ANALYSIS

Labeling Renee Good a “Domestic
Terrorist” Distorts the Law

The Trump administration’s misuse of the term reached new levels after an

ICE officer killed Good in her car.

g Rachel Levinson-Waldman

January 16, 2026

Government Power

On January 7, an Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agent shot
and killed Minneapolis mother
Renee Good as her wife watched
from mere steps away. The reaction
from the Trump administration was
swift. In a press conference held the
evening of the shooting, DHS

Secretary Kristi Noem

claimed k-1l that Good, who was

behind the wheel of her car,

“attempted to run a law
enforcement officer over,” calling it

“an act of domestic terrorism.” Vice

President JD Vance called [link-2]

the interaction “classic terrorism”

and insinuated [link-31 that
protesters are engaging in

“domestic terror techniques.”

Let's start with the obvious. Federal

agents are not allowed to execute a
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woman in cold blood. Not even if JD
Vance says she's a domestic
terrorist. The legal process is arrest,

indictment, and trial.

But it is also important to be clear:
Renee Good was not a domestic

terrorist.

Domestic terrorism has a

specific statutory definition [nk-41

It covers “activities that involve acts
dangerous to human life,” violate
criminal law, “appear to be
intended to intimidate or coerce a
civilian population” or to “influence
the policy of a government by
intimidation or coercion,” and occur
primarily within the U.S. To actually
be called a “domestic terrorist,” an
individual must commit one or

more of 51 underlying [ink-3]

“federal crimes of

terrorism [k-61 " Many of them

involve nuclear or chemical
weapons, plastic explosives,

maritime violations, air piracy, and

other charges that are clearly

inapplicable [Nk-7]1 here,

Instead, U.S. officials have accused
Good, in the face of explicit video
evidence to the contrary, of
“weaponizing her vehicle” by
attempting to run over the ICE

agent who killed her.

Killing or attempting to kill a federal
officer or employee to intimidate a
civilian population or influence

government policy is one of the

crimes [ink-8] that can give rise to
a domestic terrorism charge. But

analysis of video footage by
multiple [ink-91 pes [link-10]

outlets MK jndicates that she
was attempting to maneuver her
car away from federal agents at the
time she was shot. And it appears

likely that the agent

violated [ink-121 internal ICE
guidance in escalating to deadly
force. While there is still some

dispute over the precise level of
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danger [Mnk131 the |CE officer was
in, the publicly available videos
simply do not depict an individual
trying to kill a law enforcement
officer. Certainly not with the intent
that would satisfy the narrow
statutory definition of domestic

terrorism.

Notably, the administration has
repeatedly attempted to
substantially expand the domestic
terrorism legal framework.

President Trump issued a

presidential memorandum [link-14]

in September that cherry-picks

evidence [MNk15] tq suggest that a
left-wing conspiracy aims to carry
out acts of political violence that
should be pursued as domestic

terrorism. A leaked December

memo K181 from Attorney

General Pam Bondi directs the

machinery [Ink171 of the
Department of Justice to target

activists as domestic terrorists

while deprioritizing other

enforcement.

The president cannot rewrite the
statute or transform Good into a
domestic terrorist. The
administration’s legal maneuvers
do, however, help explain why the
federal government announced it

would be focusing its primary

investigative efforts [Nk-18] not on

the shooting but on Good herself,
her widow, and local Minneapolis
activist groups, leading six federal

prosecutors to resign [link-191 jn

protest.

The Trump administration is right
about one thing: there are bona fide
domestic terrorists living among us.
Two dozen of the January 6
defendants were convicted of and
sentenced for crimes of domestic
terrorism under the U.S. Code.
Trump granted them all clemency
on his second day in office. The
administration now invokes

domestic terrorism to justify a
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McCarthy-esque investigation, its opponents. In doing so, it makes

tarnish Good's name, and terrorize a mockery of the law.

MORE ON

[link-20]

Rule of Law
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