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Forms must be received 28 days before an election. An applicant
may also register in person up to the 14th day before an election, if
she plans to vote in person at specifically designated locations or by
mail, at the discretion of the county clerk or Board of Election
Commissioners (collectively, “local registrar”).?

Database Implementation Status

Currently, each local registrar maintains a local electronic registry of voters in her
jurisdiction. Illinois is in the process of entering into a sole-source contract with Catalyst
Consulting Group to build its statewide voter registration database, but this system may
not be ready until 2008.% Illinois intends to build a bottom-up system:* a centralized state
databa55e will contain information from each local registry copied and uploaded every 24
hours.

Entering Voter Registration Information

Who inputs voter registration information? Local registrars generally review and enter
information from voter registration forms in their jurisdictions into each local system.®

What happens to voter registration forms submitted at state registration agencies?
Forms received by a voter registration agency are sent to the appropriate local registrar
for review and entry.’

How are most forms submitted? Illinois reported that in 2004, 37% of forms were
submitted by mail, 22% were submitted in person to election officials, 36% were
submitted at the DMV, and 5% were submitted at another voter registration agency.®

Voter Registration Form

The relevant portions of the voter registration form are included at the end of this section.

Processing of Forms Without Identifying Numbers

How will the state treat an application with an affirmative indication that the applicant
has no valid identifying number? The applicant will be assigned a unique voter
registration number. Illinois has no stated statewide policy, however, for assessing the
further validity of the application; each local registrar is responsible for determining how
the application will be treated.
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How will the state treat an application without an identifying number and without an
affirmative indication that the applicant has no such number? Illinois has no stated
statewide policy; each local registrar is responsible for determining how the application
will be treated.

How will the state treat an application listing an identifying number that is either
incomplete or illegible? Illinois has no stated statewide policy; each local registrar is
responsible for determining how the application will be treated.’

Matching Against Motor Vehicle and Social Security Records

Description of matching process: Illinois has not yet determined the process by which a
match for information on voter registration forms will be sought, but generally intends to
use a “substantial match” standard.

What are the consequences if the state cannot find a match? If the applicant is otherwise
eligible, she will be considered registered, but will have to show identification at the
polls.

Notice and Opportunity to Resolve Errors

Description of notice and correction process: lIllinois leaves the notice and correction
process to the discretion of the local registrar; each registrar may develop procedures to
notify an applicant that an error occurred in processing her voter registration application.
Most registrars will notify an applicant by mail, with a brief explanation of the problem.

Identification Requirements at the Polls

Who must pr(_)V|de_ |dent|f|cat|or_1 at 'ghe Forms of ID:

polls? Any first-time voter registering

by mail who did not submit 1st-time voters current and valid photo 1D

. . . . . . registering by mail current utility bill w/ name, address

identification with the application, and without verified bank statement w/ name, address

any voter whose identifying number has identifying number:  government check w/ name, address
. paycheck w/ name, address

not been verified, must show other gov’t document w/ name,

identification at the polls. Illinois also address

requires that any applicant seeking to
register in person provide two forms of identification, one of which must include address,
at the time of registration.'°

What forms of identification are accepted? Current and valid photo ID, or a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government
document that shows the voter’s name and address.

What are the consequences of failing to show identification? The voter may cast a
provisional ballot.'* The ballot will be counted if the local registrar can verify within 14
days that the voter was registered and eligible to vote in that precinct. The local registrar

Brennan Center for Justice IL-2



is directed to use information provided by the voter, an election judge, the statewide voter
registration database, any local databases, and the records of the Secretary of State to see
if the voter was registered, with conflicts resolved in favor of the voter.*

Statutes and Regulations

10 ILL. Comp. STAT. Act 5, arts. 4, 5, and 6 generally concern registration. 10 ILL. COMP.
STAT. 5/1A-25 directs the State Board of Elections to develop and administer a statewide
voter registration database. ILL. ADMIN. CODE tit. 26, part 216 comprise the applicable
regulations.

End Notes

110 ILL. CoMP. STAT. 5/4-6, 5/5-5, 5/6-29.

2 |d. 5/4-50, 5/5-50, 5/6-100.

% John McCormick, Illinois to Miss Deadline for Voter Rolls Law, CHI. TRIB., Dec. 30,
2005, at 6.

410 ILL. Comp. STAT. 5/1A-25(3).

> |d. 5/1A-25(4), amended by Act of Aug. 22, 2005, Pub. Act No. 94-0645.

®1d. 5/1A-25(2).

"1d.; ILL. ADMIN. CODE tit. 26, § 216.70(a).

® Election Assistance Commission, The Impact of the National \oter Registration Act of
1993 on the Administration of Elections for Federal Office 2003-2004, June 30, 2005,
tbl. 2, available at http://www.eac.gov/NVR_Spreadsheets/NVRA table 2.html. Due to
rounding, the percentages listed may exceed 100%.

% ILL. ADMIN. CODE tit. 26, § 216.70(f), states that local registrars must reject an
application with information that is not “sufficient on its face to cause the applicant to be
listed among the voters of the jurisdiction,” but each local registrar has the discretion to
determine when information submitted is sufficient for the applicant to be placed on the
rolls.

%10 ILL. Comp. STAT. 5/4-10, 5/5-9, 5/6-37.

1 1d. 5/18A-5(a)(4), amended by Act of Aug. 22, 2005, Pub. Act No. 94-0645.

12 1d. 5/18A-15(b)-(c), amended by Act of Aug. 22, 2005, Pub. Act No. 94-0645.
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Box 9-If you have an lllinois Driver’s License, check the
Box and fill in the number. If you do not have a Driver's
License, check the appropriate box and fill in either the
last four digits of your Social Security Number, or your
Secretary of State ID Number.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

e If this form is submitted by mail and you have never registered to
vote in the jurisdiction you are now registering in, then you must
send with this application either (i) a copy of a current and valid
photo identification, or (ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank
statement, government check, paycheck or other government
document that shows your name and address. If you do not
provide the information required above, then you will be required

9. ID number — check the applicable box and provide the appropriate number
[0 IL Driver's License or, if none, Sec. of State ID or
[ Last 4 digits of Social Security Number

[0 1 have none of the above-listed identification numbers.
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