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mate that rates of violent crime, murder, and overall

crime declined in the 30 largest American cities, with
significant declines in murder. The data in this report are
collected directly from local police departments. The FBI's
final 2018 data, covering the entire United States, will be
released in September.

The data reported here refine an initial Brennan Center
report released in September, Crime and Murder in 2018:
A Preliminary Analysis, which concluded that “increases
in the murder rate in 2015 and 2016 were temporary,
rather than signaling a reversal in the long-term down-
ward trend” in crime and violence! A December update
reached the same conclusion, showing rates of crime,
violent crime, and homicide all declining.? These continu-
ing declines indicate that, while increases in crime in 2015
and 2016 merit further study, they did not signal the start
of a new “crime wave.”

Updated Tables 1 and 2 support conclusions similar to
the Brennan Center’s September and December reports,
and now include complete data through the end of the year:

I n this final analysis of crime rates in 2018, we esti-

»  Murder: The 2018 murder rate in the 30 largest cities
is estimated to have declined by 8.0 percent since 2017.
This finding indicates that the major-city murder rate
will approximate 2015 levels but remain above 2014’s
low point.

Modest declines in most cities explain this decrease.
The murder rate in Chicago, which increased signifi-
cantly in 2015 and 2016, declined by nearly 12 percent
but remains roughly 40 percent above 2014 levels. Bal-
timore, another city that continues to struggle with vi-
olence, also saw its murder rate decline by 9.1 percent.
While Las Vegas saw its murder rate decrease signifi-
cantly, by more than 40 percent, part of this decline
is attributable to the mass shooting at the Mandalay
Bay Resort, which led to an unusually high homicide
total in 2017.

Some cities saw their murder rates rise in 2018, such
as Washington, DC (35.6 percent) and Philadelphia
(8.5 percent). These increases suggest a need to better
understand how and why murder is increasing in some
cities. New York City’s murder rate also increased, but
by less than 1 percent, making it essentially the same
as the 2017 rate.

Crime: The overall crime rate in the 30 largest cities
in 2018 is estimated to have declined slightly from the
previous year, falling by 3.5 percent. If final FBI data
track these findings, crime will have again reached a
record low, driven by declining rates of property crime.3

Violent Crime: The violent crime rate is also estimated
to have declined, falling by 4.0 percent from 2017.

1 Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law


https://www.brennancenter.org/analysis/crime-murder-2018
https://www.brennancenter.org/analysis/crime-murder-2018
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Estimates of crime and violent crime are based on data
from 25 of the nation’s 30 largest cities; estimates of
murder include data from 26 cities. The Brennan Center’s
previous report on crime in 2018 is available here, and a
report studying crime trends from 1990 to 2016 is avail-
able here.
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Table 1: Crime in the 30 Largest Cities (2017-18) (updated May 30, 2019)

2017 Crime | 2018 Crime 2017 Violent | 2018 Violent Percent
City Rate (per Rate (per P;:‘;?Lg':;:ie Crime Rate (per | Crime Rate Viglhe ::::ggr::m
100,000) 100,000) 100,000) (per 100,000) Rate
New York* 1,959.9 19444 -0.8% 511.3 499.1 -2.4%
Los Angeles® 3,236.0 31347 -3.1% 700.0 675.2 -3.5%
Chicago® 4,2975 4,182.8 -27% 1,0337 983.8 -4.8%
Houston” 5165.2 Unavailable Unavailable 1,036.8 Unavailable Unavailable
Philadelphia® 3,936.0 3,944.0 0.2% 872.6 826.7 -5.3%
Las Vegas® 3482.6 3,312.8 -4.9% 539.3 502.3 -6.8%
Phoenix!® 4,362.2 4,082.7 -6.4% 691.5 654.8 -5.3%
San Antoniott 5,468.8 4,493.8 -17.8% 624.0 534.6 -14.3%
San Diego'? 2,170.3 2,229.2 2.7% 3274 3294 0.6%
Dallas®®" 3,897.6 Unavailable Unavailable 712.6 Unavailable Unavailable
San Jose* 2,789.3 2,825.3 1.3% 348.6 365.7 4.9%
Austin®® 3,518.6 3,692.4 4.9% 372.1 384.5 3.3%
Charlotte?® 44786 4,313.6 -3.7% 663.5 633.6 -4.5%
Jacksonville? 4,097.9 3,949.2 -3.6% 571.2 549.6 -3.8%
San Francisco®® 6,841.4 6,246.5 -8.7% 6734 6514 -3.3%
Indianapolis®® 5,669.1 5,139.9 -9.3% 1,257.3 11393 -9.4%
Columbus?0* 4,353.0 Unavailable Unavailable 408.0 Unavailable Unavailable
Fort Worth?* 38054 Unavailable Unavailable 509.9 Unavailable Unavailable
El Paso?? 2,143.9 1,809.7 -15.6% 325.0 310.8 -4.4%
Seattle? 5,854.5 5,828.2 -0.4% 595.8 630.2 5.8%
Denver?* 4,243.7 4,260.0 0.4% 576.7 629.2 9.1%
Louisville®® 47437 45454 -4.2% 621.5 573.6 —77%
Detroit?® 6,493.4 6,091.4 -6.2% 1,952.8 1,858.7 -4.8%
Washington, DC? 5041.1 5,024.3 -0.3% 884.9 801.4 -9.4%
Boston?® 2,715.8 26176 -3.6% 626.7 594.7 -5.1%
Nashville?® 4,883.2 5,067.8 3.8% 1,065.3 1,050.1 -1.4%
Memphis3©* 8,210.8 Unavailable Unavailable 1912.9 Unavailable Unavailable
Oklahoma City3! 4,466.7 4,769.8 6.8% 714.2 7775 8.9%
Baltimore3? 6,892.8 6,377.6 -7.5% 1,964.7 1,815.6 -7.6%
Portland33 6,125.3 6,211.3 1.4% 448.3 479.2 6.9%
AVERAGE -3.5% -4.0%

Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific

* For these cities, the authors were unable to find full-year data on

sources. Cities ordered by 2015 population size, consistent with past crime and violent crime.
Center reports. Percentage changes in rates are calculated from

unrounded estimates. Data points for all offenses except homicide

were standardized to match UCR reporting criteria. For more

information, see the Methodology.
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Table 2: Murder in the 30 Largest Cities (2017-18) (updated May 30, 2019)

city zovTotal | 2omTotl | Ol | S et e | nurder
) Murder Est. 100,000) 100,000) Rate Est.
New York3* 292 295 1.0% 34 34 0.5%
Los Angeles 281 258 -8.2% 7.0 64 -9.0%
Chicago 653 576 -11.8% 24.1 21.3 -11.6%
Houston 269 268 -0.4% 11.5 11.3 -2.1%
Philadelphia 316 344 8.9% 20.1 21.8 8.5%
Las Vegast 205 121 -41.0% 12.6 7.3 -42.2%
Phoenix 157 137 -12.7% 9.5 8.1 -14.8%
San Antonio 124 107 -13.7% 8.2 6.9 -15.5%
San Diego 35 35 0.0% 2.5 24 -1.3%
Dallas” 167 Unavailable Unavailable 12.5 Unavailable Unavailable
San Jose 32 28 -12.5% 31 2.7 -13.3%
Austin 25 32 28.0% 2.6 3.2 24.9%
Charlotte 86 57 -33.7% 94 6.1 -35.1%
Jacksonville 109 106 -2.8% 12.2 117 -4.2%
San Francisco 56 46 -17.9% 6.4 5.2 -18.8%
Indianapolis 156 161 3.2% 17.9 18.4 2.7%
Columbus® 142 Unavailable Unavailable 16.3 Unavailable Unavailable
Fort Worth” 69 Unavailable Unavailable 7.9 Unavailable Unavailable
El Paso 19 23 21.1% 2.8 3.3 20.6%
Seattle 27 32 18.5% 37 4.3 15.3%
Denver 59 67 13.6% 8.3 9.3 11.3%
Louisville 109 80 -26.6% 15.9 11.7 -26.8%
Detroit 267 243 -9.0% 39.8 36.5 -84%
Washington, DC 116 160 37.9% 16.7 22.7 35.6%
Boston 57 70 22.8% 8.3 10.1 21.1%
Nashville 110 89 -19.1% 16.3 13.0 -20.2%
Memphis” 181 Unavailable Unavailable 277 Unavailable Unavailable
Oklahoma City 81 52 -35.8% 12.5 79 -36.8%
Baltimore 342 309 -9.6% 55.8 50.7 -9.1%
Portland 24 26 8.3% 37 4.2 12.4%
AVERAGE -71% -8.0%
Source: Police department and city reports. See endnotes for specific 1 Las Vegas's 2017 homicide count includes deaths due to the
sources. Cities ordered by 2015 population size, consistent with past October 1, 2017, mass shooting outside the Mandalay Bay Resort and
Center reports. Percentage changes in rates are calculated from Casino.

unrounded estimates. Data points for all offenses except homicide
were standardized to match UCR reporting criteria. For more
information, see the Methodology.

* For these cities, the authors were unable to find full-year data on
homicides.
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Methodology

his report analyzes crime in the 30 largest American cities, based on population

totals reported by the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting program (UCR). It is

part of a series of crime reports published each year by the Brennan Center
for Justice at NYU School of Law. These reports are meant to provide near real-time
data on crime trends in a sample of major American cities, as well as to provide some
insight into national crime trends. Any reference to the “crime rate,” “violent crime
rate,” or “murder rate” in this report refers to the average rate in the 30 largest cities
— rather than national rates — and only includes cities for which data were available.

Sources for Crime Data

Annual data on crime through 2017 come from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reports (UCR).3
Final UCR data for 2018 have not yet been released. To
build 2018 estimates, the authors collected crime data
directly from police departments in the 30 largest Amer-
ican cities.

Some cities did not respond to the authors’ data
requests in time for publication. Complete data on
crime were obtained for 25 cities; for murder, data were
obtained from 26 cities.

For rate calculations, the authors projected city popu-
lation assuming the average rate of population change
for the past three years remained constant through 2018.

Offense Definitions

Offense data were categorized according to UCR defi-
nitions. Violent crime includes murder, robbery, and
aggravated assault. Property crime includes burglary,
larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. Murder includes
murder and non-negligent manslaughter. Overall crime
includes all the above. Rape was excluded from this anal-
ysis because its UCR definition has changed over time,
creating inaccuracies when data over time are compared.
While most city crime reports use UCR definitions of
offenses, some variation between cities may exist based
on state or local laws.

Notably, crime rates and murder rates often move in
different directions in the same city. This is because the
“crime rate” is the sum of six different offenses relative
to population. Since property crimes are much more
common than murders, a surge up or down in property
crime can make the crime rate move in a different direc-
tion than the murder rate.

2018 Projections and
2017 Comparisons

Crime data from 2018 were drawn directly from city
sources — in many cases CompStat reports. Some diffi-
culties arose when comparing city data to final, standard-
ized UCR data. CompStat data, for example, are reported
using local definitions of crimes, which may vary between
cities, whereas crime data in UCR reports are standard-
ized between cities. There may also be differences in
geographic coverage, with CompStat figures reporting
crime rates according to one definition of the city limits,
while the UCR looks at the county level, or vice versa. To
ensure an accurate comparison, the authors accounted
for historic variations between UCR and CompStat data
in the following manner.

Using an equation similar to the one used in our prelim-
inary and updated reports, the authors assumed that
the ratio of final, UCR-reported offenses to CompStat
offenses would not vary year-to-year.

UCR o150 = UCRaoy
2018 ')/ComPStatzms 201/Comp Statyon

This ratio allowed the authors to “solve” for an estimate of
final, UCR-reported offenses based on CompStat figures
from both years and UCR data from 2017.

UCR015(est) = CompStatygyg x (UCRZOU/CO mpSta fzon)

Applying this formula to an example, assume that Chicago
reported 200 aggravated assaults to the FBI in 2017, but
the 2017 UCR showed that Chicago experienced only 100
aggravated assaults that year. These data points would
suggest that only 100 of the 200 incidents reported by
Chicago police to the FBI met the agency’s definition
of “aggravated assault.” Therefore, in 2018, if Chicago’s
publicly available data showed 150 aggravated assaults,
this report’s methodology would apply the same ratio and
assume that only 75 of them would meet the FBI definition
of the crime. Thus, the report would estimate a decline in
aggravated assaults from 100 in 2017 to 75 in 2018.
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This method significantly reduces the risk posed by
different city and state definitions of FBI index crimes,
and allows easier inter-year comparison of data points.
The method is, of course, vulnerable to the possibility
that city reporting practices will change between years.
The authors controlled for this risk by carefully reviewing
each city’s data reports.

Note that this standardization formula was not applied
to murders — which are reported here verbatim from local
sources — for two reasons. First, because of the nature
of the offense, local definitions of murder are unlikely to
vary significantly between cities, reducing the need for
standardization. Second, while end-of-year, city-reported
murder totals have diverged slightly from final UCR data
in the past, the authors were reluctant to significantly alter
final, city-reported murder totals, as the variations do not
appear to be consistent.
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