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Committee chair 
places bill on the 

agenda for a vote (If 
at any point the bill 

is referred to a 
second committee, 
the first committee 
must consider the 

bill within the next 
two meetings)* 

No less 
than 45 

days 

First  
reading  
calendar  
(Day 1) 

Second 
reading 
calendar 
(Day 2) 

Third  
reading 
calendar  
(Day 3) 

Floor 
debate and 

vote 

Temporary President † 
determines the “active 
list” of bills to receive 
consideration on the 
next legislative day  

Motion for Chamber 
Consideration 

Introducer may move for 
chamber consideration of a 

bill on the 3rd reading 
calendar; motion must be 

affirmed by a majority vote 
of elected members. 

(Sponsor must serve notice 
of intent to make such a 
motion at least 1 day in 

advance; No more than 2 
such motions allowed on 

any legislative day.) 

1st calendar 
legislative day 
after 4 days or 
next legislative 

day if within last 5 
days of session 

1st calendar 
legislative day 

after 4 days  

Within 45 
days 

Motion for  
committee 

consideration 
Introducer may file a 

motion with the 
journal clerk to compel 
the chair to place the 
bill on the committee 
agenda  (not allowed 

after 1st Monday 
 in May) 

Petition for a  
public hearing 

1/3 of committee 
members may petition 
for a public hearing on 

a bill or bills; the 
petition will be 
honored unless 

rejected by a majority 
of committee members 

Within 14 days 

Public hearing* 

Committee Presentations 
Committee chairs may invite interested 
persons to give presentations on the bill. 
Ranking members are given equal time 
for chair-invited presentations, and have 
the right to call committee presentations 
on three bills not called for presentations 

by the chair. (The chair or ranking 
member must give the other party 72 
hours notice in advance of committee 

presentations.)* 

Introducer 
(lead sponsor) 

drafts a bill 

Bill is assigned  
a number and 

referred to 
committee(s) 

(After 2nd Friday 
in June, all bills 
go to the Rules 

Committee) 

*All meetings of committees must be video-recorded and made available on the Senate website. (To the greatest extent possible, videos must be webcast live.) 
 
† Senate rules grant authority over the active list to the Temporary President. In practice, the Majority Conference Leader has largely controlled this process, in some instances with input from the 
Majority Leader. 

Petition for 
consideration 

Introducer may file 
petition to move the 
bill to the floor. The 

petition must be signed 
by 3/5 of elected 
members to be 

honored. (Not allowed 
after 1st Monday in 

June) 


