
Maine 
 
Registration Deadline 
 
None.  If mailed or transmitted by a third party, forms must be 
received 21 business days before an election, but applicants may 
register in person any business day of the year, including on Election 
Day.1  

 
Database Implementation Status 

 
Maine is in the process of constructing a top-down voter registration sy
officials will be able to access directly a centralized state database.2  Th
Covansys Corporation, PCC Technology Group, and Aradyme Corpora
2005 to assist in building the statewide voter registration system.3

 
Entering Voter Registration Information 
 
Who inputs voter registration information?  Municipal registrars genera
enter information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into
system.4  

 
What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration
Forms received by a voter registration agency are transferred to the Sec
who forwards the application to the appropriate municipal registrar for r

 
How are most forms submitted?  Maine reported that in 2004, 8% of for
submitted by mail, 61% were submitted in person to election officials, 2
submitted at the DMV, and 5% were submitted at another voter registra
 
Voter Registration Form 
 
The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the e

 
Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers 
 
How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication th
has no valid identifying number?  The applicant will be assigned a uniq
registration number.  If the applicant is otherwise eligible, she will be co
registered.  
 
How will the state treat an application without an identifying number a
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number?  If uncorr
below), the application will be rejected. 
 
How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number tha
incomplete or illegible?  If uncorrected (see below), the application wil
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Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records 
 
Description of matching process:  Maine has not yet determined the process by which a 
match will be sought, but generally expects to require an exact match of the identifying 
number, full name, and date of birth. 
 
Note:  Maine also mails a verification notice to every voter submitting an application.  If 
the notice is returned undeliverable within 15 days after it is sent, the application will be 
rejected.7

 
What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match?  If uncorrected (see below), 
the application will be rejected.  
  
Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors 
 
Does the applicant have the opportunity to correct a missing or incomplete identifying 
number, without submitting a new form?  Yes.  The applicant may correct the missing or 
incomplete information within 20 days.8  The applicant may also submit a new form at 
any point, up through Election Day. 
 
Does the applicant have the opportunity to resolve a failed match without submitting a 
new form?  No.  The applicant may submit a new form at any point, up through Election 
Day. 
 
If information on an otherwise timely application is corrected after the voter registration 
deadline, is the correction timely?  No, but the applicant may re-register in person at any 
point.  
 
Description of notice and correction process:  An applicant whose identifying number is 
missing, incomplete, illegible, or unverified will be automatically notified by mail, and 
the application will be rejected.  The applicant can submit a new registration form at any 
point, through Election Day.    
 
Identification Requirements at the Polls 
 
Who must provide identification at the 
polls?  A voter seeking to register fewer 
than 21 days before an election or on 
Election Day must show identification, 
either to the municipal registrar or at the 
polls.9  
 
What forms of identification are accepted?  A c
current utility bill, bank statement, government
document that shows the voter’s name and addr
 

Brennan Center for Justice  
Forms of ID: 
 
voters registering current and valid photo ID 
fewer than 21 days current utility bill w/ name, address 
before Election Day: bank statement w/ name, address 
 government check w/ name, address 
 paycheck w/ name, address 
 other gov’t document w/ name, address
urrent and valid photo ID, or a copy of a 
 check, paycheck, or other government 
ess.  
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What are the consequences of failing to show identification?  The voter may vote a 
“challenged ballot,” which is counted in the initial tally, but may be investigated in the 
event of a recount or challenge.10 

 
Statutes and Regulations 
 
ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, ch. 3 generally concerns registration.  ME. REV. STAT. 
ANN. tit. 21-A, § 191, as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. Serv. ch. 453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 
1602), directs the Secretary of State to establish and maintain a single statewide voter 
registration database.  CODE ME. R. 29-250, ch. 505-06 comprise the applicable 
regulations. 
 
 

 
Making the List  ME - 3 

                                                
End Notes 

 
1 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 121(1-A), 122(4)-(6), as amended by 2005 Me. 
Legis. Serv. ch. 453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602). 
2 electionline.org, Assorted Rolls: Statewide Voter Registration Databases Under HAVA, 
June 2005, available at http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf, at 18. 
3 electionline.org, Statewide Voter Registration Database Status, at 
http://www.electionline.org/Default.aspx?tabid=288
4 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 122(1), 152(2), as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. 
Serv. ch. 453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602). 
5 Id. § 121(1-A), as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. Serv. ch. 453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602). 
6 Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National Voter Registration Act of 
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005, 
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA_table_2.html.  Due to 
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%. 
7 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122(2), as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. Serv. ch. 453 
(S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602).  CODE ME. R. 29-250, ch. 506, § 2(2)(B) provides for rejecting an 
application due to an undelivered verification notice after 20 days. 
8 CODE ME. R. 29-250, ch. 506, § 2(6). 
9 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 121(1-A), as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. Serv. ch. 
453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602). 
10 Id. §§ 121(1-A), as amended by 2005 Me. Legis. Serv. ch. 453 (S.P. 583) (L.D. 1602), 
696(1). 

http://www.electionline.org/Portals/1/EB11.FINAL1.pdf
http://www.electionline.org/Default.aspx?tabid=288
http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA_table_2.html
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7. Change of name. (If applicable) This information is only required of voters who have 
changed their legal name since registering to vote in Maine. 

8. Voter's Signature. (Required) Voters must sign their legal name below the statement 
certifying that all the information is true. 

9. 

Voter ID (or Unique ID Number). (Required information AFTER 1/1/06) The purpose of 
the voter ID number is to designate each voter in the computerized statewide voter 
registration list, once the list has been developed. The ID number can be accepted now, but 
it is not required until January 1, 2006.  

  A. Driver's License Number. Voters who have a valid Maine Driver's License must list that 
number. 

  B. Social Security Number. Voters who don't have a valid Maine Driver's License must list 
the last four digits of their Social Security Number. 

  C. NONE. Voters who don't have either of these forms of ID must write "NONE" in this 
space. 

10. A. 

Instructions. The instructions for identification requirements for mail-in registrations 
remind voters who mail their registration applications to the municipal registrar that 
they must also provide a copy of certain identity documents with the registration form. 
Mail-in registrants must submit a copy of a Maine driver's license or other valid photo 
ID, a current utility bill, or bank statement, or paycheck, or other government document 
that shows the voter's name and address. 

  B. For Registrar's Use Only. This space should only be completed by the municipal 
registrar or voters.  

NOTE: If required information is omitted, the municipal registrar of voters must notify 
the applicant that the form is incomplete, and must later reject the application if the 
information is not provided. If optional information is omitted, the registrar must still 
process the application and may not reject it for that reason.  
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