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13. I emailed  at the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, who also 
said that he did not know what would happen in the face of the funding freeze. 

 
14. The funding freeze’s effect on business goes even further, though.  

’ participation in the YoungStar program,  is 
eligible to participate in the Wisconsin Shares Child Care Subsidy Program (“Wisconsin 
Shares”), which is primarily funded through the federal CCDBG. 

 
15. In 2009,  began accepting children whose tuition is subsidized 

by Wisconsin Shares. Since 2009, we have had many children funded through this 
program. Wisconsin Shares covers a portion of low-income families’ childcare costs to 
help them access quality childcare. 

 
16. Each month, Wisconsin Shares allocates its federally subsidized payments to parents. 

Parents then pay the funds to me to continue their childcare. Typically, parents receive 
their federally subsidized Wisconsin Shares funds on the last business day of each month 
on their EBT cards, and they authorize payment to  (per their 
contracts with ). Those payments typically arrive in my bank 
account on the following business day. 

 
17. I received an e-mail from the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families on 

Thursday, January 30, 2025, at 1:48 PM with the subject line “January 30 Child Care 
Provider Updates - Federal Funding Questions | 2025 Year of the Kid | CCC Due Feb. 2” 
(“DCF Email”). 

 
18. The DCF Email addressed the funding freeze briefly, stating that “DCF has received a 

number of questions about the rapidly evolving situation regarding federal funds. At this 
point, we anticipate Wisconsin Shares payments and YoungStar Quality Adjustments 
going out as scheduled on January 31.” 

 
19. Accordingly, on Friday, January 31, 2025, I reminded one of my parents at morning 

drop-off to check her EBT balance to see whether the Wisconsin Shares subsidy had 
arrived in her account. Afterward, at 8:24 a.m. Central Time on Friday, January 31, 2025, 
she sent me a screenshot showing that the subsidy funds had not arrived in her account. 
That is atypical. I cannot remember a parent ever not receiving their federally subsidized 
Wisconsin Shares funds by the last business day of the month. I asked her to check again 
at around noon on Friday, January 31, 2025, and she still had not received the subsidy 
funds. 
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