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September 23, 2003

The Honorable José Serrano

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
State, Judiciary and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Serrano:

J0HR CONYERS, JR., Mithigan
RANKING MINGE TY FEMBER

HOWYARD L. RERAMANK, Calfornis

AICK BOUCHER, Yirginia

JEARELD NADLER, Mewr ¥ork

ROBERT £, “BLBAY" STOTE. Virginis

MELVIN L WATE, Neth Caroling

ZOE LOPGHEN, Califoiia

SHELA JACKSON LEE, Toxse

MAAXINE WATERS, Caffarmia

MARTIN T. MEEHAN, Massazhusoits

WILLIAK D. DECAHUNT, Manssthuseits

ROBERT WEXEER, Finrids

TANMY BALDWN, VWaconsin

ANTHONY 1. WEINER. Mew Yark

ALEM B S;HEFF', Cefifacnia

EMNGA F. BAMCHEZ, Caitfomig

We greatly appreciate your efforts to secure additional funding for the Legal Services
Corporation in the 2004 Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary and Related Agencies
Appropriations bill (CJS). You know as well as any of us the importance of providing affordable
legal services to our country’s most needy.

We write today because, like you, we are increasingly concerned about an unfair and
unnecessary provision in the CJS Appropriations bill that restricts the use of private and other
non-federal funds by independent legal services providers funded in part by LSC. This “private
money restriction” encumbers more than $300 million annually in non-federal funds - money that
could used to provide critical legal assistance to our society's most vulnerable individuals and
families. The private money restriction burdens independent legal service providers with
unwarranted costs; it impedes private charitable initiatives; and it undermines our Nation's
promise of equal justice for all.

It is our hope that the Commitiee on Appropriations will revisit the private money
restriction when it considers the 2005 CJS Appropriations bill. We urge you to continue your
leadership on behalf of America’s families by guiding efforts in your Subcommittee to end this

unfairness.

Sincerely,

( ; John Conyersé!

. - M
Howard §.. Berman
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