

239
vertical  
videos 
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Public  
Opinion 
Research

Website Refresh
Our redesigned website 
features streamlined global 
navigation, better content 
discoverability, enhanced 
mobile and search experience, 
a more interactive home page 
design, and a new explainer 
landing page to highlight our 
most-viewed content type. 

This Is Why We Need  
Checks and Balances 
We launched a campaign, funded by the Kettering Foundation, that 
targeted key independent and center-right digital audiences with a 
video about the importance of checks and balances and due process.  
The video received 24 million views on platforms such as Hulu, Meta, 
Reddit, and YouTube.

To maximize our reach and our impact with diverse audiences, the Brennan Center  
has focused on building out our capacity for message testing, focus groups, and polling.  
The findings from this work help us craft communications strategies that support  
our advocacy goals. The research team led our efforts to build on our expertise  
in and access to voter data to create our in-house capacity to conduct nationally 
representative surveys. 

Content Creators
The Brennan Center has partnered with 
carefully vetted content creators to 
expose geographically and ideologically 
diverse new audiences to our issues. 
We hosted two creator summits in our 
New York City office, bringing together 
more than 50 creators with a combined 
following of more than 15 million.  
Our experts shared key talking points, 
answered questions, and deepened 
relationships with creators eager to 
promote our work in the future.

24 MILLION
views across  
social media
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Brennan  
Legacy 
Awards 
The Brennan Center’s 
annual gala gathers 500+ 
supporters and partners 
for an inspiring evening that 
celebrates leaders in the 
fight for democracy and 
justice. In 2025, we honored 
Governor Wes Moore of 
Maryland for his public 
and private sector service 
to advance justice, equity, 
and opportunity. We also 
paid tribute to the cast and 
creators of the Tony Award–
winning Broadway musical 
Suffs for telling the story of 
the courageous suffragists 
who fought for women’s 
right to vote. 

Brennan Center President  
and CEO Michael Waldman
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Maryland Governor Wes Moore

Brennan Center Board Co-Chairs  
Christine Varney (left) and Kimberley Harris (right)

Suffs producers Jill Furman (left) and Rachel Sussman (right), with  
Celina Stewart, CEO of the League of Women Voters of the United States 

Founding Brennan Center  
Board member Tom Jorde

Members of the cast of Suffs

Brennan Center Board member and  
NYU Law Dean Troy McKenzie (right) with  
NYU Law alumnus Rafiq Kalam Id-Din II
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 72%
Programs

19%
Management  

and Administration

9%
Fundraising

2%
Annual  

Gala  

77%
Individuals and 

Family Foundations

Programs  $41,606,979

Management  
and Administration  $10,841,184 

Fundraising  $5,111,745

Total $57,559,908 

ExpensesOperating Support
Individuals and Family Foundations $45,659,337 

Institutional Foundations  
and Corporations $12,572,408

Annual Gala $1,346,141 

Total  $59,577,886*

As of June 30, 2025, the Brennan Center’s net assets totaled $292,502,167. Most of these funds (approximately $190,000,000)  
are Board-designated for a quasi-endowment or donor-restricted for special long-term initiatives. The remainder reflects 

approximately 1.5 years of current expenses; our operating budget for fiscal year 2026 is $66,599,648.

*This total comprises all funds awarded during fiscal year 2025, including multiyear grants intended for use in future periods.  
It does not include the estimated monetary value of donated legal services provided by our law firm partners (list on opposite page). 

 21%
Institutional  

Foundations and 
Corporations

Our Financials
In 2025, the Brennan Center responded forcefully to ever-escalating attacks on free and  
fair elections, checks and balances, and the rule of law. This work was possible only with  
the generous support of donors who share our commitment to democracy and justice. 

We are proud to have earned the trust of more than 40,000 individuals and families,  
charitable foundations, law firms, and business supporters. We rely entirely on gifts  
and grants from this dedicated community — we receive no funding from New York  
University or government sources. Our four-star Charity Navigator rating and Candid  
Platinum Seal reflect high standards of financial management and transparency.
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A growing list of supporters dedicated to protecting 
democracy over the long haul have included the 
Brennan Center in their estate planning as members 
of the Brennan Legacy Circle. 

These commitments are now a vital source  
of financial stability — we received significant 
bequests in fiscal year 2025 to help ensure  
our future strength.

Planned Giving

Ensuring a  
Sustainable Future Join Us

Legacy Circle members are a  
valued pillar of our donor community  

and receive special updates and  
invitations to briefings and  

events, among other benefits. 

Learn how to pledge your  
intent and join the Circle at  

brennancenter.org/ 
plannedgiving.

Pro Bono Partners
Our work in 2025 depended on the support of legal leaders who fought alongside us for 
democracy, justice, and the rule of law. We are tremendously grateful for their commitment. 

Anderson Kreiger 

Arnold & Porter

Bailey & Glasser, LLP

Cleary Gottlieb

Complex Appellate Litigation Group

Covington & Burling LLP 

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Debevoise & Plimpton 

Freshfields 

Friedman Kaplan 

Groombridge, Wu, Baughman & Stone LLP

Holwell Shuster & Goldberg LLP 

Jenner & Block LLP

Kaplan & Grady LLC 

Kendall Brill & Kelly LLP 

Kendrick & Leonard, P.C. 

Kieve Law Offices 

Law Offices of Deborah A. LaBelle 

Levine Lee 

Mayer Brown 

McDermott Will & Schulte 

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

Perry Law 

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP 

Ropes & Gray LLP

Steptoe 

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

WilmerHale

We also want to thank the following firms for providing legal advice and guidance to the Brennan Center this year: 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP; Harmon, Curran, Spielberg & Eisenberg; Kauff McGuire & Margolis; Kostelanetz;  
and Zuckerman Spaeder LLP. 
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Our Supporters
The Brennan Center is powered by the generous partnership of donors 
from across the nation. We extend deep gratitude and appreciation to 
those who supported our work in 2025 — and are pleased to recognize 
some of our most dedicated contributors here.

We sincerely regret any omissions or incorrect listings. 
Please contact us at donations@brennan.law.nyu.edu with updates.

$1,000,000+

Arnold Ventures

Cardinal Brook Trust

Election Trust Initiative

Endeavor Foundation

Jerome L. Greene Foundation

Pivotal

Scarlet Feather Fund

$500,000–$999,999

Ford Foundation

Susie and Michael Gelman

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Kaphan Foundation

James A. Kohlberg

The John and Wendy Neu Foundation

Estate of Sandra Sheldon

Bernard and Anne Spitzer Charitable Trust

The Three Summers Fund

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

$250,000–$499,999

Bohemian Foundation

Carnegie Corporation of New York

Cynthia Crossen and James Gleick

Democracy Fund

Marc Fasteau and Anne G. Fredericks  

Charitable Fund

The Joyce Foundation

Steve and Priscilla Kersten and  

Square One Foundation

Charles F. Kettering Foundation

The Klarman Family Foundation

Leon Levy Foundation

The Mai Family Foundation

Moxie Fund

NEO Philanthropy

Pilot House Philanthropy

The Schooner Foundation

Solidarity Giving

Zegar Family Foundation

$100,000–$249,999

Autumn Fund

Bainum Family Foundation

Marcie and Forrest Berkley

Alan and Madeline Blinder

Charina Endowment Fund

Collaborative for Gender and  

Reproductive Equity

The Cooper-Siegel Family Foundation

Cornerstone Foundation

CS Fund/Warsh Mott Legacy

Quinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan

Les Fagen

Fair Representation in Redistricting

Fore River Foundation

Martha Gabbert

Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund

Susan Sachs Goldman

Goodnation Foundation

Horace and Amy Hagedorn Fund

Sondra and Steve Hardis

Heising-Simons Foundation

Heller Foundation

Estate of Deborah Holtz

The Robert F. and Lynn D. Johnston Family Fund

Mark Larson and Tina Cole

Levin-Goffe Family Foundation

The Shirley and Milton Levy Family  

Charitable Trust

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

Mapleside II Family

The Charles and Patricia Nelson Matkowski 

2020 Living Trust

Special Thanks
The work of the Brennan Center for Justice also happens 
thanks to the contributions of many supporters not listed 
here, including those who contribute through collaborative 
funding networks, pro bono legal assistance, and employee 
giving programs, as well as donors who prefer to remain 
anonymous. We greatly appreciate their generosity.

Funding levels represent annualized giving.
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Ken Miller and Lybess Sweezy

The Overbrook Foundation

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Park Foundation

Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust

Present Progressive Fund of Schwab Charitable

Sara Ransford

Charles H. Revson Foundation

The Rice Family Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Larry and Wendy Rockefeller

Elizabeth Roistacher and Theo Polan, in 

memory of Steven M. Polan

Robert E. and Judith O. Rubin

The Fiona and Eric Rudin Charitable Fund

Cathleen Shine and Richard D. Pomp

Barbara Simons

The Tow Foundation

Toyama Gratitude Fund

Trellis Charitable Fund

The WhyNot Initiative

$50,000–$99,999

AJG Fund at Fidelity

Maurice Amado Foundation

Bartlett Family Charitable Fund

The Trey Beck Charitable Fund

Leslie and Ashish Bhutani

Mark and Deborah Blackman Charitable Trust

Katherine Borsecnik and Gene Weil

The Donald and Carole Chaiken Foundation

Theodore Cross Family Charitable Foundation

William Derrough

FThree Foundation

GLADS Fund at The Chicago  

Community Foundation

Robert Goodman and Jayne Lipman

Tom Healy and Fred P. Hochberg

Charles Evans Hughes Memorial Funds

Matt and Kathryn Kamm

Ruth Lazarus and Michael Feldberg

Nancy and Edwin Marks Family Foundation

Josephine A. Merck

Mertz Gilmore Foundation

Roger and Margot Milliken

The John Henry Moore Fund

The Moriah Fund

Mario Morino

Karen Morris and Alan Levenson

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Select Equity Group Foundation

Ashish and Sapna Shah

Mason Smith

Sudarsky Family Foundation

Lawrence Summers and Elisa New

Tuttleman Foundation

Valerie A. Wilk Living Trust

Leslie K. Williams and James A. Attwood, Jr.

The Winkler Family Foundation (TX)

Irene and Alan Wurtzel

$25,000–$49,999

Ainslie Foundation

Alpern Family Foundation

Philip and Edith Altbach

Robert Atkins

Atran Foundation

Michael Baker

Robert J. Bauer Family Foundation

Tom and Andi Bernstein

Allen Blue and Kira Snyder

Helen Bodian and Roger Alcaly

Julia Bowen and Brad Svrluga

Nancy K. Braus and Bert Picard

Brewer, Attorneys & Counselors

The Brush Family Foundation

Charina Foundation

Comcast NBCUniversal

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Sally L. Davis-Rhodes and Gregory Rhodes

Ray and Dagmar Dolby Fund

Dolotta Family Charitable Foundation

Robert N. and Nancy A. Downey Foundation

Stanley Eisenberg

The Eureka Foundation

Fenwick

B. Fitz Charitable Fund

Mark Friedman and Marjorie Solomon

Fund for a Safer Future

John and Kathryn Greenberg

Groombridge, Wu, Baughman & Stone

Sheila and David Groves

John and Olga Guttag

Kathryn Haller and Jeffrey Johnson

John L. Hammond

Kimberley Harris and Matthew Miller

Whitney and Elizabeth Hatch

Rosie and Bob Heil

Jenner & Block LLP

Pamela Jones and Craig Russell

The Peter T. Joseph Foundation/ 

John Silberman

JPMorgan Chase

Karsten Family Foundation

Douglas and Cessna Kaye

David L. Klein, Jr. Foundation

Daniel F. Kolb

Lederer Foundation

Leslie Fund, Inc.

Jacques M. Littlefield Foundation

Lisa Lorenzin and Mike Broome

Rona Marech and Joshua Shannon

Christopher and Linda Mayer

Nion McEvoy and Leslie Berriman

Estate of John H. McKee

Wilhelm Merck and Nonie Brady

Nancy Meyer and Marc Weiss

Weston Milliken at Tides Foundation

The Leo Model Foundation

National Basketball Association

Newman’s Own Foundation

Nina Orville and Edouard Nammour

The Marshall and Veronique Parke Family

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Piper Fund, a Proteus Fund initiative

Gloria Principe and John O’Farrell

Carol and David Roe

The Rosewater Fund

Gustavo R. Schwed

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Solomon Family Foundation

Solomon Family Fund

Sandor and Faye Straus

Barbra Streisand

Frances Sweeney

Barbara A. Tarmy

Todd Vogel and Karen Hust

Walnut Fund

Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$10,000–$24,999

Jeremy D. Alper

Kendall Anthony

Harold C. Appleton

Arnold & Porter

Sandy and Joel Aslanian

Dr. Arleen D. Auerbach

The Aufmuth Family Foundation

Benjamin M. Baker

Todd H. Baker and Diane A. Baker
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Natalie Barndt

William and Debbie Becker

Beech Street Foundation

Jann J. Bellamy

The Dale and Max Berger Family Foundation

Michael Beriss and Jean Carlson

L. A. Berkowitz

Alan J. Bernstein and Carol Bowen

Nancy and Casey Blood

BLT Charitable Trust

Jack Bradshaw

Helen Branch

Catherine Brienza, J.D. and Dr. Patrick Roth

Brose Hie Hill Foundation

Karen Brown

Nicholas Brumm

Steve and Buffy Caflisch

Cantor Fitzgerald, L.P.

David Cheezem and Melissa Behnke

Kathy and Ken Chenault

Joan Cirillo and Roger Cooke

Richard Clair and David Hubbard

Marilyn Clements

The Clermont Foundation

Stew Cogan

Jared M. Cohen, Esq. and Koula A. Scelfo

Jonathan Cohen and Stacey Fredericks

Darlene and Alan Cohn

Charles Cohon

Dana and Sunny Jo Comfort

LeighAnn and Chad Costley

Cottonwood Spring

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

CREDO

CrossCurrents Foundation

Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation

Leslie Danoff

Lynn Dantzker

Darryl B. Dargitz

Democracy Communications Collaborative

Mark Densen

The Diamonstein-Spielvogel Foundation

Jennifer DiBrienza and Jesse Dorogusker

Wendy Dickerman

Richard Dickson and Michelle Travis

Howard Dickstein and Jeannine English

Directions For Rural Action Fund

David Donner

Julian I. and Hope R. Edison Foundation

Edwards Family Fund

Sean Eldridge and Chris Hughes

Dr. Susan S. Ellis

Enhancing Tomorrow Foundation

Epstein Partners, UBS Private  

Wealth Management

Adam Epstein

Lester and Carol Ezrati

Fred and Martha Farkouh

Olivia H. and John Farr

Sharon Feigon and Steven Bialer

Estate of Kim Fellner

John Fife

The Fine and Greenwald Foundation

Florsheim Fund 2 at The Chicago  

Community Foundation

Mary Ford and Rob Lewis

Mary Frank

Stacy and Theodore Frank

Andrea and Ken Frazier

Ezra Friedman, Anna Kornbluh,  

and Mira Friedman

Fund for the Future of Rockefeller Family Fund

Laura Gabbert

Ross A. Garon and Anna Suh

Betsy A. Gillaspy

Glass Charitable Foundation

Global Strategy Group

Serra Falk Goldman

Connie Gould

Gracious Harvest Fund

Danielle C. Gray

Jodi Green and Mike Halperin

Gail and Roy Greenwald

Lisa Gustavson and Christopher Sales

The Marc Haas Foundation

Jon L. and Jo Ann Hagler

Carolyn Hall

Reneé and Jon Harned

Randi and John Harris

Alice Herb

Co-owners of the Bonta and Helen Hiscoe 

Charitable Fund

Lenore Hiscoe

David Hochman and Eugenia L. Siegler

The Humanist Fund at Vanguard Charitable

The Audrey & Sydney Irmas  

Charitable Foundation

Jackson Family Fund of the Princeton Area 

Community Foundation

Karen and Peter Jakes

Jean Johnson and Peter Miller

Bryan D. Jones and Diane C. Jones

Rochelle S. Kaplan and Arthur D. Lipson

Samuel and Nancy Ann Stern Karetsky

Robert J. Katz

Kempenstein Family Charitable Fund

Frank Kendall and Beth Halpern

Richard Kendall and Lisa See

Jonathan Otis Kerlin

David Klafter

The Nat R. and Martha M. Knaster  

Charitable Trust

Korein Foundation

David M. Kozak

The John F. Krafcik and Leila Marisa  

Knob-Krafcik Fund

Mike and Sheila Kurzman

Elizabeth Lang

Latham & Watkins LLP

Michael and Carol Lebow

Jonathan E. Lehman

The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund

Philip Lentz

Julia and Roger Lester

Peggy Lichter

“Voting rights are the foundation upon 
which our democracy teeters, and  
the Brennan Center is the premier 
organization shoring up that foundation.” 
Charles Cohon 
Morton Grove, IL. Supporter since 2020
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“If we have any 
chance of saving 
the rule of law 
and judicial 
independence  
in this country,  
it will be due  
in large part  
to the work  
that your team  
shares with  
the rest of us.” 
Donna J. Goldsmith  
and John A. Letourneau 
 Anchorage, AK 
Supporters since 2021 

Henry Lord

Jeffrey and Susanne Lyons

A.L. Mailman Family Foundation

Makoff Family Foundation

Michele A. Manatt and Kathleen K. Manatt

James Mandelbaum and Steven Byrnes

Martin Mattes and Catherine Garzio

Mary McCarty

The McInerney Family Charitable Fund

McKeen Foundation Trust

Meltzer-Thorne Family Fund of  

the Liberty Hill Foundation

Bonnie Mills and Doug Eicher

Arnold S. Milstein, MD

Estate of Alma C. Moore

William and Mary Sue Morrill

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

MRB Foundation, Inc.

R. Steven Mullinax and Bonnie Messinger

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

James E. Murphy

National Football League

David Neuwirth and Hattie Myers

Notaboat Fund

Vivian and Paul Olum Charitable Foundation

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Elizabeth D. Orr

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Marri Oskam

Franz Paasche and Alison Pavia

Paula M. Pagano, San Francisco Real  

Estate Broker

Jill and Geoffrey Parker

William T. Peche “Building Brighter Futures” 

Charitable Fund

Evelyn Petschek

The Alexander Polikoff Trust

Frances R. Posel

Anoop and Sangeeta Prasad

Matthew W. and Nina B. Quigley

Christopher Quilter

Susan and Robert Quinn

Jim and Stacy Rechtin

The Red Leaf Family Foundation

Alice and Ben Reiter

Paula Riggert

David J. Roberts

Wyatt Rockefeller and Julie Fabrizio

Fran and Charles Rodgers

Ropes & Gray LLP

Curtis and Deborah Rose

David Rosenstein and Tori Nourafchan

Jacqueline Rubin and Matthew Healey

Kenneth A. and Patra Bunham Rule

Richard L. Sanders

Paula S. Saunders

Sawyers Family Fund

Scappaticci-Steinberg Foundation

Rick Schaffer

Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP

Trink and Ernie Schurian

Frederick A.O. Schwarz, Jr.

Karen Sendik

Mary and Charles Sethness  

Charitable Foundation

The Shakti Fund

The Shames Family Foundation

Howard M. Shapiro and Shirley Brandman

Isaac Shapiro

The Silver Foundation

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Arlene and Matthew Sirott

The Social Good Charitable Fund at the  

Santa Fe Community Foundation

Nancy and John Solana

Michael Spiegelman

Marjorie Stanzler

David and Liz Ehrenfest Steinglass

Susan Steinhauser

Elizabeth Stones

Jacqueline B. Stuart

David Sussman

Maureen and Paul Swetow

Chandler and Paul Tagliabue

Holland Taylor

Teiger Foundation/John Silberman

The Tom Fund

Mary Angela Trino and Bill Toms

Christine Varney and Tom Graham

Philippe and Katherine Villers

Kenneth Vittor and Judith Aisen  

Charitable Fund

Wagging Tail Fund

Mara Frankel Wallace and Rick Wallace

The Walters-Roth Foundation, Inc.

Marion Wanless

Lois F. Wasoff

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Roger Weisberg and Karen Freedman

Carol White

Jennine Williamson and John Fitzgerald

The Winkler Family Foundation (CA)

Wendy C. Wolf

Holly S. Wright

Zaitlin-Nienberg Family Fund

Team Zimm Family Trust

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

$5,000–$9,999

Don Abbott

Jesse Abraham and Amy Peck Abraham

Ruth Alhilali

Raymond D. Aller

Julie and Alan Altshuler

Brian Arbogast and Valerie Tarico

Astor Street Foundation

Fred and Wendy Bachman

Ansley Bacon and David O’Hara

Baltins Family Fund of  

the Minneapolis Foundation

Ned W. Bandler and Jean Taft Douglas Bandler

Walter K. Barger

Dr. Richard and Professor Jane Baron

Sandra Baron and Gregory Diskant

David and Julie Battaglia
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“I am proud to 
support the 
Brennan Center. 
I’ve seen 
firsthand how 
dedicated and 
passionate the 
team is, making 
it all the more 
meaningful to 
contribute.” 
 Griffin Brynjolfsson 
Tampa, FL 
Supporter since 2025

Modestus Bauer Foundation

Baumol Family Foundation

Susan and Ben Baxt

Laurie and Ray Bergner

Joan and Ira Berkowitz

Deena Bernstein Charitable Gift Fund

Peter R. Bernstein and Ala M. Hamilton-Day

The Bhalla-Kellogg Fund

Marsha Dick Bilzin

Lynn Z. Bloom

James Blume and Kathryn Frank

Mark Bocchetti

Don and Julia Boen

David E. Boone and Jacki D. Hinton

Nuna and Clay Bosler

Barbara A. Bowen and Joel M. Weirick

Estate of Barbara M. Boyd

Bruce D. Bradley and Patricia E. Long-Bradley

Frieda and Mike Brigner

William C. Bullitt Foundation

Sandy L.V. Byrd

Patricia Calvy

Jasmine Cresswell Candlish

Thomas and Trudi Capotosto

S. Davis Carniglia, J.D./Ph.D. and  

Mary Claire Baker

John Chalmers

Catherine A. Chiccone

Kathy and Stuart Chiron

Drs. Linda and James Clever

Harvey and Naomi Cohen

Robert and Nancy Cole

Ann Condon

Janet Corpus and John F. Hoffmeyer

Donna Courtney

Barbara and Chris Creed

Peggy and Mark Curchack

Daedalus Foundation

Mark Davidow, MD

Emily Monk Davidson Foundation

James M. Davis Charitable Fund

Stephen and Kathryn Deane

Lynn B. Donaldson and Cameron S. Avery

Samuel Scott Dyer

Francine Dykes and Richard Delay

Thomas D. Edmondson

Harold L. Edwards

Susan and Charles W. Elder

Caroline Erisman and John Silberstein

Excelsior Impact Fund

Sandor Fein and Rachel C. Blank

Stuart and Sondra Feldstein

Cynthia and Herbert Fields

Christopher and Anne Patterson Finn

Paul S. Follett

Alix Foster

Claire and Meyer Frank and Leann Frank 

Charitable Foundation

Paul and Joan Franklin

Loraine F. Gardner

Nanci Garoon

Mary Rose Gasner

Michael Gaylord

Stephen Gershman and Emily Holzman

Elihu Gerson

Dennis and Linda Gertenbach

Jeoffry B. Gordon, MD, MPH

Nancy Gordon

Gorman Family Charitable Fund

Lucia and David Greenhouse

Sean and Alisha Griffey

Antonia and George Grumbach

Vanita Gupta and Chinh Le

GWS Charitable Fund

Peter and Elizabeth Haaker

David P. Halstead

Hon. Bryanne Hamill and Thomas Hamill

Christine Hankla

Gail and John N. Hanson

Kristi Hardin

James G. Hart

Bonnie R. Hecht

Dr. Elizabeth Hegeman

Lucy Heller

David Hemmendinger

David and Margaret Hensler

Richard Henzel

Peter T. Hess and Debra M. Kenyon

The Lorance Hockert Memorial Fund

Dr. William and Paula Hodgkiss

Julie Holmen

Deborah K. Holmes Family Foundation

Bethany and Jim Hornthal

Carolyn R. Houser

Eddie Hsieh

Mike and Becky Hughes

Gail J. Hupper

Susie Hwang and Matt Glickman

Katherine and Katie Jacob

Hilary and Alexander Joel

Johnson Grateful Giving Fund

Boyd Johnson

Charles and Janet Johnson

Joy Johnson

Karen and Dave Johnson

Ellen and Charlie Johnston

Dr. David Johnstone

Chris and Martina Jones

Leona Judson

Jeffrey and Paula Kaplan

Peter and Susan Keisler

Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP

John S. Kendall

Toba and Larry Kerson

Kersten Family Fund

Dock Knowtorious

Edward A. and Kathryn Kravitz

Hugh R. Lamle Foundation

Bruce and Susanne Landau

Ted Landau and Naomi Auerbach

Theresa Lang and Scott D. St. Marie

Bruce and Kate Langsen

LARK Family Fund

Robert Lausch

Richard and Ruth Lavine Family Foundation

Leslie Lawrence

Lewis H. Lazarus

Lebowitz-Aberly Family Foundation

38 B R E N N A N  C E N T E R  F O R  J U S T I C E



Pfizer

Annie Pforzheimer

PM - Hegeman and Stocker Charity Account

The Prentice Foundation

Probitas - The Bourgeois Family Fund

John A. Raphael

Bonnie and Peter Reagan

Scott W. Reilly

The Grace Jones Richardson Trust

John Roberts

Loren Rodgers

Jon and Lisa Rosenberg

Rosenstein Family DAF

Dr. Paul and Donna Rosenzweig

Matt Rossiter and Ruth Ann Binder

Robert Rothhouse

Don Ryan and Marilena Amoni

Nancy J. and Bradley Sabel

Lynn and John Sachs

A & J Saks Foundation

The Scarrow Family, in memory of  

Dr. Howard Scarrow

Leonard Schaeffer

Michael L. Schler

David M. and Alena J. Schwaber

Lisa and Mark Schwartz

David E. Scott

Lois S. Segel

The Senville Foundation

September 20th Fund of  

The New World Foundation

Susan H. Shane

Saul B. Shapiro and Kerith J. Aronow

Shatz Family Foundation

Carol Gottesman Siegel

Donald S. Simons

Joanne Slotnik and Stephen Trimble

Cherida Collins Smith

Suzanne K. Smith

Arlene Snyder and Paul Rabin

Frank and Dianne Sonsini

Thomas Spiro

Thomas and Susan Stepp

Steptoe Racial Justice Fund

Steptoe LLP

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Mark Stevens and Mary Murphy

Rex and Nancy Stockton

Ryan Strickler

Tim Stumbaugh (TJS Sigma Earth Foundation)

Bernard and Phyllis Sussman

James Swigert and Nancy Neubert

Mitchell and Betsy Taylor

Sheila Thorne

Bruce and Sandra Tully

Brenda E. Turner

Alice Underwood

Melissa Vail and Norman Selby

Patricia E. Vance

Estate of Jack Vandermay

Stephen van Eck

Carol van Houten

Diane van Wyck

Jeffrey Wacksman and Margo Hotston

Herbert Waldren

Diane Wallerstein and John Herfort

Sara Porter Walsh

Michael Washburn and Nancy Carmichael

Carol Watson and Gregory Kunert

Wilson Wilde Family Foundation

James B. Williams

John and Lacey Williams

Allan H. Willinger and Jo Schlesinger

Faye Ling Wong

The Tim and Starleen Wood Foundation

Suze Woolf

Carol Woolfe

Peter M. Wright

Max Yaffe

Linda Yienger

Prof. Kenji Yoshino and John Ronald Stoneham

Ben Zaretsky

K. Newman Zohir

Lee-Murphy Charitable Gift Fund

The Leighty Foundation

Harry and Yvonne Lenart  

Charitable Foundation

Richard and Madeleine Lenski

Beth and Ira Leventhal

Jerry and Linda Levin

Dr. Stuart Eric Levine and  

Nanci Mulholland Levine

Zahavah Levine and Jeff Meyer

Sascha Liebowitz

Liesl Love Fund

Martha Liggett

Joseph Lincoln

Michelle and Steven Litt

Robert L. Liu

Sarah Lynch and Kris Wernstedt

Gary Lyndaker and Darla Banman

Bryan MacPherson and Pamela Van Hine

David J. Magee and Cheryl Roberto

James and Tanya Mahood Foundation

Jonathan Marshall and Lorrie Goldin

The Mathews Family Charitable Fund

Thomas Michael Mawn, III

Clinton Orth Mayer III

Bozena and John McLees

David and Michela McMahon

Jane and Richard A. Mescon

Middle Road Foundation

Melvin Miller

Betty Milum

Nelson Minar

Jonathan Mondschein and Ms. Dale Reyer

Melissa Murray and Joshua Hill

John C. Nangle

Barbara M. Neal

Malcolm Netburn and Jed Levine

Robert Niles-Weed

Carol Noymer

Margaret O’Kane

Danielle Omvig and David Jagodzinske

Jean L. Oppenheimer

The Jesse H. and Susan R.  

Oppenheimer Foundation

Anita Orlin

Lida Orzeck

In honor of Fred Paroutaud

Margaret and William Patterson

Karen Pearlman

James S. Peterson Foundation

“The Brennan 
Center is the 
most qualified 
organization  
to rise to this 
moment and save 
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Center for 
standing up for 
the rule of law 
and free and fair 
elections.” 
Andi Bernstein
 New York, NY 
Supporter since 2011
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“Given the topsy- 
turvy state of our 
politics, I sleep 
better knowing 
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Center is active at 
work protecting 
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liberties.” 
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Supporter since 2024
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