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M SSI SSI PPl Bl LL TEXT

VERSI ON: | ntroduced

January 11, 2007
Bai | ey

M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE
2007 Regul ar Session

To: Apportionnment and El ections
By: Representative Bail ey

House Bill 786

ER IR R S I O I S

AN ACT TO CREATE THE ' CRI M NAL DEFENDANTS' VOTI NG RI GHTS NOTI FI CATI ON ACT'; TO
REQUI RE COURTS TO NOTI FY CRI M NAL DEFENDANTS OF THEI R VOTI NG RI GHTS; TO REQUI RE
THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO NOTI FY | NDI VI DUALS OF THEI R VOTI NG RI GHTS UPON
RELEASE FROM | NCARCERATI ON AND TO PROVI DE VOTER REG STRATI ON FORMS AND ASSI STANCE
I N COMPLETI NG VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS; TO REQUI RE THE SECRETARY COF STATE TO PUT
I N PLACE TRAI Nl NG AND EDUCATI ON COVPONENTS REGARDI NG THE VOTI NG RI GHTS OF

CONVI CTED | NDI VI DUALS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

TEXT:

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTI'ON 221 This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the 'Crim nal Defendants'
Voting Rights Notification Act.'

SECTI'ON 20 (1) A court shall notify a defendant that a conviction will result in
the loss of the right to vote before such defendant accepts a plea of guilty or
nol o contendere to a crinme listed in Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of
1890, and before the sentence for such a crime is inmposed.

(2) A court shall notify a defendant that a conviction will not result in the |oss
of the right to vote before such defendant accepts a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere to a crinme that is not listed in Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution
of 1890, and before the sentence for such a crime is inposed.

SECTI'ON 3:@ Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of |aw, the Departnent of
Corrections shall notify any person convicted of a crime notlisted in Section 241,
M ssi ssi ppi Constitution of 1890, in witing and as a part of the rel ease process
froma correctional facility that such person retained the right to vote during

i ncarceration, and provide the person with a voter registration form |f any
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person declines to accept the voter registration form the departnent nust have
such person sign a formnoting that the registration formwas offered to and
declined by such person.

SECTI'ON 4w The Secretary of State shall ensure that all persons who are eligible
to vote face no continued barriers to registration or voting resulting fromtheir
fel ony convictions by devel oping and i nplenenting a programto educate attorneys,
judges, election officials, corrections officials, including parole and probation
of ficers, and nenbers of the public as required by this act, in the foll ow ng
manner :

(a) Judges are inforned of their obligation to notify crimnal defendants of the
potential |loss or retention of their voting rights, in accordance with this act.

(b) The | anguage on voter registration forms makes clear that only people
convicted of crimes listed in Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, are
disqualified fromvoting and that all others retain the right to vote.

(c) Probation and parole officers are infornmed of which convicted individuals |ose
their voting rights and which convicted individuals retain their voting rights and
are prepared to notify probationers and parol ees of their rights.

(d) Accurate and conplete information about the voting rights of people who have
been charged with or convicted of crines, whether disfranchising or not, is made
avail abl e through a single publication to governnent officials and the public.

SECTION 5. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissippi shall subnit this act,
i mredi atel y upon approval by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature
subsequent to a veto, to the Attorney General of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force fromand after the date it
is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.
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